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Conservation Commission
AGENDA
January 29, 2026

Location: Zoom. This meeting will be a virtual meeting.
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/84860712569 or +13052241968,,848607125694#

Time: 7:00 pm

NOTE: The Chair may take items out of order and may limit discussion

NOTE: Packets and full applications are available on the Commission’s website.

WETLANDS DECISIONS

1) Cold Spring Park — Notice of Intent — invasive tree removal, amur cork -- DEP file # 239-
1008 (estimated start 7:00, estimated duration: 30 minutes)

Owner/Applicant: Newton Parks and Recreation

Representative(s): Jon Regosin (Newton Conservators), Alan Nogee (Friends of Cold Spring
Park)

Request: Issue an Order of Conditions

Proposed project summary: Remove invasive Amur cork trees from Cold Spring Park

Plans and documents submitted:

e Protecting the Health of Cold Spring Park Forests: Invasive Cork Tree Control -- A
Public-Private Partnership. Prepared by Jon Regosin Ph.D., January 12, 2026
e Attachment 2: Map of Wetland Resource Area

Documents in packets: Project narrative (9 pgs)

Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos

Jurisdiction and Performance Standards:

e Flood Zone (10.57)
a. Compensatory storage shall be provided for all flood storage volume lost...
b. Work shall not restrict flows so as to cause an increase in flood stage or velocity.

The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to persons with
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of
Newton’s ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089.

For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.
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c. Work in those portions of bordering land subject to flooding found to be
significant to the protection of wildlife habitat shall not impair its capacity to
provide important wildlife habitat functions.

Riverfront Area (10.58(4)):

(a) Protection of Other Resource Areas.

(b) Protection of Rare Species.

(c) No Practicable and Substantially Equivalent Economic Alternatives.
(d) No Significant Adverse Impact.

1. Within 200 foot riverfront areas, the issuing authority may allow the alteration
of up to 5000 square feet or 10% of the riverfront area within the lot,
whichever is greater ..., provided that:

a. At a minimum, a 100’ wide area of undisturbed vegetation is provided...
preserved or extended to the max. extent feasible....

b. Stormwater is managed ...

c. Proposed work does not impair the capacity of the riverfront area to
provide important wildlife habitat functions. ...

d. ... incorporating erosion and sedimentation controls and other measures
to attenuate nonpoint source pollution.

BVW: 10.55(4)

(a) work in a Bordering Vegetated Wetland shall not destroy or otherwise impair any
portion of the BVW

(b) The ConCom may permit the loss of up to 5000 square feet of BVW when said
area is replaced IF: ...

(c) The ConCom may permit the loss of a portion of BVW when ...;

(d) No project may be permitted which will have any adverse effect on specified
habitat sites of rare species

(e) No work shall destroy or otherwise impair any Area of Critical Environmental
Concern

Staff Notes:

Impetus. Amur cork is an invasive exotic that spreads by seed and by root
propagation and forms dense colonies, crowding out native species.
Permit Process. This is being filed as an Ecological Restoration Limited Project.

o A “limited” project need not meet all the performance standards for each
relevant wetland resource area.

o Alimited project OOC is discretionary — The Commission must confirm that
the project meets the limited project requirements (10.53) and condition the
project appropriately.

o 10.04. Ecological Restoration Limited Project means an Ecological Restoration
Project that meets the eligibility criteria set forth in 310 CMR ... 10.53(4)

o 10.04. Ecological Restoration Project. The “primary purpose is to restore or
otherwise improve the natural capacity of a Resource Area(s) to protect and
sustain the interests ...”
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o 10.53(4)(a)5. It must “improve the natural capacity of a Resource Area(s) to
protect the interests identified in M.G.L. c. 131, § 40”

o 10.53(4)(e) A list of types of projects allowed includes 5. “Other Restoration
Projects”. It goes on to say “Such projects include, but are not limited to, the
restoration, enhancement or management of Rare Species habitat, the
restoration of hydrologic and habitat connectivity, ...”

o The permit process has been followed and required materials submitted:

= WPA Form 3 — Notice of Intent. Appendix A: Ecological Restoration
Limited Project Checklists

= Appendix 1. Proof of publication of notice in the Environmental
Monitor (published January 9, 2026)

o The Commission must issue an Ecological Restoration OOC (Form 5).

e Project. The team took staff recommendations to heart and has developed a
carefully considered plan that will:

o Utilize Northern Tree, the City’s on-call arborist, to use rubber-tired vehicles
on established stone dust trails and asphalt to flush cut and fell trees that
abut trails, parking lots, playgrounds, and private property

o Utilize Essex Horticulture to use hand tools and the hack-and-squirt method
to treat mid-sized and large trees in the wooded interior, and hand tools to
cut, fell, and paint small trees.

o This large-scale restoration effort to be undertaken by a team of City staff,
City contractors, volunteers, and grant donors is to be applauded.

o Trees have been mapped using a transect method. Contractors will trace the
transects and address all trees.

o Team leaders will review the contractors’ work to ensure that all identified
trees have been appropriately addressed.

o The team will be utilizing the hack-and-squirt method wherever larger trees
do not threaten users of trails.

o The infestation is dense in some areas, sparse in other areas, but the team is
confident that with on-going control efforts they can beat back the Amur cork
and allow natives to re-establish.

e DEP comments (emphasis added) note: “The ecological restoration project shall
incorporate supplemental native tree plantings/seedlings to meet the project
purpose.”

