
Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

 
Present:  Councilors Grossman (Chair), Downs, Lucas, Bixby, Block, Greenberg, Wright and Lipof 
 
City Staff: Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer, Captain Daniel Devine, Newton Police 
Department; Ashley Shaheen, Deputy Director of Older Adult Services, and David Koses, 
Transportation Coordinator, DPW  
 
All agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link: 
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/public-safety-transportation-committee 
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BfaeSf99s1g 

 
#342-25  Appeal of Traffic Council Decision TC44-25 

COUNCILOR WRIGHT, appealing the approval of Traffic Council petition TC44-25 
on October 16, 2025, on the request that the Traffic Bureau provide 15 permits 
for staff to park in the Austin Street Municipal Lot without paying the kiosk 
during enforcement hours. (Ward 2) 

Action:  Public Safety & Transportation Denied 6-2, Councilors Wright and Lucas 
opposed 

 
Note:   Mr. Koses, Ms. Shaheen and Mr. Yeo joined the Committee. 
 
Mr. Koses provided a PowerPoint presentation, attached. 
 
Mr. Koses explained that at the Traffic Council meeting on October 16, 2025, the intent was not 
to reserve any particular spaces in the Austin Street municipal lot. Eight permits will remain for 
staff on Walnut Place, and 15 permits for the Austin Street lot would be distributed by the 
Copper Center to allow parking in any long-term or short-term spaces. Currently, there's a lot of 
capacity in the lot. Staff will continue to monitor the lot on a regular basis, and adjustments 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/public-safety-transportation-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/public-safety-transportation-committee
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could be made if necessary. Mr. Koses also noted that all 15 staff would not be likely to be 
parked in the lot at the same time. At the Traffic Council meeting, the recommendation was to 
approve the request of 15 permits, which Traffic Council approved 5-0.    
 
Mr. Koses provided three options for Public Safety & Transportation Committee consideration:   
 
Option 1: Vote to deny the appeal 
Traffic Council vote stands. 15 permits for staff to park in the Austin Street lot in any long-term 
or short-term space, without paying the kiosk during enforcement hours. 
 
Option 2: Vote to approve the appeal 
Traffic Council vote overturned. No permits will be issued for staff to park in the Austin Street 
lot. 
1)Staff could pay the kiosk to park in the Austin Street lot during enforcement hours. 
2)Staff could park in the Cooper Center lot itself Cooper Center clients would then have fewer 
spaces available in the Cooper Center lot and would need to park elsewhere (such as: in the 
Austin Street lot) 
3)A different parking plan for Cooper Center staff and clients may need to be developed. 

  
Option 3: Vote to remand the item back to Traffic Council  
 
Councilor Wright stated that she appealed this item because the lot has 69 3-hr parking spaces, 
50 long-term parking spaces and 5 accessible spaces. Newton North students have been issued 
25 parking permits to park in the Austin Street lot. This is the only public parking lot in 
Newtonville with many cars. Fifteen spaces without analysis is troublesome. She suggested that 
staff could park on Highland Avenue. She stated that she would like to see a program where a 
few parking spots are scattered on neighboring streets. It's important for businesses to have 
nearby parking, and parking turnover for customers. If this item is denied, please wait until 
after the holidays to implement Cooper Center staff parking.    
 
Mr. Yeo stated that this item is flexible and temporary.  We will wait to see what the demand is.  
We may lower the number of permits for staff. If it becomes necessary, staff may be moved to 
another area. Spaces at the Cooper Center will be used for the public.  At this point, the Austin 
Street lot is not heavily utilized.  
 
Ms. Shaheen added that most of the 10 construction workers parked in the Austin Street lot on 
a daily basis.  Those spaces will become available parking for staff.        
 
Committee members questions, answers, suggestions and comments: 
The parking lot is underutilized. To support the Cooper Center we should allow free staff 
parking.   
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Was a survey completed on parking lot availability and how many Newton North students have 
permits to park in the lot? Mr. Koses answered a survey was not completed. Students do not 
have reserved parking spaces in the lot.  On an ongoing trial, less than 10 TIGER permits are 
issued for the parking lot. Some students have permits to park on neighboring streets.  
  
