
  
The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city 
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For 
the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711 

Programs & Services Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 

Wednesday, February 4, 2026 
 
 

7PM 
 
The Programs & Services Committee will hold this meeting as a virtual meeting 
on Wednesday, February 4, 2026 at 7PM that the public may access via Zoom. To 
attend this meeting via Zoom use this link: https://newtonma-
gov.zoom.us/j/89059685391 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the following 
Meeting ID: 890 5968 5391. 
 

 
Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 
Chair’s Note:  The agenda has been revised to reflect that tonight’s meeting will be virtual only 

due to repair work in City Hall. 
Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 

#66-26  Transfer of $82,000 to provide funding for Arts and Culture Director 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer sixty-six thousand 
dollars ($66,000) from Acct# 0160251-511001, Parks and Recreation Full-Time 
Salaries, and sixteen thousand dollars ($16,000) from Acct# 0160251-57HLTH, 
Parks and Recreation Health Insurance, to Acct# 0160480-511001, Arts and 
Culture Full-Time Salaries and 0160480-57HLTH, Arts and Culture Health 
Insurance, respectively to provide funding for Arts and Culture Director Meryl 
Kessler through Fiscal Year 2026. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Josh Krintzman, Chair 

mailto:ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/89059685391
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/89059685391
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Marc C. Laredo 
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City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Office of the Mayor 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100

Fax
(617) 796-1113

TDD/TTY
(617) 796-1089

Email
mayor@newtonma.gov 

 

January 26, 2026 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 

Honorable City Councilors:    

I respectfully submit a docket item to your Honorable Council requesting authorization to transfer the sum of 
$66,000 from Acct # 0160251-511001, Parks and Recreation Full-Time Salaries and $16,000 from Acct # 
0160251-57HLTH, Parks and Recreation Health Insurance to Acct #’s 0111601-511001, Arts and Culture Full-
Time Salaries and 0111601-57HLTH, Arts and Culture Health Insurance, respectively. 

Docket # 32-26, approved by the City Council on January 20, 2026, established the Department of Arts and 
Culture, while Docket # 25-26 approved the appointment of Meryl Kessler as the Director of the department. 

Approval of this request will now provide the funding for Director Kessler through Fiscal Year 2026. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Mayor Marc C. Laredo 

#66-26
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