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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
NEWTON HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Date: November 20, 2025
Place/Time: Zoom, at 7:00 pm
Attending:
Doug Cornelius, Chair Harvey Schorr, Member
Mark Armstrong, Member Travis Salters, Alternate
Nancy Grissom, Member David Lewis, Chief Preservation Planner

The meeting was called to order via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. with Doug Cornelius serving as Chair. Voting
permanent members were Mark Armstrong, Nancy Grissom, and Harvey Schorr. Alternate member
Travis Salters was designated to vote as not all voting members were present. David Lewis, Chief
Preservation Planner, acted as Zoom host and the meeting was digitally recorded on the Zoom device.

1. 64 Royce Rd -Violation of Demolition Delay Ordinance.

Staff presented that this violation occurred at this address when the scope of a building permit
issued in 2023 was exceeded, leading to the total demolition of a detached garage. No Historical
Review Application was filed at the time, as is required for the demolition of any structure over 50
years old, and the building permit application was not reviewed by the historic preservation
planners. According to building permit records, the garage was constructed in 1925. At this meeting,
the commission will be voting to confirm that a violation has taken place and authorize the
commission chair to sign a settlement agreement negotiated by city staff.

Staff explained what had occurred and the process that would need to be taken by the NHC, and
presented photos of the garage that had been demolished. The property owner was not present. Mr.
Cornelius asked for clarification on the process, and staff explained what would happen going
forward.

Mr. Armstrong made a motion to confirm a violation took place, and authorize the chair to sign the
settlement agreement. Ms. Grissom seconded the motion.

Affirmative: TS, MA, NG, HS, DC


http://www.newtonma.gov/

Negative:
Abstained / Recused:
2. 21 Waterston Road —Application for Local Landmark

Staff presented that this is a ca. 1900 Queen Anne style house. The two-story house features a side-
gabled roof, with large gabled dormers on the front and rear of the house. There are two brick
chimneys on the house, and a columned front porch. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS,
nor are any others on Waterston Road, however the neighborhood retains a sense of historic
context, with primarily original homes remaining. Additionally, the house is located near many
National Register-listed homes but is not listed itself. The property was found preferably preserved at
the August 28th NHC meeting. As the property has already been found historically significant and
preferably preserved by the commission, this first vote will be on whether or not to accept the
nomination and conduct further study on the property.

Mr. Cornelius noted that the commission did receive a report on the history of the property.
Katherine Adams was present to represent the property owner. Ms. Adams gave a presentation,
showing photos of the house and explaining why she did not feel that the house had enough
integrity and historic significance to merit landmark status.

Arlene Rockefeller asked about how long landmarking asked, and clarified that she would not want
the property owners to be unable to renovate the house. Peter Sachs explained that the
homeowners were no longer interested in a full demolition, and instead were planning a partial
demolition to renovate the house. Councilor Kelly commented that she submitted the landmark
nomination after a total demolition was proposed at this property as she wanted the commission to
further consider the significance of this property and whether it would merit landmark recognition.

Mr. Schorr inquired whether the commission would be able to hold this item until the December
meeting. Councilor Kelly commented that she would not withdraw the landmark nomination at this
time. Staff and Mr. Cornelius commented that due to the timeline of the landmark process and the
fact that the item was noticed, that the commission should hold a vote at this meeting.

Mr. Schorr made a motion to accept the landmark nomination and conduct further study. Mr./Ms.
Grissom seconded the motion.

Affirmative: NG

Negative: TS, MA, HS, DC

Abstained / Recused:

3. 27 Fairway Drive —Total Demolition of House.

Staff presented that this is a well-preserved 1938 Cape style house with Dutch Colonial Revival style
details. Preservation Planners recommend finding property preferably preserved.

No one was present to represent the application. Staff presented photos of the property and
neighborhood.



Mike Ryan commented that there have been many renovations in the neighborhood, but that 27
Fairway has not been well maintained, and that he would support a demolition.

Mr. Schorr commented that he thought the neighborhood was in tact and retained historic context.
Councilor Wright commented that she agreed with Mr. Schorr, and supported finding the property
preferably preserved.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Schorr seconded the
motion.

Affirmative: NG, HS, DC

Negative: TS, MA

Abstained / Recused:

4. 34 Palmer Road —-Total Demolition of House.

Staff presented that this is a 1939 Cape style house with Dutch Colonial Revival style details in an
inventoried neighborhood with historic context. Preservation Planners recommend finding property
preferably preserved.

Sev Vagodny was present to represent the application. Mr. Vagodny said that he would explore
alternatives during the delay if the property was preferably preserved.

Alan and Suzanne Posner commented that the neighborhood retained historic context, and that
there was already one house under threat of demolition, so if another was demolished, it would
alter the character of the neighborhood. Sarah Smith, Richard Bristol, Debbie Willins, Ron Sheklin,
and Neil McCafferty all commented that they agreed.

Mr. Salters made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Grissom seconded the
motion.