Were other parking options for staff considered? Mr. Koses answered that the Cooper Center 
lot will be reserved for the public, not staff.  Newton North staff park on Elm Road for free. 
   
It is unfortunate that a parking utilization study on times and days of the week is not available. 
Please provide data before this item goes before the City Council for a vote.  Mr. Koses stated 
that an occupancy count was not complete because utilization is very low with many spaces 
available. He then stated that he would do an occupancy count and forward the information.   
 
Did Traffic Council approve a permanent measure or is this a trial? Mr. Koses answered that 
Traffic Council voted to change the Traffic and Parking Regulations permanently, not a trial. If a 
change is necessary, a new docket item would be docketed for Traffic Council’s consideration.    
    
Did Traffic Council consider splitting the 15 permits to the 4 neighboring streets? Mr. Koses 
answered that it was not discussed or considered at Traffic Council.       
 
The Star Market lot is always full. We are losing parking spaces in the Austin Street lot with 
Newton North students and perhaps Cooper Center staff parking.  
 
The City is constantly advising residents that we need to walk, bike and take public 
transportation.  Why can’t staff take this advice and walk to parking spaces.    
 
A suggestion was made to vote for option 3, remanding the item back to Traffic Council to 
discuss placing 15 permits on neighboring streets before returning to this Committee.  
 
Would staff be guaranteed a particular parking space? Mr. Koses answered that Traffic Bureau 
would distribute 15 permits to the Cooper Center for staff distribution. There will be no  
reserved parking spaces.      
 
Encourage staff to use the difficult and tight spaces. Mr. Koses answered that some spaces are 
tight and difficult to use in different areas of the lot. Reserved signs will not be installed for staff 
parking. Perhaps the Cooper Center Director can request staff to use the difficult and tight 
spaces. Mr. Yeo added that the intention is to request staff to use the back corner and 
underneath the apartments, not high use areas.    
 
Is it possible to formally request staff to park in specific spaces indicated on the permit? Mr. 
Koses answered that the Traffic Parking Regulations chart does not reflect specific parking 
spaces. We could request staff to park in certain space numbers.       
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Councilor Wright stated that generally 7-10 employees would be parking, but there are 8 
employee parking spaces on Walnut Place, making it unnecessary to have 15 spaces in the 
municipal lot. On street parking is the way to distribute parking. Mr. Yeo added that there are 
much more than 8 staff working in the Cooper Center, additional staff parking is necessary.  
 
Chair Grossman opened the discussion for public comment. Two emails were received, on file. 
 
Public Comment: 
A resident stated that the former Board of Aldermen designated spaces be set aside for seniors. 
As you start giving away spaces in the municipal lot, you have to give some consideration to the 
potential users of the building. Consider people age 75+ who may have some difficulty in 
maneuvering. Allowing the permits to be used anyplace is a mistake, because permits closest to 
the Cooper Center will be used. When they came up with this idea of putting Cooper Center  
they assumed that the seniors would be able to park at that southeast section of the lot. 
Designated staff parking spaces would be helpful.  
 
Councilor Downs made a motion for option 1, to deny the appeal, upholding Traffic Council’s 
decision.  Committee members agreed 6-2, Councilors Wright and Lucas opposed.   
 
#337-25 Appeal of Traffic Council Decision TC50-25 

COUNCILOR BLOCK, appealing the denial of Traffic Council petition TC50-25 on 
October 16, 2025, on the request to consider restricting parking along either one 
side or both sides of the block of Islington Road between Commonwealth 
Avenue and Ryder Terrace. (Ward 4) 

Action:  Public Safety & Transportation Approved 7-0, Councilor Bixby not voting 
 
Note:   Mr. Koses and Captain Devine joined the Committee. 
 
Mr. Koses provided a PowerPoint presentation, attached. 
 
Mr. Koses stated that Islington Road is 22 feet wide near Commonwealth Avenue (currently  
under construction). Closer to Rider Terrace, Islington Road is 22 to 24 feet wide. Parking  
observations show that 0 to 3 cars park along this section of Islington Road when data was 
collected. More vehicles are parked along this section at other times. There are no parking 
restrictions on either side. The utility poles and fire hydrants are located on the east side. 
 
