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Programs & Services Committee Agenda

City of Newton
In City Council

Wednesday, January 7, 2026

7:00 PM
Room 211

ﬁl‘he Programs & Services Committee will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting\
on Wednesday, January 7, 2026 at 7:00 pm that the public may access virtually
via Zoom or in person. To attend this meeting via Zoom use this link:
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/83292971487 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use

the Meeting ID: 832 9297 1487.

You may also:
1. Watch a live broadcast of the meeting on NewTV’s government channel
(Comcast 9, RCN 13, 614 (HD), Verizon 33).
2. View a live stream on NewTV’s YouTube channel at:
\ https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ

Items Scheduled for Discussion:

#32-26 Reorganization plan to create a new Arts and Culture Department
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting, pursuant to Section 6-2 of the City Charter,
a reorganization plan for the establishment of a new Arts and Culture
Department. The proposed reorganization includes ordinance amendments to
Chapter 2 to insert a new Article VII, beginning at Section 2-249, to create the
department and set forth its functions and structure, as well as amendments
throughout the Revised Ordinances to rename the Department of Parks,
Recreation and Culture to the Department of Parks and Recreation.

The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the City
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.
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#25-26 Appointment of Meryl Kessler as the Director of Newton's Arts and Culture
Department
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Meryl Kessler as the Director of Newton's

Arts and Culture Department pursuant to Section 3-3 of the City Charter. (30
Days: 01/31/2026)

Respectfully Submitted,
Josh Krintzman, Chair
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