Telephone
(617) 796-1120 Telefax
(617) 796-1142
TDD/TTY
(617) 796-1089

City of Newton, Massachusetts  wwwnewtonmagov

Department of Planning and Development Barney S. Heath
Ruthanne Fuller 1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 Director
Mayor
Date: February 27%, 2025

Place/Time: Zoom, at 7:00 PM

Attending: Doug Cornelius, Chair John Rice, Vice Chair
Mark Armstrong, Member Harvey Schorr, Member
Nancy Grissom, Member Anne Marie Stein, Member

David Lewis, Staff

The meeting was called to order via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. with Doug Cornelius serving as Chair. Voting
permanent members were John Rice, Mark Armstrong, Harvey Schorr, Nancy Grissom, and Anne Marie
Stein. David Lewis acted as Zoom host and the meeting was digitally recorded on the Zoom device.

1. 312 Lake Avenue — Request for Demolition
Request for Total Demolition

Staff Reported that this is an inventoried, ca. 1890 house in a neighborhood with a good sense of
historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Laurance Lee was present to represent the application. Mr. Lee gave a presentation using the share
screen function, showing photos of the exterior of the home and the garage.

Ms. Stein commented that the house and neighborhood were nice, and that the property could be
renovated instead of demolished. Mr. Rice commented that the neighborhood has context and the
property is inventoried, and as such demolition should be delayed. Mr. Cornelius and Ms. Grissom
agreed the property should be renovate.

MaryLee Belleville commented that she agreed with Ms. Stein, and that the property should be
renovated. Serge Nedeljkovic commented that the property should be preserved. Councilor Wright
commented that she agreed with previous speakers that this property should be renovated and



saved. Barbara Darnell commented in support of preservation. Susan Tornheim commented that she
also supported preservation.

Mr. Rice made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Stein seconded the motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 6-0:

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused:
MA
NG
AMS
HS
JR
DC

2. 268 Prince Street — Request for Demolition
Request for Total Demolition

Staff Reported that this is a ca. 1907 Dutch Colonial style house, in an inventoried neighborhood that
retains a good sense of historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably
preserved.

Laurance Lee was present to represent the application.

Mr. Cornelius asked if moving the house forward on the lot had been explored. Mr. Cornelius
commented that the house was significant in his opinion. Ms. Stein commented that this
neighborhood was well-preserved, and the house should be preserved.

Councilor Wright commented that the house should be preferably preserved in her opinion. Bruce
Yankner commented that it would be an irreplaceable loss if this house were to be demolished. Mr.
Cornelius commented that the commission received several letters in support of finding the property
preferably preserved. Robert Fizek inquired about the process of creating additional local historic
districts. Mr. Rice inquired about whether a second building could be constructed on the rear lot and
the historic building be preserved. Councilor Kelley commented in support of that idea, and clarified
the zoning process.

Ms. Stein made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Grissom seconded the
motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 6-0:

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused:
MA




NG

AMS

HS

JR

DC

3. 270 Derby Street — Request for Demolition
Request for Total Demolition

Staff Reported that this is an inventoried, ca. 1860 Vernacular worker’s cottage in a neighborhood
that retains a sense of historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

No one was present to represent the application. Staff shared photographs of the house and
described the exterior.

Ms. Stein commented that she thought the house was representative of a time, but that it was not
livable.

Councilor Wright commented that she would be in favor of finding the property preferably
preserved. Robert Fizek commented that structures like this are commonly demolished, and
recommended finding the property preferably preserved. MaryLee Belleville commented that she
thought there was context in the neighborhood. Janet Sterman commented that she thought the
property was livable. Mr. Armstrong commented that the lot was not very large.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Stein seconded the
motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 2-4:

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. The motion failed, and demolition was not
delayed.

Voting in the Affirmative:

Voting in the Negative:

Abstained/Recused:

NG

MA

HS

AMS

JR
DC

4. 233 California Street — Request for Demolition
Request for Total Demolition

Staff Reported that this is an inventoried, ca. 1900 Victorian Eclectic style house in a neighborhood
that retains a sense of historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Samuel Contreras was present to represent the application. Mr. Contreras commented that the
property was in poor condition. Pelin Sevgi was also present to represent the project. Ms. Sevgi gave




a presentation using the share screen function, showing photos of the existing house and explaining
the rationale for wanting to demolish the property.

Ms. Grissom commented that many houses in the neighborhood had either been torn down or
added on to, but that this property fit in with the original context of the neighborhood. Mr.
Armstrong agreed, and commented that the property should be preferably preserved.

Robert Fizek commented that he thought the property should be preferably preserved.

Mr. Armstrong made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Grissom seconded the
motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 5-1:

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused:
MA AMS
NG
HS
JR

DC

5. 73 Clearwater Road — Request for Demolition
Request for Total Demolition

Staff Reported that staff welcomes discussion of the historical significance of this 1948 Cape style
house.

Harold Coxall was present to represent the application. Mr. Coxall commented that he was hoping to
renovate the property and add an addition, but that it was not feasible to do so. Robert Williamson,
an architect for the project, was also present to explain the options that were explored.