At the Traffic Council meeting on October 16, 2025, Mr. Koses provided four options for 
consideration: 
 
Option 1: Vote to restrict parking on the east side (partially restricted on the west side). HOLD 
for a TRIAL or PERMANENT CHANGE (Could be appealed before 11.05.25). Appeal could ONLY 
be filed by: (1) any City Councilor; or (2) a resident of at least three of the following addresses: 
6, 15, 16, 19, 26 and 27 Islington Road. 



Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report 
                                                                                        Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

                               page 5 
Option 2: Vote to restrict parking on the west side (partially restricted on the east side). HOLD 
for a TRIAL or PERMANENT CHANGE (Could be appealed before 11.05.25). Appeal could ONLY 
be filed by: (1) any City Councilor; or (2) a resident of at least three of the following addresses: 
6, 15, 16, 19, 26 and 27 Islington Road. 
 
Option 3: Vote No Action Necessary on the item again. Could not be appealed and the item is 
removed from the Traffic Council agenda. A new item could be re-docketed at any time. 
 
Option 4: Vote to deny the request is a Vote NOT to add any new parking restrictions. Could be 
appealed before 11.05.25. Appeal could ONLY be filed by: (1) any City Councilor; or (2) a 
resident of at least three of the following addresses: 6, 15, 16, 19, 26 and 27 Islington Road. A 
vote NOT to add new parking restriction cannot be appealed by any other residents. City staff 
could restrict parking administratively within 50’ of Commonwealth Avenue.   
 
Traffic Council voted to deny the request 4-1, Mr. Fischman opposed. 
 
Mr. Koses provided three options for Public Safety & Transportation Committee consideration:   
 
Option 1: Vote to deny the appeal, Traffic Council vote stands. No new parking regulations 
installed. 
  
Option 2: Vote to approve the appeal, Traffic Council vote overturned. One of these new 
parking regulations to be installed: 
1)Restrict parking on the east side (partially restricted on the west side). 
2)Restrict parking on the west side (partially restricted on the east side). 
3)Restrict parking on both sides. 
 
Option 3: Vote to remand the item back to Traffic Council.  

 
Mr. Koses presented a video on the difficulty of a fire truck accessing with large vehicles parked 
on both sides of the road depending on vehicle size and how the vehicles were parked. The 
video showed somewhat easier access with compact vehicles parked on both sides.  
 
Councilor Block stated that he appealed this item because some residents desire a parking 
restriction. Islington Road has a sharp bend; residents are concerned with the blind curve and 
emergency vehicle access. It is a hazard; a parking restriction is necessary for safety and 
emergency vehicle access.      

Chair Grossman opened the discussion to members of the public who were present. Five emails 
were received, on file. 
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Public Comment: 
Concerns: 
Several residents expressed concerns about the safety and congestion caused by parked 
vehicles on both sides of Islington Road. Emergency vehicle access is necessary. The narrowness 
of the road with parked cars on both sides makes travel difficult. Parking restrictions will impact 
residents. It is difficult to enter Islington Road especially for school buses and for commercial 
vehicles. The parking issue was created by the construction. If no parking is implemented, 
drivers will have the tendency to speed. Delivery drivers park anywhere and speed. The bend of 
the road is a significant issue for safety. 
 
Comments: 
It is necessary for cars to slow down. It is difficult to exit driveways. You rarely see two cars park 
opposite each other but when they do site distance is difficult. Look at all resident’s needs, 
banning parking is not a solution. Police data from 2018 shows no incidents of cars blocking 
emergency vehicle access. New curbing was installed on the west side. Many more cars park on 
the east side.   
 
Suggestions: 
Several residents suggested restricting parking on one side. Others suggested restricting parking 
around the peninsula on one side. Wait until construction is complete and revisit this item if 
necessary. Restrict park visitor parking. Install a stop sign at Islington Road and Commonwealth 
Avenue. Paint a yellow line.  
 
Motions made and discussions: 
 
Motion 1 
Councilor Downs made a motion to remand the item back to Traffic Council for review.   
 
