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Date:  March 27th, 2025 

Place/Time: Zoom, at 7:00 PM 

Attending: Doug Cornelius, Chair    John Rice, Vice Chair 

   Harvey Schorr, Member 

Nancy Grissom, Member     

Kimberly Crocker, Staff     

 

The meeting was called to order via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. with Doug Cornelius serving as Chair. Voting 
permanent members were John Rice, Harvey Schorr, and Nancy Grissom. Alternate member Scott 
Friedman was appointed a voting member as not all members were present. Kimberly Crocker acted as 
Zoom host and the meeting was digitally recorded on the Zoom device. 

 

1. 78 Manchester Road – Request for Demolition 

Request for Total Demolition 

Staff Reported that this is a 1930 Colonial Revival style house in a well-preserved, inventoried 
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 

Laurance Lee was present to represent the application. Mr. Lee gave a presentation using the share 
screen function, showing photos of the exterior of the home and the garage. 

Mr. Schorr inquired about issues with the grade and foundation. Ms. Grissom asked if there was 
water damage to the property, and also asked if the existing home could be raised. Mr. Cornelius 
commented that he felt that there was historic context to the neighborhood.  

Ms. Grissom made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Friedman seconded the 
motion.  



At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on March 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission, 
by vote of 4-1:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
NG SF  
HS   
JR   
DC   

 

2. 132 Brandeis Road – Request for Demolition 

Request for Total Demolition  

Staff Reported that This is a 1963 Split-Level Ranch house in a well-preserved and planned inventory 
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 

Laurance Lee was present to represent the application. Mr. Lee gave a presentation using the share 
screen function, showing a map of the neighborhood.  

Mr. Cornelius commented that other properties in the area had been found preferably preserved 
and that there was context in the neighborhood. Ms. Grissom and Mr. Friedman agreed.  

Mr. Friedman made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Grissom seconded the 
motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on March 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission, 
by vote of 5-0:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
NG   
SF   
HS   
JR   
DC   

 

3. 518 California Street – Request for Demolition 

Request for Total Demolition 

Staff Reported that this is a 1951 Cottage style Ranch house in a well-preserved and inventoried 
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 

Nick DiDuca was present to represent the application. Mr. DiDuca argued that the property was not 
historically significant.  



Mr. Schorr commented that there were other houses of similar size in the area, and suggested that 
the property could be expanded instead of demolished.  

Mr. Friedman made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Grissom seconded the 
motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on March 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission, 
by vote of 2-3:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. The motion failed and demolition was not 
delayed.  

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
HS SF  
NG JR  
 DC  

 

4. 250 Webster Street – Request for Demolition 

Request for Total Demolition 

Staff Reported that this is an inventoried ca. 1860 vernacular workers cottage. Staff recommends 
finding the property preferably preserved. 

Ivan Klyuchak was present to represent the application, but experienced technical difficulties with 
the Zoom application. Mr. Cornelius used the share screen function to show photographs of the 
house and described the property.  

Mr. Cornelius commented that there was some new construction in the area, but some historic 
context remained.  

MaryLee Belleville commented that she agreed there was historic context remaining in the 
neighborhood, and recommended finding the property preferably preserved. 

Mr. Friedman made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Grissom seconded the 
motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on March 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission, 
by vote of 5-0  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
NG    
HS   
SF   
JR   
DC   

 



5. 65 Levbert Road – Request for Demolition 

Request for Total Demolition 

Staff Reported that this is a 1963 split-level ranch in a neighborhood that retains a sense of historic 
context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 

Carmine Petruzziello was present to represent the application. Mr. Petruzziello used the share screen 
function to show photos of the house and neighborhood, and described the property and 
surrounding area.  

Mr. Cornelius commented that there was a mix of historic context in the area. Mr. Schorr 
commented that there were other houses of a same style and vintage in the area.  

Ms. Grissom made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Schorr seconded the 
motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on March 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission, 
by vote of 3-2:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
NG SF  
HS DC  
JR   

 

6. 16 Chaske Avenue – Request for Demolition 

Request for partial demolition of the house and total demolition of the garage 

Staff Reported that this is a 1927 Dutch Colonial style house in a well-preserved neighborhood. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved and approves of the proposed addition. 

Jacob Gadbois was present to represent the application. Mr. Cornelius explained the partial 
demolition process, and the commission voted on finding the property preferably preserved.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on March 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission, 
by vote of 5-0:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved and the garage not preferably preserved. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
NG   
SF   
HS   
JR   
DC   

 



Mr. Gadbois used the share screen function to present the proposed addition plans for the property, 
and explained the proposed changes to the existing house. 

Mr. Schorr recommended bringing the volume of the addition down slightly or adding detail to retain 
the Dutch Colonial style of the main block of the house.  

MaryLee Belleville commented that she supported the project for preserving the original house.  

