By City Clerk at 3:30 pm, Jan 22, 2026

[RECEIVED

|

Zoning & Planning and Finance
Committee Agenda

City of Newton
In City Council

Monday, January 26, 2026

7:00PM

The Zoning & Planning and Finance Committees will hold this joint meeting as a

virtual meeting on Monday, January 26, 2026 at 7pm that the public may access

via Zoom. To attend this meeting via Zoom use this link: https://newtonma-

gov.zoom.us/j/82164698001 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the following
\Meeting ID: 821 6469 8001.

/

Items Scheduled for Discussion:

Chair’s note: The Finance Committee will join the Zoning & Planning Committee for item #60-26
and will adjourn after the conclusion of the item.

Referred to Zoning & Planning and Finance Committees

#60-26 CPC recommendation to appropriate $600,000 in CPA Historic Resource
funding
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the appropriation of
six hundred thousand dollars ($600,000) in Community Preservation Act Historic
Resource funding with five hundred five thousand nine hundred thirty-nine
dollars and thirty-five cents ($505,939.35) from Acct# 58R10498- 579008,
Historic Resource Reserve Funds, and ninety-four thousand sixty dollars and
sixty-five cents ($94,060.65) from Acct# 5800-3599, Unrestricted Prior Year
Reserves, to the control of the Planning & Development Department for a grant
to the Suzuki School for their elevator project.

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee
#20-26 Request for discussion and possible amendments to enhance the preservation
of existing homes

The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to persons
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For
the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711
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COUNCILORS BAKER, WRIGHT, OLIVER, MALAKIE, FARRELL, GETZ, and KALIS
requesting a discussion and possible amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning or other
City Ordinances to enhance the preservation of existing homes over their
replacement by larger and more expensive structures.

Requesting a discussion on VCOD and Accessibility of the Auburndale and West
Newton Commuter Rail Stations

COUNCILORS BLOCK, MALAKIE, and FARRELL requesting a discussion to consider
whether the VCOD districts in Auburndale and West Newton should be
suspended or changed in some other way until such time as work has begun
making the Auburndale and West Newton commuter rail stations accessible for
people with disabilities.

Ordinance change in Chapter 30 to allow raised beds in the front and rear
setback under certain conditions

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT and KELLEY requesting a discussion and amendments to
Chapter 30, Zoning to exempt raised beds 4- feet or less from the definition of a
structure and allow them to be placed within the setback. (180 days:
07/19/2026)

Respectfully Submitted,

R. Lisle Baker, Chair, Zoning & Planning Committee
Rebecca Walker Grossman, Chair, Finance Committee
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