Councilor Block stated that he urged neighbors to have a meeting to come up with a 
compromise which has not been possible. Asking Traffic Council to discuss this item again 
makes sense. A solution is necessary. He then asked Councilor Downs if she would accept a 
friendly amendment on the motion to direct Traffic Council to restrict parking on at least one 
side as they consider how to improve emergency vehicle access and safety for all. Councilor 
Downs answered yes, she would accept the friendly amendment. 
 
Chair Grossman stated that she is hesitant to remand the item back to Traffic Council. Does this 
bind Traffic Council in any way to implement the suggestion in what they vote? Councilor 
Downs answered yes.    
 
Councilor Block stated that if we can’t mandate something from Traffic Council then he will 
oppose the motion on remanding this item back to Traffic Council. 
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Mr. Koses reiterated the three options this Committee could take. Improving safety, is traffic 
calming and is not in the purview of Traffic Council. Many residents are concerned with speed 
and safety. There are 220 street segments which were examined in the last traffic calming 
evaluation, based on requests from residents. The evaluation is based on a combination of 
traffic volume, speed, crash history and pedestrian demand. Islington Road ranks 190 out of 
220. Traffic Council’s only purview is to make changes to the Traffic and Parking Regulations.      
 
Chair Grossman asked Mr. Koses if this Committee remands the item back to Traffic Council 
with the instruction that Traffic Council restrict parking on either the east or west side of the 
road (option 2 parens 1 or 2) would Traffic Council either be bound to follow that in their 
deliberation, or at the least treat it as such in making a recommendation for either option 2 
parens 1 or 2?  What is your interpretation of what Traffic Council's actions would be if we 
voted to remand the item back to Traffic Council? Mr. Koses answered that typically Traffic 
Council votes to approve a restriction on the side of the road with the utility poles. Traffic 
Council would vote on option 1 or option 2, and it could be appealed.  
 
It is imperative for emergency vehicle access without difficulty, implement a parking restriction 
on one side of the road for safety and emergency access. 
 
Has the Fire Department offered an opinion with their demonstration? Mr. Koses answered 
that they have not responded. 
 
If this item is remanded back to Traffic Council can it be heard at the next Traffic Council 
meeting?  Mr. Koses answered it could, but it would bump out many time sensitive items that 
we want to hear before years end. Perhaps in January this item could be heard. This item has 
been discussed twice in Traffic Council. 
 
Our hands are tied with speeding cars. Traffic calming techniques are necessary. 
 
Have there been any prior traffic calming measures implemented on Islington Road? Mr. Koses 
answered traffic calming is a separate process from Traffic Council and he is not aware of any 
traffic calming techniques on Islington Road.     
 
Captain Devine stated that he is hesitant to remand the item back to Traffic Council because it 
has already been discussed twice. Staff and residents have spent many hours discussing this.  
 
Councilor Block asked Councilor Downs if she would withdraw her motion based on the work 
Traffic Council has completed. Councilor Downs answered that she would withdraw her motion.  
 
Motion 2 
Councilor Downs then made a motion to approve the appeal option 2 parens 1) restrict parking  
on the east side (partially restricted on the west side). Councilor Lucas offered a friendly  
amendment to restrict parking on the west side. Councilor Downs motion failed 2-5, Councilors  
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Grossman, Lucas, Wright, Lipof and Greenberg opposed, Councilor Bixby not voting. 
 
Chair Grossman asked Mr. Koses if this Committee can consider the option of restricting parking 
around the peninsula on one side or would it be necessary to docket an item for Traffic 
Council’s consideration? Mr. Koses answered that it would be necessary to file a new docket 
item.  
 
Emergency vehicle access is necessary.  A parking restriction is necessary on one side, site lines 
are difficult and safety is necessary. 
 
Residents stated they prefer a parking restriction on the west side (partially restricted on the 
east side).    
 
Motion 3 
Councilor Downs then made a motion to approve the appeal option 2 parens 2) restrict parking  
on the west side (partially restricted on the east side). Committee members agreed 7-0,  
Councilor Bixby not voting.   
 
