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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
Economic Development Commission 

 
 
 
January 15, 2026 
 
City Council 
City of Newton 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 
 
Re: Newton Centre Plaza Pilot 
 
Dear Honorable City Councilors, 
 
The Economic Development Commission (EDC) was established under 
General Laws Chapter 40, Section 8A to promote and develop business 
and industry within the City of Newton. The Commission is charged with 
strengthening the local economy, leading to new job opportunities for 
residents, and an expansion of the City’s tax base. Per City Ordinance 
Article V, Section 22.95, the EDC is tasked to “advise and make 
recommendations to appropriate officials, agencies, boards, departments, 
and commissions of the City.“ This letter, approved by the EDC on January 
13, 2026, by unanimous vote, is intended to provide the EDC’s advice and 
recommendation regarding the Newton Centre Plaza Pilot. 
 
The Economic Development Commission reiterates its support for 
extending the Newton Centre Plaza Pilot through the end of 2026. The 
Newton Centre Plaza offers the city a chance to experiment with 
placemaking and programming in its largest village center. Bringing in 
more people through social action not only creates a more vibrant village 
center, but it also attracts more people who can shop and dine at our 
retailers and restaurants.  
 
The EDC believes that the initial benefits of the plaza, coupled with the 
planned enhanced business partnership and programming, justify 
continuing the pilot through the end of 2026.  
 
As stated to the Traffic Council, the EDC would like the Planning 
Department to collect more data on the plaza’s use and impact through 
the summer of 2026, which would enable an evaluation focused on both 
costs and benefits of the parklet to businesses and local residents.  
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In short, the EDC feels that removing the Plaza after it has already been built and without giving it 
time to return additional information would be a net loss for the city.  
 
Sincerely and on behalf of the EDC,  

 
Chuck Tanowitz, Chair 
Economic Development Commission 
 
Copies to: 
     Mayor Marc C. Laredo 
     Katie Whewell, Acting Director Planning & Community Development 
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