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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: December 18t 2025
DATE: December 12t , 2025
TO: Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
FROM: Kimberly Crocker, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Zoom Information: https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81762894642 or +13017158592,,
817628946424

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the review of the Local Historic District Review applications.

6 Reservoir Avenue — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This Ranch style house was constructed in 1959 at the corner of Reservoir Avenue
and Beacon Street. The cross gabled roof features a low, rectangular chimney on the gable end. The main
entrance and body of the house are set back of the prominent garage. Most notable is the unique five segment
bow window with two sidelights on the front elevation.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting four total Certificates of Appropriateness. The first request
was continued from the previous meeting to replace the existing painted wood shingles and siding with hardie
plank. The existing wood shingles are white, and the proposed color options are gray- light mist and pearl gray.
The proposed boards are smooth in texture. NOTE: SITE VISIT FOR THIS ITEM IS ON DECEMBER 15. STAFF MEMO
MAY BE REVISED TO REFLECT DISCUSSION.

The second application was also continued from the previous meeting for a fence. There is currently not an
existing fence. The revised proposal is a four foot open in nature fence with a top rail along front and side yard
between Nancy Road neighbor, post and rail in the rear as was proposed in the original proposal, as well as the
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six foot solid board fence along Beacon Street. NOTE: SITE VISIT FOR THIS ITEM IS ON DECEMBER 15. STAFF
MEMO MAY BE REVISED TO REFLECT DISCUSSION.

The third application is for a mailbox by the stairs in front of the steps. The mailbox will be black steel with a
locking mechanism on a straight black steel post.

The fourth and final application is replacing the bow window. The commission has previously heard a case on
the bow window and requested to view a sample. However, the application was withdrawn in favor of continuing
other work that could be decided on. The existing bow window is glass held together with silicone adhesive. The
two casement windows flanking the bow window are wood casements. The request is to install fixed windows
in the same orientation of the bow with white frames. The casements will be replaces with white casement
windows. 24 and 58 Reservoir Ave both have bow windows, which include framed windows, similar to what is
being proposed for the replacement on 6 Reservoir. NOTE: SITE VISIT FOR THIS ITEM IS ON DECEMBER 15. A
SAMPLE OF THE CASEMENT WINDOWS WILL BE AT THE SITE VISIT AND AVAILABLE FOR COMMISSIONERS TO
TO VIEW UP UNTIL THE MEETING. STAFF MEMO MAY BE REVISED TO REFLECT DISCUSSION.

Siding Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/899657

Fence Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/899724
Mailbox Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/903824

Bow Window Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/903305

26 Beacon Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This 1920 2 % story Colonial Revival house features three pedimented dormers on the
front elevation. The entryway is pedimented with paired columns and pilasters framing the door. The house
was designed by Harry Morton Ramsay, who was locally prolific, and built by Greenwood Brothers. The first
owners were Mr. and Mrs. James Fitzpatrick.

APPLICATION PROCESS: This is a continued application. The applicant is requesting a certificate of
appropriateness to add a second story to the existing one-story wing. The proposed wing mimics the architecture
of the opposite side wing including brick, woodwork, and windows. The difference between the last submission
and this submission is that the proposed addition is pushed back from the main mass with a balcony in front as
the Commission requested to see.

Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/854109
Compiled file

30 Kingsbury Road - Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Built on a rubblestone foundation, the two-story dwelling with a gambrel roof
exhibits Queen Anne characteristics. The plan is unique with a central two-story projecting polygonal bay with
the entrance door set on a diagonal in the corner formed by the main mass and bay. Other elements are oriels
and dormers, the Palladian window, and short columns on the front porch. The main gambrel roof block with
front projecting bay also has a two-story side ell, two-story rear ell, and a greenhouse projecting from the
Suffolk Road gable end. The house was built in 1891 as one of the earliest subdivisions of Isaac Kingsbury’s
land.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to review the replacement
of windows. 30 Kingsbury was before the Commission at the August 21, 2025 hearing to review alterations to
the exterior of the house. A certificate of appropriateness was issued to “approve project as proposed except
the replacement of windows not directly called out in the plans.” The specific windows approved in the previous
application were the new construction windows. Replacement of existing windows is the request of the current
application. They are proposing custom designed windows for the curved glazed windows, as well as the ocular
and oval windows. Otherwise, they are proposing to replace windows to match the new construction windows
previously approved.

Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/901165
Compiled file
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