The Committee adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 

 
Respectfully  submitted,   
 
Becky Grossman, Chair  
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Agenda

❖ #342-25 COUNCILOR WRIGHT, appealing the approval of Traffic Council petition TC44-25 on 

October 16, 2025, on the request that the Traffic Bureau provide 15 permits for staff to park in the 

Austin Street Municipal Lot without paying the kiosk during enforcement hours. (Ward 2)

❖ #337-25 COUNCILOR BLOCK, appealing the denial of Traffic Council petition TC50-25 on October 

16, 2025, on the request to consider restricting parking along either one side or both sides of the 

block of Islington Road between Commonwealth Avenue and Ryder Terrace. (Ward 4)
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

#342-25

Request that the Traffic Bureau provide 15 permits for staff to park in the Austin 

Street Municipal Lot without paying the kiosk during enforcement hours

3

Public Safety & Transportation311.19.25



Location of the Austin Street Municipal Lot 

and the Cooper Center

Austin 

Street 

Lot

Cooper

Center
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Recommendation and TPR language

Presented at the 10/16/25 TC Meeting

APPROVE REQUEST

By REMOVING from the provisions of Sec TPR-205. Newtonville Neighborhood Parking 

District.

(h) The maximum number of Newtonville parking permits issued to a non-resident shall be 

as follows: 

(1) One (1) per 250 feet of roadway, to be limited to one side only, for streets with one of 

the following restrictions in place: Newtonville permit parking only, 8-4, school days, or 

Newtonville permit parking only, all days, all times. 

(2) Eight (8) Newtonville parking permits for Walnut Place shall be issued to the Newton 

Senior Center for distribution to staff and shall be considered visitor permits according to 

section 19-202.

CONTINUED ON 

NEXT SLIDE >>>
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Recommendation and TPR language

Presented at the 10/16/25 TC Meeting

By INSERTING into the provisions of Sec TPR-205. Newtonville Neighborhood Parking 

District.

(h) The maximum number of Newtonville parking permits issued to a non-resident shall be 

as follows: 

(1) One (1) per 250 feet of roadway, to be limited to one side only, for streets with one of 

the following restrictions in place: Newtonville permit parking only, 8-4, school days, or 

Newtonville permit parking only, all days, all times. 

(2) Eight (8) Newtonville parking permits for Walnut Place and fifteen (15) Newtonville 

parking permits for the Austin Street municipal parking lot shall be issued to the Cooper 

Center for distribution to staff and shall be considered visitor permits according to section 

19-202.

CONTINUED ON 

NEXT SLIDE >>>
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Recommendation and TPR language

Presented at the 10/16/25 TC Meeting
By REMOVING from the provisions of Sec. TPR-194. Time limits in municipal off-street parking areas., the following:

CONTINUED ON 

NEXT SLIDE >>>
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Recommendation and TPR language

Presented at the 10/16/25 TC Meeting
By INSERTING into the provisions of Sec. TPR-194. Time limits in municipal off-street parking areas., the following:

#342-25



Action Taken at the 10/16/25 Traffic 

Council Meeting and Subsequent Appeal

APPROVE DOCKETED ITEM

• 15 new parking permits will be issued by the Newton Traffic Bureau for Cooper Center 

staff to park in the Austin Street Municipal Parking Lot in any long-term or short-term 

space, without paying the kiosk during enforcement hours.

APPEAL WAS SUBSEQUENTLY SUBMITTED BY COUNCILOR WRIGHT

• COUNCILOR WRIGHT, appealing the approval of Traffic Council petition TC44-25 on 

October 16, 2025, on the request that the Traffic Bureau provide 15 permits for staff to 

park in the Austin Street Municipal Lot without paying the kiosk during enforcement 

hours. (Ward 2)

#342-25
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Discussion and 

Possible Action By the PS&T Committee

• Option 1: Vote to Deny the Appeal

• Traffic Council Vote Stands. 15 permits for staff to park in the Austin Street Lot in any 

long-term or short-term space, without paying the kiosk during enforcement hours.

• Option 2: Vote to Approve the Appeal

• Traffic Council Vote Overturned.  No permits will be issued for staff to park in the Austin 

Street Lot.

