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                                  Thursday, January 1, 2026 
 12:00 PM, In-Person 

To be reported on 
                                  Tuesday, January 20, 2026 

The City Council will hold this meeting as an in-person meeting in the City Hall Chambers 
Thursday, January 1, 2026, at 12:00 PM.  

You may also: 

1. Watch a live broadcast of the meeting on NewTV’s government channel (Comcast 9, RCN 
13, 614(HD), Verizon 33). 

2. View a live stream on NewTV’s Youtube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ 
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City of Newton 
City Council Docket 

 

Referred to Land Use Committee 
 

Public Hearing 01-06-2026 
#13-26 Request to amend Special Permit #216-88 to extend a nonconforming front 

setback for an automotive service station canopy and to amend Special 
Permit #305-82 to replace the existing free-standing sign and other waivers 
from the sign regulations at 14 Elliot Street 
EDWARD NEGOSHIAN petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL, to 
raze the existing canopy and construct a new canopy and updated signage at 
14 Elliot Street, Ward 5, Newton, on land known as Section 51 Block 25 Lot 
03, containing approximately 8,470 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned Business 
Use 2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 4.1.3, 7.8.2.C.2, 5.2.13.A, 5.2.13.B, and 5.2.8, of Chapter 
30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

 
1 The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please 
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of 
the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-
1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
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Public Hearing 01-06-2026 
#16-26  Request to exceed FAR and to allow three stories at 89 Redwood Road 

89 REDWOOD LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL, to raze 
the existing structure to construct a three-story single-family dwelling 
exceeding the maximum FAR at 89 Redwood Road, Ward 8, Newton, on land 
known as Section 82 Block 15 Lot 77, containing approximately 12,860 sq. ft. 
of land in a district zoned . Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 5.2.13.A, 5.2.13.B, and 5.2.8, of 
Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

 
Public Hearing 01-06-2026 
#15-26 Request to exceed FAR and to extend a nonconforming front setback at 355 

Walnut Street 
YEVGENYA ZISLIS petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL, to 
construct a mudroom and entry landing, extending the nonconforming front 
setback and FAR at 355 Walnut Street, Ward 2, Newton, on land known as 
Section 24 Block 11 Lot 01, containing approximately 7,238 sq. ft. of land in a 
district zoned Multi Residence 1. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.2.3, 7.8.2.C.2, 3.2.11, and 
7.8.2.C.2 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

 

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee 
 

#35-26 Requesting a discussion on VCOD and Accessibility of the Auburndale and 
West Newton Commuter Rail Stations 
COUNCILORS BLOCK, MALAKIE, and FARRELL requesting a discussion to 
consider whether the VCOD districts in Auburndale and West Newton should 
be suspended or changed in some other way until such time as work has 
begun making the Auburndale and West Newton commuter rail stations 
accessible for people with disabilities. 

 
#23-26 Request for ordinance amendments to change oversight of the Economic 

Development Commission and for discussion on transition of the City’s 
economic development functions and staff to the Mayor’s Office   
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting to amend City Ordinance Section 22-95 to 
remove staffing responsibility for the Economic Development Commission 
from the Planning Department and relocate the Commission ordinance from 
Chapter 22 to Chapter 7; and further requesting a discussion on the transition 
of the City’s economic development function and staff from the Planning 
Department to the Mayor’s Office. 
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#22-26  Request for a pre-budget planning discussion 

COUNCILORS BAKER, WRIGHT, FARRELL, and GETZ requesting a preliminary 
discussion with the Planning Department, Inspectional Services Department 
and CPA Program Manager to prepare for the Committee's FY26 Budget 
Review of these Departments and Programs. 

 
#21-26  Discussion concerning ZAP Committee workplan for the new term 

COUNCILORS BAKER AND WRIGHT requesting a discussion with Zoning and 
Planning Committee concerning the work plan of the ZAP Committee for the 
new 2026-2027 term. 

 
#20-26 Request for discussion and possible amendments to enhance the 

preservation of existing homes 
COUNCILORS BAKER, WRIGHT, OLIVER, MALAKIE, FARRELL, GETZ, and KALIS 
requesting a discussion and possible amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning or 
other City Ordinances to enhance the preservation of existing homes over 
their replacement by larger and more expensive structures. 

 

Referred to Programs & Services Committee 
 

#31-26  Request for discussion on size of City Council 
COUNCILORS FARRELL AND BLOCK requesting a discussion of the size and 
configuration of future City Councils. 