Ms. Stein commented that she did not think there was a lot of context to the neighborhood.
There was no public comment.

Ms. Grissom commented that this house is similar to many of those that have been torn down in this
neighborhood.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Stein seconded the
motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 4-2:

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved.



Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused:
MA AMS

NG DC

HS

JR

6. 42 Lindbergh Avenue — Request for Demolition
Request for Total Demolition

Staff Reported that this is a 1935 Garrison Colonial style house in a well-preserved neighborhood
with many similar homes. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Chao Yu and Dan Wu were present to represent the application. Mr. Yu gave a presentation using the
share screen function, sharing information about the property and photos of the house and
neighborhood.

Mr. Cornelius commented that the neighborhood had historic context. Ms. Stein agreed that there is
a cohesive feel to the neighborhood.

Richard Dinjian commented that this neighborhood was very well preserved, and that no houses
have been torn down in the area in at least 20 years. Tricia Haran asked a question about the
application process. Councilor Wright commented that she agreed with Mr. Dinjian that the
neighborhood was well-preserved and this house should be found preferably preserved. Paul
Furbacher commented that he also agreed with Mr. Dinjian and that the property should be
preserved.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Schorr seconded the
motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 6-0:

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved.

Voting in the Affirmative:
MA

NG

AMS

HS

JR

DC

Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused:

7. 28 Samoset Road — Request for Demolition
Request for Total Demolition

Staff Reported that this is a 1926 Dutch Colonial in a well-preserved, inventoried neighborhood. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.



No one was present to represent the application. Staff presented photos of the existing house.

Mr. Cornelius commented that he thought there was context to the neighborhood, with many
similar houses.

Susan C., a neighbor, commented that she would support finding the property preferably preserved.

Ms. Stein made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Grissom seconded the
motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 5-1:

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused:
NG MA
AMS
HS
JR
DC

8. 18 Pershing Road — Request for Demolition

The applicant withdrew this application prior to the meeting.
9. 128 Jewett Street — Request for Demolition

Request for Partial Demolition

Staff Reported that this is a 1916 American Foursquare style house in a well-preserved
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and approves of the
proposed addition.

John LaMalva and Charles Calhoun were present to represent the application. Mr. Calhoun outlined
the project, then allowed for a preferably preserved vote. The commission voted unanimously to
find the property preferably preserved. Mr. LaMalva presented the plans using the share screen
function while Mr. Calhoun described the plans.

Mr. Schorr commented that overall the project seemed fine, but that it may benefit from breaking up
the long side wall in some way. Mr. Cornelius commented that the house next door already has a
side wall of a similar length.

MaryLee Belleville commented that she generally liked the project and supported its approval.

Ms. Stein made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as proposed. Mr. Rice
seconded the motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 5-0:



RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as proposed.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused:

MA

AMS

HS

JR

DC

10. 21 Moulton Street — Request for Demolition
Request for Partial Demolition

Staff Reported that this is a 1961 ranch style house in a well-preserved neighborhood. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and welcomes discussion of the proposed
addition.

Steve and Anne Peck were present to represent the application. The Pecks showed photos of the
house and neighborhood.

Mr. Cornelius commented that he was not sure about the context of the neighborhood. Ms. Stein
commented that she agreed.

Jane Gibbons commented that she agreed that the neighborhood did not have enough context.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Rice seconded the
motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 1-5:

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. The motion failed, and demolition was not
delayed, so no further review of plans was required.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused:
NG AMS
HS
JR
DC
MA

11. 801 Saw Mill Brook Parkway — Request for Demolition
Request for Partial Demolition

Staff Reported that this is a 1948 ranch style house in Oak Hill Park. Staff welcomes discussion of the
historical significance of this property, and welcomes discussion of the proposed partial demolition.

Mark Sangiolo was present to represent the application. Mr. Sangiolo commented that the property
was altered, and as such he did not think it should be preferably preserved.




Mr. Cornelius commented that he was unsure if the property should be found preferably preserved.
Ms. Stein agreed.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Armstrong seconded the
motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 5-1:

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused:

MA DC

NG

AMS

HS

JR

Mr. Sangiolo gave a presentation using the share screen function, sharing photos of the house and
neighborhood, before presenting the proposed plans.

Ms. Stein made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as proposed. Ms.
Grissom seconded the motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 6-0:

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as proposed.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused:
MA
NG
AMS
HS
JR
DC

12. 268 Parker Street — Request for Demolition
Request for Partial Demolition

Staff Reported that this is a ca. 1930 house in an inventoried neighborhood. Staff recommends
finding the property preferably preserved, and approves of the proposed addition.

Ryan Firmin and Eli Singer were present to represent the application. Mr. Firmin gave a presentation
using the share screen function, showing images of the house and neighborhood.

There was no public comment.




Mr. Armstrong made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Stein seconded the
motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 1-5:

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. The motion failed, and demolition was not
delayed, so no further review of plans was required.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused:
NG AMS
HS
JR
DC
MA

13. 81 Avalon Road - Request for Waiver
Request for Waiver of Demolition Delay
Staff Reported that this is a 1915 Dutch Colonial in a well-preserved, inventoried neighborhood.