1) Staff could pay the kiosk to park in the Austin St Lot during enforcement hours

2) Staff could park in the Cooper Center Lot itself

• Cooper Center Clients would then have fewer spaces available in the Cooper 

Center Lot and would need to park elsewhere (such as: in the Austin St Lot)

3) A different parking plan for Cooper Center staff and clients may need to be 

developed

• Option 3: Vote to Remand the Item back to Traffic Council

Public Safety & Transportation1011.19.25
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

#337-25

Request to restrict parking along either one side or both sides of the block of 

Islington Road between Commonwealth Avenue and Ryder Terrace

11
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Location of Islington Road

Between Comm. Ave. and Ryder Terrace
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View of Islington Road

Looking North from Commonwealth Ave

22’
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View of Islington Road

Looking South from Rider Terrace

22’ – 24’
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View of Islington Rd., Further South

Looking South Toward Comm. Ave.

22’ – 24’
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View of Islington Rd., Further South

Looking South Toward Comm. Ave.

22’ – 24’

Public Safety & Transportation1611.19.25

#337-25



Islington Road

Characteristics

• Public Way

• 3,211 feet long

• Width varies, but 22’-24’ wide between Comm Ave and Ryder Terrace

• Parking Observations (block between Comm. Ave. and Ryder Terrace)

• 1 on the east side (9:15 AM Monday 8/25/25)

• 2 on the east side (11:00 AM Tuesday 8/26/25)

• 0                             (2:30 PM Tuesday 8/26/25)

• 3 on the east side (8:15 AM Friday 8/29/25)

• 1 on the east side (11:30 AM Wednesday 9/03/25)

• 0                             (12:30 PM Wednesday 9/10/25)

• Current Parking Restrictions (block between Comm. Ave. and Rider Terrace)

• No restriction, either side

• Location of Utility Poles and Hydrants (block between Comm. Ave. and Rider Terrace)

• Both on the east side

Public Safety & Transportation1711.19.25
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Options Presented at the 

10/16/25 Traffic Council Meeting

• Four (4) Options were presented, as shown in the next slides

Public Safety & Transportation1811.19.25
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Option 1: Restrict parking on the east side, 

(Partially restricted on the west side)

No Parking

All Days All Times

No Parking

All Days All Times
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Option 1: Restrict parking on the east side, 

(Partially restricted on the west side)

No 

Parking 

This 

Side No 

Parking 

This 

Side

No 

Parking 

Here to 

Corner
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Option 1: Restrict parking on the east side, 

(Partially restricted on the west side)

No 

Parking 

Here to 

Corner

No 

Parking 

This 

Side

No 

Parking 

This 

Side
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Option 1 TPR language

Presented at the 10/16/25 TC Meeting

By INSERTING into the provisions of Sec. TPR-176. Parking regulations pertaining to 

particular streets., the following:

Islington Road

(1) Prohibited, all days, east side, Commonwealth Avenue to Rider Terrace.

(2) Prohibited, all days, west side, from a point 150 feet north of Commonwealth Avenue to 

Commonwealth Avenue.

TC50-25

Public Safety & Transportation2211.19.25

#337-25



Option 2: Restrict parking on the west side, 

(Partially restricted on the east side)

No Parking

All Days All Times

No Parking

All Days All Times
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Option 2: Restrict parking on the west side, 

(Partially restricted on the east side)

No 

Parking 

This 

Side

No 

Parking 

Here to 

Corner

No 

Parking 

This 

Side
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Option 2: Restrict parking on the west side, 

(Partially restricted on the east side)

No 

Parking 

This 

Side

No 

Parking 

This 

Side

No 

Parking 

Here to 

Corner
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Option 2: Restrict parking on the west side, 

(Partially restricted on the east side)

No 

Parking 

This 

Side

No 

Parking 

This 

Side
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Option 2: Restrict parking on the west side, 

(Partially restricted on the east side)

No Change – Just 

add this restriction 

into the TPR
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Option 2 TPR language

Presented at the 10/16/25 TC Meeting

By INSERTING into the provisions of Sec. TPR-176. Parking regulations pertaining to 

particular streets., the following:

Islington Road

(1) Prohibited, all days, west side, Rider Terrace to Commonwealth Avenue.