Affirmative: TS, MA, NG, HS, DC

Negative:

Abstained / Recused:

5. 56 Hartford Street —Total Demolition of Carriage House.

Staff presented that this is a ca. 1900 carriage house in a National Register of Historic Places district
which has been well-preserved. Staff recommends finding the structure preferably preserved.

Ethan Butler was present to represent the application. Mr. Butler commented that he thought that
the carriage house should be preferably preserved, saying that although the property was in poor
condition, he thought that it had historic significance.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Schorr seconded the
motion.

Affirmative: TS, MA, NG, HS, DC



Negative:
Abstained / Recused:
6. 14 Clements Street —Partial Demolition of House and Total Demolition of Garage.

Staff presented that this is a 1930 Colonial Revival style house in an inventoried neighborhood.
Preservation Planners recommend finding the property preferably preserved, and generally approve
of the proposed addition.

David Boronkay was present to represent the application. Mr. Boronkay commented that he agreed
the property should be preferably preserved. Mr. Cornelius suggested an initial vote.

Mr. Schorr made a motion to find the house preferably preserved, and the garage not preferably
preserved. Ms. Grissom seconded the motion.

Affirmative: TS, MA, NG, HS, DC
Mr. Boronkay gave a presentation showing photos of the existing house and the proposed plans.
Mr. Armstrong commented that he liked the proposed plans.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn. Mr.
Armstrong seconded the motion.

Affirmative: TS, MA, NG, HS, DC

Negative:

Abstained / Recused:

7. 25 St. Mary’s Street —Partial Demolition of House and Total Demolition of Attached Garage.

Staff presented that this is a 1937 Garrison Style Colonial that is well-preserved and in a well-
preserved area. Preservation Planners recommend finding the property preferably preserved.
Preservation Planners approve of the proposed design.

David Whitney was present to represent the application. Mr. Cornelius suggested an initial vote on
finding the property preferably preserved.

Jim Barrett commented that he did not think the property should be preferably preserved. Alan Patel
and Payal Modi, the owners of the property, commented that they wanted to maintain the
architectural integrity of the home and neighborhood with their proposed project.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Schorr seconded the
motion.

Affirmative: TS, MA, NG, HS, DC

Staff presented photos of the existing house and the proposed building elevations while Mr. Whitney
described the project.



Mr. Schorr suggested modifying the size of the windows to match those existing on the house. Mr.
Armstrong commented that the garage door would look better if the width matched that of the
gable above.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to waive the demolition delay, subject to final staff approval of the size
of the windows, garage door, and gable. Mr. Salters seconded the motion.

Affirmative: TS, MA, NG, HS, DC

Negative:

Abstained / Recused:

8. 16 Dudley Road —Partial Demolition of House.

Staff presented that This is a 1947 Cape style house. Staff recommends finding the property
preferably preserved and generally approves of the proposed addition.

No one was present to represent the application. Staff presented photos of the existing house.

Mr. Cornelius commented that he was unsure if the property was historically significant. Mr. Salters
asked for clarification on why staff made the recommendation to find the property preferably
preserved. Staff explained that it was due to the architectural context of the neighborhood, and
presented photos of the neighborhood.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Armstrong seconded the
motion.

Affirmative: NG, HS

Negative: TS, MA, DC

Abstained / Recused:

9. 63 Oakdale Road —Partial Demolition of House.

Staff presented that this is a 1958 Georgian style Colonial Revival which is well-preserved and in an
area that is inventoried and remains well-preserved. Preservation Planners recommend finding the
property Preferably Preserved. Additionally, Preservation Planners recommend continuing the
application for revisions or denying the waiver.

Duo Yu was present to represent the application. Mr. Yu presented photos of the property.
Daniel Herring commented that he thought the house should be preferably preserved.

Mr. Schorr made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Grissom seconded the
motion.

Affirmative: TS, MA, NG, HS, DC

Mr. Yu presented the proposed building plans. Mr. Schorr asked for clarification regarding raising the
height of the roof. Mr. Cornelius asked for clarification on the staff recommendation. Staff
commented that it was the opinion of staff that the proposed plans would alter the architectural



style of the house. Mr. Schorr commented that he agreed with staff comments. Mr. Herring
commented that he would be in favor of a two story house at this property.

The commission did not take further action on this item.
10. 38 Wetherell Street —Waiver of Demo Delay.

Staff presented that this is a ca. 1910 Queen Anne style house in a neighborhood with mixed historic
context.

Omar Youssef was present to represent the application. Mr. Youssef gave a presentation, showing
photos of the existing house before presenting the proposed building plans.

Mr. Cornelius asked if the entrances to the two units were staggered. Mr. Youseff confirmed they
were. Mr. Schorr suggested making the two units more differentiated. Mr. Armstrong agreed. Mr.
Youssef showed a rending of another house and asked if that approach would be better, and the
commissioners agreed that it would.

The commission did not take action on this item.
The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote.

Respectfully,
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