Staff Recommendations: Vote to close the hearing and issue an Order of Conditions that
requires:

e Within 2 years of initial removal, the planting of at least 24 (tubed or caged) native
seedlings, 20 feet on center, distributed among the 6 largest areas of removal, per
DEP’s requirement.

e The submission of a post-initial-removal report to the Conservation Office
documenting success of removal, and
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e The submission of 5 semi-annual monitoring/maintenance reports (July, and
January) identifying any missed individual Amur cork trees and resprouting and
summarizing any additional invasive control and replanting efforts undertaken.

2) 140 Dartmouth St — Request for Amended Order of Conditions — changes to hardscape,
plantings -- DEP file # 239-990 (estimated start 7:30, estimated duration: 20 minutes)

Owner/Applicant: Jamie and Elyse Leventhal

Representative(s): Jon Russo

Request: Issue an amended OOC.

Proposed project summary: Expand the prior-approve patio area, remove the juniper
thicket, and modify the prior-approved mitigation planting plan.

Plans and documents submitted: 140 Dartmouth St. By Peter Nolan Associates and Spruhan
Engineering. Last revised 01/07/26. Stamped and signed 1/12/2026.

Sheet 1 of 6. Materials and Layout
Sheet 2 of 6. Civil Plan

Sheet 3 of 6. Planting Schematic
Sheet 4,5,6. Details

Documents in packets: New site plan, new planting plan, previously approved site and
planting plans

Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos

Jurisdiction and Performance Standards:

e BVW: 10.55(4)
(@) work in a Bordering Vegetated Wetland shall not destroy or otherwise impair any
portion of the BVW
(b) The ConCom may permit the loss of up to 5000 square feet of BVW when said
area is replaced IF: ...
(c) The ConCom may permit the loss of a portion of BYW when ..,;
(d) No project may be permitted which will have any adverse effect on specified
habitat sites of rare species
(e) No work shall destroy or otherwise impair any Area of Critical Environmental
Concern
e Buffer Zone 10.53(1): General Provisions
“... the Issuing Authority shall impose conditions to protect the interests of the
Act identified for the adjacent Resource Area. ... where prior development is
extensive, may consider measures such as the restoration of natural vegetation
adjacent to a Resource Area to protect the interest of [the Act].”

Staff Notes:

e Two significant changes are being proposed to the plans that were approved in
October 2024.
1. The patio and stair area is proposed to be an additional 410 sf in size.
= The approved increase in impervious area in buffer zone = 1,857 sf
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3)

= The new proposed increase in impervious in buffer zone = 2,267 sf
2. The ~4,000 sf thicket of juniper is proposed to be removed and replaced with
lawn.

e The mitigation planting area (restoring BVW lawn to trees, shrubs, and “meadow”):

o has a good palette of native trees and shrubs

o has been enhanced with 1 additional tree and 16 additional shrubs

o Staff question whether that enhancement addresses the new proposal to
remove the juniper thicket.

o Staff question the use of American beeches which are succumbing to disease.

o Staff question the placement of American beech and white pine in a wetland.

o Staff note the need for a long-term maintenance plan for the wet meadow to
ensure it will not (inadvertently) be maintained as lawn.

o Staff feel that it would be appropriate to require bounds with medallions that
indicate “restoration area, do not disturb”.

e On plan right, icons for a boulder wall were added to the plans, but the grading was
not modified. Grading changes are still shown going right up to the trunks of the
hemlocks. There has already been disturbance of the roots of the hemlocks.

e On plan left, icons for a boulder wall were added to the plans, but the grading was
not modified so finished conditions are not clear. There is currently a steep grade
change at the property line, stabilized by the (now failing) silt fence and compost
sock.

e Blue circles remain on the civil plan. They create a bit of confusion because they:

o Are identified as trees (but are a combination of trees and shrubs).
o Are arandom subset of the trees and shrubs shown on the planting plan.

e Any/all proposed site changes must be reviewed by Engineering under a SITE
application.

o Note: SITE applications are for Engineering to review and approve design
work; ENG applications are for contractors to pull permits to do actual
construction work based on approved plans.

Staff Recommendations: Await responses from the applicant team. Determine whether final
proposed changes are approvable with an amended OOC. If so, vote to close the hearing
and issue an amended OOC referencing new plans and adding conditions, as necessary.

1 Malvern Terrace — Enforcement Order update — mitigation planting area -- DEP file # 239-
808 (estimated start 7:50, estimated duration: 15 minutes)

Owner/Applicant: Mandayam Srinivasan

Representative(s): John Rockwood (EcoTec)

Request: Review and approve proposed invasive control, planting plan, and schedule for
mitigation planting area required under an open Enforcement Order.

