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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
NEWTON HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Date: April 24, 2025
Place/Time: Zoom, at 7:00 pm
Attending:
Doug Cornelius, Chair Anne Marie Stein, Member
Mark Armstrong, Member Scott Friedman, Alternate
Nancy Grissom, Member David Lewis, Chief Preservation Planner
Harvey Schorr, Member Kimberly Rose Crocker, Senior Preservation
Planner

The meeting was called to order via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. with Doug Cornelius serving as Chair. Voting
permanent members were Mark Armstrong, Nancy Grissom, Harvey Schorr, and Anne Marie Stein.
Alternate member Scott Friedman was designated to vote as not all voting members were present. David
Lewis, Chief Preservation Planner, acted as Zoom host and the meeting was digitally recorded on the
Zoom device.

1. 145 Warren Street —Local Landmark Review

Staff presented that the William L. Church Dai Buell (Greenidge) House is a 1916 Bungalow style
house designed by the architecture firm Morton & West. The home was originally owned by William
L. Church, but is best known for his niece who resided there, Josephine 'Dai' Buell Greenidge, a well-
known pianist. The commission has previously approved applications for an addition to this property,
this application is seeking approval for changes to the site plan include the installation of signs, a
mailbox, and a propane tank.

David Oliveri was present to represent the application. Mr. Oliveri gave a presentation using the
share screen function and described the proposed changes to the site plan.

Commissioners generally expressed approval for the proposed changes and for the project as a
whole.


http://www.newtonma.gov/

MaryLee Belleville commented that she was glad as well that the project was complete and
approved of the proposed location of the signage.

Ms. Stein made a motion to approve the proposed changes to the site plan. Mr. Schorr seconded the
motion.

Affirmative: HS, AMS, MA, NG, SF, DC
Negative:
Abstained / Recused:

2. 214 Auburn Street —Total Demolition of House and Garage

Staff presented that this is a well-preserved house and garage dating from ca. 1935 and one of two
remaining examples of the builder’s work. Staff recommends finding the property preferably
preserved.

Niko Giallousis was present to represent the application. Mr. Giallousis presented photos of the
house and described the context of the neighborhood and the condition of the existing house.

Commission Comment:

Mr. Cornelius commented that some of the context in the neighborhood had been lost with recent
demolitions.

Drew Ardini commented that he lived next door and had renovated his similar house previously.

Mr. Friedman made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Stein seconded the
motion.

Affirmative:

Negative: HS, AMS, MA, SF,.DC

Abstained / Recused: NG

3. 1535 Beacon Street —Total Demolition of House

Staff presented that this is a well-preserved 1906 Prairie Style house, in an inventoried neighborhood
which maintains a good sense of historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably
preserved.

Mike Stuchins was present to represent the application. Mr. Stuchins commented that there were
several properties nearby that had been demolished in recent years.

Councilor Wright commented that she was unable to see the application. Staff commented that
there was a technical error on the staff memo.

Mr. Armstrong made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Stein seconded the
motion.

Affirmative: HS, AMS, MA, SF, DC



Negative:
Abstained / Recused:
4. 886-888 Chestnut Street —Total Demolition of House

Staff presented that this is a 1954 Garrison Colonial style house and welcomed discussion about the
historical significance of the property.

Niko Giallousis was present to represent the application. Mr. Giallousis presented photos of the
house and surrounding neighborhood and described the style of the house and alterations that had
been made.

Mr. Friedman made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Stein seconded the
motion.

Affirmative:

Negative: NG, HS, AMS, MA, SF, DC

5. 48 Erie Avenue —Partial Demolition of House and Total Demolition of Garage
The applicant withdrew this application prior to the meeting.

6. 19 Quirk Court —Partial Demolition of House

Staff presented that this is a ca. 1895 house in a well-preserved neighborhood. Staff recommends
finding the property preferably preserved and welcomes discussion of the proposed addition.

Brian Sparrow was present to represent the application. Mr. Cornelius explained the partial
demolition process. The commission voted on whether or not to find the property preferably
preserved.

Affirmative: AMS, MA, NG, SF
Negative: HS
Mr. Sparrow presented photos of the house and the proposed addition plans.

Mr. Cornelius commented that he generally was in favor of the plan and preserving the house. Ms.
Stein agreed.

MaryLee Belleville commented that she liked the plan as well.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the proposed plans. Ms.
Stein seconded the motion.

Affirmative: NG, HS, AMS, MA, SF, DC

Negative:



7. 194 Winslow Road —Partial Demolition of House

Staff presented that this is a ca. 1897 Victorian style residence within a prevalent historic context.
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and welcomes discussion on design of
proposal.

Bee Howes was present to represent the application. Ms. Howes presented photos of the house. The
commission voted unanimously to find the property preferably preserved.

