Public Facilities Committee Report

City of Newton
In City Council

Wednesday, January 7, 2026

Present: Councilors Kalis (Chair), Albright, Dahmubed, Getz, Gordon, Grossman, Kelley, and Leary

All Public Facilities agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link:
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/public-facilities-committee.

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following
link: https://youtu.be/jidfnGtU9UI?si=135Mu54p750D01IT.

Public Hearing 01-07-2026

#12-26 Eversource petition for a grant of location on Rumford Avenue
EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install one new jointly
owned pole 866/6A on the south side of Rumford Avenue, approximately 450 feet
west of Lexington Street.
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/904688

Action: Public Facilities Held 7-0-1 (Councilor Gordon Abstaining); Public Hearing Closed

Note: Joanne Callender, representative from Eversource, presented the item. She
explained that Eversource is seeking to install a jointly owned pole to support a new warehouse
at 100 Rumford Ave.

A councilor noted that backup material suggested the grant of location would support
undergrounding and asked for clarification about how a pole would achieve that. Ms. Callender
answered that surrounding poles in Rumford Avenue are at capacity, but the new pole will hold
three transformers to allow service underground to support the warehouse.

The same councilor asked how the decision to go forward with undergrounding was made. Ms.
Callender answered that she did not know. She explained that the customer met with
Eversource’s designers and this was the presented design.

Another councilor inquired about the location’s owner. Ms. Callender clarified that this grant of
location’s customer on file is Barrett Tree Services.
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A few councilors discussed whether the grant of location would service the Newton Food Pantry
at 131 Rumford Avenue, to which Ms. Callender responded that it did not.

A councilor questioned why a tree service would need a warehouse. She asked for clarification
about the company and asked whether Chair Kalis or Committee Clerk Pennel could research
them. The Committee further discussed the property owner.

A councilor moved to open the public hearing.

Natasha Moshinsky, 209 Riverview Avenue, asked how the grant of location would affect her
building and whether the new pole would increase costs. Ms. Callender answered that it would
not impact her building’s service or rates. She clarified that pole installation costs fall onto the
customer who requests the pole installation.

A councilor moved to close the public hearing.

The same councilor asked whether any lines were coming down due to the new pole. Ms.
Callender answered that the pole would only service the warehouse and surrounding poles do
not have the capacity to support the new pole’s three transformers. She added that the customer
would have electric vehicle chargers on site.

A councilor noted she would abstain from voting because she did not feel she had enough
information to do so.

Another councilor asked why the transformers and infrastructure itself could not be
undergrounded. Ms. Callender responded that the three-phase service needed to support this
warehouse needs to be on the pole. She noted that she could bring any technical questions to
the designer.

A councilor suggested that additional expenses to undergrounding as well as past flooding in
Rumford Avenue could explain why the customer and Eversource decided not to underground
the pole infrastructure.

Another councilor suggested that the councilors receive training on best practices regarding
poles to better understand the needs of Eversource, how poles impact neighborhoods, and
whether they are consistent with Newton’s climate goals. She added this seemed like a routine
item which the Committee approves regularly.

A different councilor noted that approving new poles is done regularly but doing so to facilitate
undergrounding is not, as undergrounding usually goes off an existing pole.

Another councilor asked the Committee who else they would reasonably expect to come to a
future meeting to discuss the item. A councilor suggested that the Eversource engineer and the
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Petitioner be invited, and that more information about the request be provided. Another
councilor added that the building owner could be invited as well.

A councilor asked whether holding the item would affect the business’ ability to move forward
with their project. Ms. Callender confirmed that this would delay the business, as Eversource
cannot provide them with power until the grant of location is approved.

Councilor Albright motioned to hold the item, which passed with seven in favor and one
abstaining.

A councilor explained that she abstained because she felt conflicted and concerned about how
delaying the item would affect the business.

The Committee adjourned at 7:27PM.

Respectfully submitted,
David Kalis, Chair of the Public Facilities Committee