(2) Prohibited, all days, east side, from Commonwealth Avenue to a point 140 feet north of 

Commonwealth Avenue.

#337-25



Option 3

Presented at the 10/16/25 TC Meeting

NAN (No Action Necessary) the item again.  

• Could not be appealed.

• Item is removed from the Traffic Council agenda.

• A new item could be re-docketed at any time.

• City staff could still restrict parking administratively within 50 feet of Comm. Ave.
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Option 4

Presented at the 10/16/25 TC Meeting

Deny the request.  

• Could be appealed before November 5, 2025.

• City staff could still restrict parking administratively within 50 feet of Comm. Ave.

Public Safety & Transportation3011.19.25

#337-25



All Four Options Presented on 10/16/25 

For Traffic Council Action

• Option 1: Vote to restrict parking on the east side (Partially restricted on the west side).

• Option 2: Vote to restrict parking on the west side (Partially restricted on the east side).

• Option 3: Vote to NAN (No Action Necessary) the item.  

• Option 4: Vote to deny the request is a Vote NOT to add any new parking restrictions.

Public Safety & Transportation3111.19.25
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Action Taken at the 10/16/25 Traffic 

Council Meeting and Subsequent Appeal

DENY DOCKETED ITEM

• Option 4: Vote to deny the request is a Vote NOT to add any new parking restrictions.

• Could be appealed before 11.05.25.

• Appeal could ONLY be filed by: (1) any City Councilor; or (2) a resident of at least 

three (3) of the following addresses: 6, 15, 16, 19, 26 and 27 Islington Road.

APPEAL WAS SUBSEQUENTLY SUBMITTED BY COUNCILOR BLOCK

• COUNCILOR BLOCK, appealing the denial of Traffic Council petition TC50-25 on October 

16, 2025, on the request to consider restricting parking along either one side or both 

sides of the block of Islington Road between Commonwealth Avenue and Ryder Terrace. 

(Ward 4)

#337-25
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When can a Fire Truck Get Through?

(Assuming No Opposing Vehicles)
#337-25

• 22’ wide curb-to-curb = 264 inches

• 24’ wide curb-to-curb = 288 inches

Width of a typical fire truck: Between 98” & 100”

Width of a typical compact vehicle: Between 66” & 72”

Width of a typical large SUV: Between 84” & 94” (including mirrors)

Public Safety & Transportation3311.19.25

22 foot wide curb-to-curb (264 inches)

Number of Inches 
Large SUV Space Between Fire Truck Space Between Large SUV Total

94 2 100 2 94 292

Large SUV Space Between Fire Truck Space Between Compact Total

94 2 100 2 72 270

Compact Space Between Fire Truck Space Between Compact Total

72 2 100 2 72 248

24 foot wide curb-to-curb (288 inches)

Number of Inches 
Large SUV Space Between Fire Truck Space Between Large SUV Total

94 2 100 2 94 292

Large SUV Space Between Fire Truck Space Between Compact Total

94 2 100 2 72 270

Compact Space Between Fire Truck Space Between Compact Total

72 2 100 2 72 248



Newton Fire Department Road Trial #1

Conducted on November 13, 2025

Two compact vehicles

Parked directly across from 

one another

Both vehicles are parked 

very close to the curb
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Newton Fire Department Road Trial #2

Conducted on November 13, 2025

Two compact vehicles

Parked directly across from 

one another

One vehicle is parked 

slightly further from the 

curb
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Discussion and Possible Action 

For the PS&T Committee

• Option 1: Vote to Deny the Appeal

• Traffic Council Vote Stands.  No New Parking Regulations Installed.

• Option 2: Vote to Approve the Appeal

• Traffic Council Vote Overturned.  One of these New Parking Regulations to be Installed:

1) Restrict parking on the east side (Partially restricted on the west side).

2) Restrict parking on the west side (Partially restricted on the east side).

3) Restrict parking on both sides

• If Committee Approves Option 2, it needs to specify the type of parking restriction

• All Days … or Certain Days of the Week?

• All Times of Day … or Certain Times of Day?

• Resident Permit Only (@ $25 per permit)? All Days or Certain Times? 

• Option 3: Vote to Remand the Item back to Traffic Council
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