Ms. Grissom made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as proposed. Mr. 
Friedman seconded the motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on March 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission, 
by vote of 5-0:  

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as proposed. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
NG   
SF   
HS   
JR   
DC   

 

7. 72 Indiana Terrace – Request for Demolition 

Request for Partial Demolition  

Staff Reported that this is a ca.1910 Bungalow style house in a preserved neighborhood. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and welcomes discussion on proposed 
plans. 

Ashley Proctor was present to represent the application. Ms. Proctor explained the history of the 
property and described the intention of the proposed project. Mr. Cornelius used the share screen 
function to show photos of the house. Mr. Schorr commented that he thought the property should 
be preferably preserved, and Ms. Grissom agreed. The commission voted on finding the property 
preferably preserved.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on March 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission, 
by vote of 4-1:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
NG DC  
SF   
HS   
JR   

 



Staff presented the submitted plans for the addition to the property. The contractor for the project 
described the proposed changes.  

Mr. Schorr commented that he did not like the proposed design, and suggested a different roof form.  

MaryLee Belleville commented that she agreed with Mr. Schorr.  

The commission did not take action on this item.  

8. 55 Exeter Street – Request for Demolition  

Request for Partial Demolition  

Staff Reported that this is a 1936 Tudor style house features unique architectural features. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and welcomes discussion on proposed 
plans. 

Eric Mercier was present to represent the application. Mr. Cornelius explained the partial demolition 
process. Mr. Mercier described the existing house. Mr. Mercier used the share screen function to 
show the existing house. The commission voted on finding the property preferably preserved. 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on March 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission, 
by vote of 5-0:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
NG   
SF   
HS   
JR   
DC   

 

Mr. Mercier showed the proposed plans using the share screen function and described the proposed 
project.  

Mr. Cornelius commented that he thought the proposed project was generally good.  

Mr. Friedman made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Rice seconded the 
motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on March 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission, 
by vote of 5-0:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
NG   
HS   
JR   
SF   



DC   
 

9. 30 Timson Path – Request for Waiver 

Request for Waiver 

Request for Waiver of Demolition Delay 

Staff Reported that this is a 1948 Postwar Traditional ranch style house in Oak Hill Park. 

Carmine Petruzziello was present to represent the application. Mr. Petruzziello gave a presentation 
using the share screen function, showing photos of the existing house and neighborhood and then 
presenting the proposed elevation drawings. Mr. Cornelius and Ms. Grissom asked clarifying 
questions about the design.  

MaryLee Belleville commented that she did not think the proposed design mitigated the loss of the 
historic building.  

Mr. Cornelius commented that he had difficulty with designs in Oak Hill Park, due to the loss of 
historic context in the neighborhood. Mr. Friedman agreed. Mr. Schorr commented that he thought 
the building looked more commercial than residential.  Ms. Grissom commented that she did not 
think the design was symmetrical. Mr. Schorr agreed, and commented that it was not asymmetrical 
enough. 

The commission did not take action on this item.  

10. 123 Langley Road – Request for Waiver 

Request for Waiver 

Request for Waiver of Demolition Delay 

Staff Reported that this is a ca. 1900 Vernacular Queen Anne style house. 

Jack Groper was present to represent the application. Mr. Groper gave a presentation using the 
share screen function, showing the proposed plan for new construction and describing the project.  

Mr. Schorr asked a question about some of the rooflines and shapes. 

Elizabeth Hirsch read a statement arguing against waiving the demolition delay and allowing for the 
property to be demolished. MaryLee Belleville commented that she did not think the design 
mitigated the loss of the historic building. Mr. Cornelius commented that he agreed that the design 
did not mitigate the loss of the historic building. Mr. Schorr commented that adding verticality 
through the design and breaking up the massing could help fit into the neighborhood better.  

The commission did not take action on this item.   

11. 411 Dudley Road – Request for Waiver 

Request for Waiver 

Request for Waiver of Demolition Delay 



Staff Reported that this is a 1950 ranch style home. 

Rebecca Stein and Dror Avieli were present to represent the application. They described their 
proposed project and how they came up with their design, before sharing the proposed elevations 
using the share screen function.  

The commissioners commented that they liked the design.  

Mr. Friedman made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn. Ms. 
Grissom seconded the motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on March 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission, 
by vote of 5-0:  

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
NG   
SF   
HS   
JR   
DC   

 
12. 5 Keller Path – Request for Waiver 

Request for Waiver of Demolition Delay 

Staff Reported that this is a 1915 Dutch Colonial in a well-preserved, inventoried neighborhood.  

Dan Burmenko was present to represent the application. Mr. Burmenko gave a presentation using 
the share screen function, showing photos of the neighborhood and then presenting the proposed 
plans for new construction.  

Mr. Cornelius voiced concerns about the height of the building, and then commented that he did not 
think the design fit in the neighborhood. Mr. Schorr commented that the volumes of the house were 
interesting, but that the design overall left a lot to be desired. Mr. Friedman commented that he 
agreed with Mr. Schorr.  

MaryLee Belleville commented that she agreed the house did not fit in the neighborhood.  

The commission did not take action on this item.  

Administrative Discussion:  

The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote.  

Respectfully,  

, NHC  

 