Kevin Remillard was present to represent the application. Mr. Remillard gave a presentation using
the share screen function, showing images of the neighborhood and the proposed design.

Ms. Stein and Mr. Schorr both commented that they liked the design overall, but that the dormer
and windows to the left of the main gambrel took away from the overall design. Mr. Schorr
recommended carrying the roof line across the dormer. Ms. Stein also suggested making the left and
right dormers match. Mr. Cornelius commented that bringing the roof line across was a big
improvement.

Robin Miller commented that she was a resident of Avalon Road, and noted that there were many
original homes remaining in the neighborhood. Ms. Miller also asked about the pillars on the front
porch of the house, and commented that she felt they were out of place for the neighborhood.
Arnaud Tesson, also a resident of Avalon Road, commented that he thought the suggestions made by
the commission greatly improved the proposed design.

Mr./Ms. Schorr made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn.
Mr./Ms. Stein seconded the motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 6-0:

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused:
MA
NG
AMS
HS




JR
DC

14. 11 June Lane — Request for Waiver
Request for Demolition Delay Waiver

Staff Reported that this is a 1956 Contemporary style house in a well-preserved, inventoried
neighborhood.

Alex and Rimma Linkov were present to represent the application. They gave a presentation showing
the proposed plans for new construction.

Mr. Grissom commented that the proposed design was very different from the existing home and
those in the neighborhood. Ms. Stein commented that the design was out of character for the
neighborhood.

Councilor Wright commented that the garage may not meet zoning regulations. Mr. Cornelius
commented that he did not like the garage. Councilor Malakie commented that she agreed with the
commissioners, that the proposed design would not mitigate the loss of the historic structure.
Councilor Wright agreed. Ms. Stein suggested an addition to the property. Mr. Cornelius commented
that the proposed design does not mitigate the loss of the structure or include any midcentury
details.

The commission did not take action on this item.
15. 45 Bonnybrook Road — Request for Waiver
Request for Waiver of Demolition Delay

Staff Reported that this is a 1940 Garrison Colonial style house in a neighborhood with mixed historic
context.

Ron Gold and Matthew Franke were present to represent the application. Mr. Franke presented the
proposed building plans. Mr. Gold and Mr. Franke explained the project and the proposed design.

Mr. Cornelius commented that the design was interesting. Ms. Stein and Mr. Armstrong commented
that the small windows at the peak of the roof pitch were strange. Mr. Schorr commented that the
house was an improvement over what was there, and that he liked the massing and didn’t mind the
narrow windows at the roof pitches.

Ben Kornitzer commented that he thought the design was good overall, and disagreed that there
was not any historic context to the neighborhood. MaryLee Belleville commented that she agreed
with Mr. Schorr, that the design was good overall. Jerry Mahony asked for clarification on the setback
of the proposed house. Megan McKenzie commented that she was also concerned about the
proposed set back of the proposed house. Ms. Grissom commented that there were similar Tudor
style houses nearby. Mr. Cornelius agreed.

Mr. Armstrong made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn. Ms.
Stein seconded the motion.



At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 6-0:

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused:
MA
NG
AMS
HS
JR
DC

16. 5 Morseland Avenue — Request for Waiver
Request for Waiver of Demolition Delay
Staff Reported that this is a 1950 Colonial Revival on a well-preserved street.

Abbas Amiri and Kevin Remillard were present to represent the application. Mr. Remillard gave a
presentation using the share screen function, first sharing a site plan before moving to the proposed
new construction plans.

Mr. Cornelius commented that he thought the proposed plans were a big improvement over the
previous design. Ms. Stein agreed. Mr. Armstrong questioned the use of multiple siding materials.

Councilor Wright commented that she did not like the small window on the gable on the front
elevation.

Mr. Armstrong made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as proposed,
with final staff review of material and window placement. Ms. Grissom seconded the motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 6-0:

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as proposed.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused:
MA
NG
AMS
HS
JR
DC

17. 790 Watertown Street — Request for Waiver
Request for Waiver of Demolition Delay

Staff Reported that this is a 1911 Dutch Colonial style house designed by a noted architect.



Mark and Adam Sangiolo were present to represent the application. Adam Sangiolo gave a
presentation using the share screen function, showing the existing house, site plan, and elevation
drawings while Mark described the project.

Ms. Stein commented that she thought the design would mitigate the loss of the existing house. Mr.
Schorr commented that he thought the design was a good use of the site, but questioned the pitch
of the roof.

Janet Sterman commented that she liked the proposed design.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as proposed. Mr.
Armstrong seconded the motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 27, 2025, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 6-0:

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as proposed.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused:
MA
NG
AMS
HS
JR
DC

Administrative Discussion:

a) Approval of minutes from the January 23, 2025, meeting

Minutes from the January 23, 2025 hearing were unanimously approved by those in attendance at
the hearing.

The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote.

Respectfully,
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