Proposed project summary: Single-family house tear-down/rebuild (with expanded
degraded area) and expanded planting area to compensate

Plans and documents submitted: Planting Schematic - 1.14.2026
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Documents in packets: Annotated planting plan

Additional documents presented at the meeting: site photos

Jurisdiction and Performance Standards:

e Riverfront Area (10.58(5)): Work shall:

a. Result in an improvement over existing conditions.

Stormwater management is provided according to standards.

Proposed work shall not be closer to the river than existing cond.

Proposed work shall be located away from the river.

Proposed work shall not exceed the existing degraded area.

Despite what it says in 310 CMR 10.58(5)(c), (d), and (e), more alteration

closer to the river may be allowed if an applicant proposes restoration ... of at

least 1:1 ...

g. Despite what it says in 310 CMR 10.58(5)(c), (d), or (e), more alteration closer
to the river may be allowed if an applicant proposes mitigation ... of at least
2:1

h. The issuing authority shall include a continuing condition in the COC
prohibiting further alteration within the restoration or mitigation area.

e Flood Zone (10.57)
d. Compensatory storage shall be provided for all flood storage volume lost...
e. Work shall not restrict flows so as to cause an increase in flood stage or
velocity.
f. Work in those portions of bordering land subject to flooding found to be
significant to the protection of wildlife habitat shall not impair its capacity to
provide important wildlife habitat functions.

"m0 ooo

Staff Notes:

e A revised planting plan was received.
o Originally approved: 2,720 sf
=  Proposed: 3350 sf = ~20% increase.
o Originally approved: 5 saplings + 3 additional saplings required by the MOU
=  Proposed: 10 (6 new and 4 existing “robust” saplings) = increase of 2.
= Plus, there are 4 green ash “volunteers” = increase of 6.
o Originally approved: 134 smaller shrubs
= Proposed: 128 larger shrubs = 6 fewer but all larger shrubs.
o Trees and shrubs are intended to be planted in May/Early June 2026.
e Staff would like to modify the planting plan a bit.

o It appears that not all the saplings in the mitigation planting area (along the
goose fence line) have been located on the plan. If so, that should corrected
to inform placement of new saplings.

o The south side of the mitigation planting area has only 2 “robust” saplings
(Green ash trees are susceptible to Emerald Ash Borer). Staff suggest moving
1 red maple from the property line and 1 weeping willow from near the river
to more evenly distribute the more “robust” saplings.
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e Staff note that the erosion control line around the new discharge in the mitigation
planting area is not per the plans and that the erosion control line continuing to the
northern property line was not and is not properly installed. Both must be corrected
as soon as weather conditions allow.

Staff Recommendations: Approve the proposed planting plan (with the above change in
layout), planting schedule, and reporting schedule.

4) 370 Quinobequin Rd — COC Request — addition, planting -- DEP file # 239-948 (estimated
start 8:05, estimated duration: 5 minutes)
Owner/Applicant: Seth Kosto
Representative(s): Goddard Consulting
Request: Issue a complete COC
Proposed project summary: addition to house, restoration of Conservation Restriction
planting area
Plans and documents submitted: All required paperwork was received
Documents in packets: Approved site and restoration planting plan
Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos
Jurisdiction and Performance Standards: BVW and Buffer Zone
Staff Notes: The site is in compliance with the approved plans. All required submittals have
been provided
Staff Recommendations: Vote to issue a complete COC.
CONSERVATION AREAS
5) Old Deer Park Beekeeper Update and License Renewal (estimated start 8:10, estimated

duration: 15 minutes)
Owner: Newton Conservation Commission

Representative(s): Mark Lewis

Request: Issue another license to allow Mark Lewis to maintain 6 hives at the Old Deer Park

Proposed project summary: Continue to maintain hives as has been occurring since 2016

Plans and documents submitted:

e Annual log of activities at and associated with the Old Deer Park, current through the
end of 2025.

e Results of honey analysis indicating what plants his bees are feeding.

e MDAR inspection report from October 2025.

Documents in packets: Log, draft license.

Additional documents presented at the meeting: none
Staff Notes:

e Mark Lewis continues to be a very diligent licensee, adhering to every detail of the
license agreement and assisting as a volunteer land steward of the Old Deer Park.
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e Discuss the findings of his honey study.
e Discuss whether to renew his license and, if so, for how long (1, 2, or 3 years).

Staff Recommendations: Vote to approve a new license for 2 years.

OTHER DECISIONS

6) Minutes to be approved (estimated start 8:25, estimated duration: 5 minutes)

Documents in packets: Draft 1/8/26 minutes.

Vote to approve the 1/8/26 minutes.

Volunteer: Who will volunteer to review the 1/29/2026 minutes?
DISCUSSION AND UPDATES
7) Updates (estimated start 8:30, estimated duration: 5 minutes)

MACC Annual Environmental Conference: Saturday, Feb 28. Holy Cross

Commissioner terms expiring in 2026: Lunin and Zabel (31-May-26), Cade (31-Jul-26)
PUBLIC COMMENT
ADJOURNMENT (estimated time 8:35)

Page 8 of 8



	CONSERVATION AREAS
	OTHER DECISIONS
	DISCUSSION AND UPDATES
	PUBLIC COMMENT
	ADJOURNMENT (estimated time 8:35)