 
#32-26  Reorganization plan to create a new Arts and Culture Department 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting, pursuant to Section 6-2 of the City 
Charter, a reorganization plan for the establishment of a new Arts and 
Culture Department. The proposed reorganization includes ordinance 
amendments to Chapter 2 to insert a new Article VII, beginning at Section 2-
249, to create the department and set forth its functions and structure, as 
well as amendments throughout the Revised Ordinances to rename the 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture to the Department of Parks and 
Recreation. 

 
#29-26 Requesting discussion and possible ordinance to incorporate tree 

preservation into design process 
COUNCILORS MALAKIE, WRIGHT, BLOCK, FARRELL, LUCAS, OLIVER, LEARY, 
GETZ, and GREENBERG requesting discussion of procedural changes and 
possible ordinance to ensure consideration of tree preservation before the 
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design and permitting process, to promote low-impact development and 
climate resilience. 

 
#28-26 Requesting discussion and possible amendments to improve reporting of 

tree loss, preservation and canopy data 
COUNCILORS MALAKIE, WRIGHT, BLOCK, FARRELL, LUCAS, OLIVER, LEARY 
AND GETZ requesting discussion and ordinance amendments to require for all 
tree permits reporting of species and DBH of all trees preserved (5 inches 
DBH and larger) and all trees removed (6 inches DBH and larger), and 
discussion with Urban Forestry and IT on how to enable regular reporting of 
tree loss, preservation, and canopy data to better evaluate the ordinance's 
effectiveness. 

 
#27-26 Requesting discussion on and possible amendments to extension of tree 

protection to single- and two-family lots 
COUNCILORS MALAKIE, WRIGHT, BLOCK, FARRELL, LUCAS, OLIVER, LEARY 
AND GETZ requesting discussion on and revisions and amendments to 
Chapter 21 Article 3 Trees to extend tree protection to all trees 6 inches DBH 
and greater on all single- and two-family lots. 

 
#26-26 Requesting discussion and possible amendments on notification process for 

Tree Permit applications 
COUNCILORS MALAKIE, WRIGHT, BLOCK, FARRELL, LUCAS, OLIVER, LEARY 
AND GETZ requesting revision and amendments to Chapter 21 Article 3 Trees 
to apply abutter notification requirements to all permits and require 
notifications use a template provided by the Tree Warden that includes an 
explanation of the Tree Save Area and the right of abutters to have their trees 
protected. 

 
#25-26 Appointment of Meryl Kessler as the Director of Newton's Arts and Culture 

Department 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Meryl Kessler as the Director of Newton's 
Arts and Culture Department pursuant to Section 3-3 of the City Charter. (30 
Days: 01/31/2026) 

 

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee 
 
#10-26  Appeal of Traffic Council Decision TC59-25 

COUNCILORS LOBOVITS AND LUCAS appealing the trial of Traffic Council 
petition TC59-25 on November 20, 2025, on the request of a trial to extend 
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the trial of the Langley Road (Triangle) Municipal Parking Lot in Newton 
Centre, previously part of item #TC8-25, including the existing Newton Centre 
Plaza located within a portion of the two westernmost rows of parking, to be 
reevaluated by October 31, 2026. (Ward 6)  

 
#11-26  Appeal of Traffic Council Decision TC58-25 

COUNCILORS MALAKIE, LOBOVITS AND LUCAS appealing the trial of Traffic  
Council petition TC58-25 on November 20, 2025, on the request of a trial to 
eliminate the left turn prohibition from Beacon Street eastbound into the 
Langley Road municipal parking lot (per TPR-87: Left turns prohibited. Beacon 
Street, eastbound, into Newton Centre municipal parking area). (Ward 6)    

 
#14-26  Appeal of Traffic Council Decision TC43-25 

HOLLI VARA, 45 Bristol Road, West Newton, MA 02465 appealing the 
approval of Traffic Council petition TC43-25 on November 20, 2025, on the 
request to create a “no parking” zone any day, any time restriction on the 
west side of Bristol Road, between the last driveway and Commonwealth 
Avenue. (Ward 3) 

 
#18-26  Requesting renewal of public auto license 

DONALD LaPLANTE, 395 Lexington Street, Auburndale, MA  02466 requesting 
renewal of one (1) public auto license for Don's Car Service.   

 
#17-26  Providing the Annual Report of the work of Traffic Council for 2025 

DAVID KOSES, TRAFFIC COUNCIL CHAIR providing the Annual Report of the 
work of the Traffic Council for 2025.   