Ms. Howes presented the proposed addition plan and rendering; and described the proposed
project and intended materials.

Commissioners agreed that they liked the proposed design.

Councilor Wright commented that she liked the proposed design. Karen Lumino, MaryLee Belleville,
and Brendan Paradis agreed.

Mr. Friedman made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn. Ms.
Grissom seconded the motion.

Affirmative: NG, HS, AMS, SF, MA, DC
Negative:
8. 20 Marlboro Street —Partial Demolition of House

Staff presented that this is an inventoried, ca. 1900 Queen Anne style house. Staff recommends
finding the property preferably preserved, and approves of the proposed plans.

Claude Sangiolo was present to represent the application. The commission voted unanimously to
find the property preferably preserved.

Staff shared the submitted elevation drawings and Mr. Sangiolo described the proposed plans and
explained the project.

Mr. Armstrong commented that he liked the proposed design.

MaryLee Belleville commented that she thought the design looked nice. Ms. Grissom agreed. Mr.
Armstrong commented that he thought the proposed siding material was more appropriate for the
architectural style.

Mr. Armstrong made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn with
the revision of using clapboard siding. Mr. Friedman seconded the motion.

Affirmative: NG, HS, AMS, SF, MA, DC
Negative:
9. 156 Highland Street —Partial Demolition of Garage

Staff presented that this is a ca. 1900 carriage house on an inventoried property. Staff recommends
finding the property preferably preserved, and welcomes discussion of the proposed alterations to
the structure.



Mr. Cornelius explained that he was an abutter of the property and needed to recuse himself from
the item. Mr. Armstrong served as chair for this item.

Evan Holbritter was present to represent the application. Mr. Holbritter shared photos and a site plan
of the existing carriage house, and presented the proposed plans for moving and altering the
structure.

MaryLee Belleville commented that she thought the project was great. Mr. Armstrong agreed.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the proposed plans. Mr.
Armstrong seconded the motion.

Affirmative: NG, HS, AMS, SF, MA

Negative:

Recused: DC

10. 31 Emerald Street—Waiver of Demolition Delay

Staff presented that this is an inventoried ca. 1890 vernacular Colonial Revival style house.

Kyle Xue was present to represent the application. Mr. Xue presented photos of the house and
neighborhood, followed by the proposed plans for new construction.

Mr. Cornelius commented that he was unsure if the Modern style design fit into the neighborhood,
but that he did like the massing of the design. Mr. Schorr commented that he did not think the form
of the design fit in with the context of the neighborhood.

Susan Bianchi commented that she agreed with Mr. Schorr. Ms. Stein commented that she disagreed
with Mr. Schorr and that she liked the design. Councilor Wright commented that she did not like the
design and did not think that it fit into the neighborhood. Mr. Armstrong commented that he liked
the design.

Mr. Friedman made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans. Ms. Grissom
seconded the motion.

Affirmative: NG, AMS, SF, MA, DC

Negative: HS

11. 22 Arden Road-Waiver of Demolition Delay

Staff presented that this is a 1924 Colonial Revival in a well-preserved neighborhood.

Irina lvanova was present to represent the application. Ms. lvanova described the condition of the
existing house, and then presented the proposed new construction plans.

Mr. Cornelius commented that he hoped the new design would have more elements of Colonial
Revival design.



Janet Sterman commented that she did not think the design fit into the neighborhood. Karen Lumino
commented that she also did not think that the proposed design incorporated Colonial Revival
details.

Ms. Stein commented that she did not like the design. Mr. Armstrong commented that he was
generally okay with the proposed design, but did not like the position of the garage.

The commission did not take action on this item.
12. 123 Langley Road-Waiver of Demolition Delay
Staff presented that this is a ca. 1900 Vernacular Queen Anne style house.

Ilya Fuchs was present to represent the application. Mr. Fuchs presented the proposed plans and
explained the changes that had been made to the design since the previous month.

Mr. Armstrong commented that he did not like the placement and size of certain windows, but
otherwise was okay with the design. Mr. Friedman commented that he liked the changes that were
made. Ms. Stein commented that she also did not like some large windows on the design. Mr. Schorr
commented that there were some improvements made, but asked if it was possible to split up the
entrances to the two units.

MaryLee Belleville commented that she thought the design had improved but that she did not think
it would mitigate the loss of the historic building. Charles Farrell commented that he also did not
think it mitigated the loss of the building.

Mr. Friedman made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans. Mr. Schorr
seconded the motion.

Affirmative: SF, DC
Negative: NG, HS, AMS, MA.
The motion did not pass and the demolition delay was not waived.

Administrative Discussion:

The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote.

Respectfully,
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