
 
The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to persons with 
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of 
Newton’s ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.  

 

 

 

 
 

 Public Facilities Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 

Wednesday, January 21, 2026 
 
 

7:00 PM 
Room 204 
 
The Public Facilities Committee will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting on 
Wednesday, January 21, 2026, at 7:00PM that the public may access in-person or 
virtually via Zoom. To view this meeting using Zoom use this link: https://newtonma-
gov.zoom.us/j/87085033611 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the following Meeting 
ID: 870 8503 3611. 
 
 
Items Scheduled for Discussion:   

 
#30-26              Appointment of Alejandro Valcarce as Commissioner of Public Buildings 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Alejandro Valcarce as the City's Commissioner of 
the Public Buildings Department pursuant to Section 3-3 of the City Charter. 
 

#12-26              Eversource petition for a grant of location on Rumford Avenue 
EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install one new jointly 
owned pole 866/6A on the south side of Rumford Avenue, approximately 450 feet 
west of Lexington Street. 
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/904688 

Public Facilities Held 7-0-1 (Councilor Gordon Abstaining) on 01-07-26; Public 
Hearing Closed 

 
#33-26 Requesting discussion regarding Day Street, Fuller Street, and Commonwealth 

Avenue intersection redesign 
COUNCILORS BLOCK, GENTILE, KRINTZMAN, FARRELL, and WRIGHT requesting a 
discussion to consider the road and "bump out" redesign recently constructed at the 
intersection of Day Street, Fuller Street, and Commonwealth Avenue, and whether an 
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alternative design would improve safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers (180 
Days: 07/11/2026). 
 

#34-26 Request for review and clarification of public way improvements requiring City 
Council approval  
COUNCILORS BLOCK, MALAKIE, and FARRELL requesting to review Sec. 26-51 "Public 
Way Improvements Constituting Specific Repairs" and consider defining with greater 
clarity what is meant by "major construction work" and/or whether this section should 
apply to "all construction work" requiring City Council approval, and whether abutters 
should be notified of any construction work done under this section (180 Days: 
07/11/2026). 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
David Kalis, Chair of the Public Facilities Committee 
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January 1st, 2026 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth A venue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 

Honorable City Councilors: 

I write to request that your honorable Council approve the appointment of Alejandro Valcarce as the City ' s 
Commissioner of the Public Buildings Department. Alex has worked for the Public Buildings Department for 
the last fourteen years. Serving as the Deputy Public Buildings Commissioner since 2015 , Alex has 
successfully managed hundreds of millions of dollars in capital projects, supervised thousands of contractors 
and consultants, and has provided oversight and support of the department staff. Alex has been a dedicated 
and exemplary leader, earning the respect of his staff and his colleagues in government. Alex has his 
master' s degree in architecture, and he's a registered architect in the state of Massachusetts. Prior to coming 
to the City of Newton, Alex spent eighteen years working in the private design and engineering sector, 
including many years as an associate principal for Arrowstreet, Inc an award winning, Boston-based 
architecture and design firm. 

Alex has established himself as trustworthy, respected, and hardworking leader in the community. Our 
residents have come to appreciate his calm collaborative demeanor, and his can-do spirit. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Marc Laredo 
Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth venue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

,vww.newtoruna.gov 
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