 
#19-26             Class 1 Auto Dealer License 
                          VILLAGE MOTORS GROUP INC D/B/A HONDA VILLAGE  
                          371 Washington Street 
                          Newton, MA 02458 
 
#37-26  Class 2 Auto Dealer License 

NEW ENGLAND MOTOR MART, INC  
1211 Washington Street  
West Newton, MA 02465 

 
#36-26  Class 2 Auto Dealers License 

MOTORCARS OF BOSTON INC.  
1191 Washington Street  
West Newton, MA 02465 
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#38-26  Class 2 Auto Dealer License 

GRAND AUTO SALES  
1235 Washington Street  
Newton, MA 02465 
 

#39-26  Class 2 Auto Dealer License 
APEX MOTORS GROUP  
280 California Street  
Newton, MA 02458 
 

Referred to Public Facilities Committee 
 

#34-26 Request for review and clarification of public way improvements requiring 
City Council approval 
COUNCILORS BLOCK, MALAKIE, and FARRELL requesting to review Sec. 26-51 
"Public Way Improvements Constituting Specific Repairs" and consider 
defining with greater clarity what is meant by "major construction work" 
and/or whether this section should apply to "all construction work" requiring 
City Council approval, and whether abutters should be notified of any 
construction work done under this section. 

 
#33-26 Requesting discussion regarding Day Street, Fuller Street, and 

Commonwealth Avenue intersection redesign 
COUNCILORS BLOCK, GENTILE, KRINTZMAN, FARRELL, and WRIGHT 
requesting a discussion to consider the road and "bump out" redesign 
recently constructed at the intersection of Day Street, Fuller Street, and 
Commonwealth Avenue, and whether an alternative design would improve 
safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers. 

 
#30-26  Appointment of Alejandro Valcarce as Commissioner of Public Buildings  

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Alejandro Valcarce as the City's 
Commissioner of the Public Buildings Department pursuant to Section 3-3 of 
the City Charter. (30 Days: 01/31/2026) 

 
Public Hearing 01-07-2026 
#12-26  Eversource petition for a grant of location on Rumford Avenue 

EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install one new 
jointly owned pole 866/6A on the south side of Rumford Avenue, 
approximately 450 feet west of Lexington Street.  
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Referred to Finance Committee 
 

#24-26 Requesting authorization to transfer $300,000 to fund new positions in the 
Mayor's Office  
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer a total of three 
hundred thousand dollars ($300,000) from Acct# 0140120-511002 
($100,000), Acct# 0110952-511001 ($100,000), Acct# 0110162-513040 
($50,000), and Acct# 0110162-512001 ($50,000) to Acct# 0110320-511001 
Executive Office, Full Time Salaries for the purpose of funding two new critical 
management positions, Chief of Community Services and Chief of Staff, as 
well as temporary funding for a period of overlap for a new Chief Financial 
Officer. 

 
#40-26 Requesting discussion about a workers' compensation claim filed by Loretta 

Busa 
COUNCILORS GENTILE, GREENBERG, LEARY, OLIVER, ALBRIGHT, LUCAS, 
MICLEY, KELLEY, MALAKIE, WRIGHT, BLOCK, HUMPHREY, GETZ, DANBERG, 
LOBOVITS, GROSSMAN, FARRELL, KALIS, KRINTZMAN, LAREDO and LIPOF 
requesting fact finding and discussion regarding a workers' compensation 
claim filed by Loretta Busa. 

 
#41-26  Requesting discussion and review of Workers' Compensation Program 

COUNCILOR GENTILE requesting a discussion and review of Newton's 
Workers' Compensation Program on behalf of the Finance Committee. 

 

Referred to Finance & Appropriate Committee 
 
#1-26  Submittal of the FY2027 - FY2031 Supplemental Capital Improvement Plan 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY27 - FY31 Supplemental Capital 
Improvement Plan. 

 
#2-26  Submittal of the Fiscal Year 2027 - 2031 5-Year Financial Forecast  

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the Fiscal Years 2027 to 2031 5-Year 
Financial Forecast for City Council review/acceptance. 

 

Referred to Real Property Reuse Committee 
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#42-26  Reuse of parcel of land on Grove and Hancock Street 

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on November 
3, 2023 a letter stating that the 36,356 sq. ft. City owned parcel of 
land known as 169 Grove Street and 136 Hancock Street, should be 
made available for sale or lease, pursuant to the City of Newton 
Ordinances Section 2-7. 

 


