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Mayor's Newton Update

Lower Prices for Newton Power Choice Customers

In January 2026, the current Newton Power Choice (NPC)
electricity supply contract with Direct Energy Services
ends, and a new 24-month contract with the same
company, Direct Energy, takes effect.

We went out to bid and Direct Energy again offered the
best option for us.

We received a very good price as the new contract will
bring a lower price for the supply of electricity for all Newton Power Choice
participants. In another piece of good news, the new price is lower than all
current Eversource Basic Service electricity prices.   

Newton Power Choice has had three goals: (1) lowering the price of electricity for
participants compared with Eversource’s Basic Service; (2) providing a stable,
predictable electricity price; and (3) supporting the development of renewable
power.

In the past, NPC has purposefully supported the development of renewable
power by purchasing more Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) than is
required by State law. The money generated from RECs provided an additional
revenue stream for renewable energy project developers, thereby helping
renewable energy developers build more renewable projects in the New England
region. 

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=75656fac-30d7-40e0-987c-73754db1c23e


However, this year the federal government has substantially slowed the addition
of new renewable energy projects through a variety of means, including seeking
to revoke existing permits. As a result, there is now a shortage of RECs, and
additional voluntary purchases of the  RECs that are available do not result in the
development of new renewable energy projects. (Read more about this issue in
greater detail here.) For that reason, the new NPC contract does not include the
purchase of additional RECs above the State requirement.

Accordingly, the NPC program structure has changed from three options in the
past to a single option that meets minimum State renewable energy requirements.

Nonetheless, the City wants to support renewables. To that end, NPC is exploring
two different initiatives to more directly support the development of new
renewable energy generation. The City looks forward to providing more
information as both initiatives evolve.  

What is Newton Power Choice?

Newton Power Choice  is the City’s municipal aggregation program, which is a
kind of group electricity buying program. Through this program which started in
March of 2019, the City goes out to bid for and secures an electricity supplier and
an electricity supply price for Newton electricity customers. (Eversource
continues to deliver electricity to Newton customers and send the electric bill to
customers for both delivery and supply.)

In accordance with State law, most Newton electricity customers are
automatically enrolled in Newton Power Choice, but participation is not required;
and Newton electricity customers are free to leave the program at any time with
no fee or penalty. 

Want to learn more about Newton Power Choice? Click here.

Update from the MBTA on the Newtonville Commuter Rail Station

Join representatives from the MBTA at Newton City Hall on Thursday, Dec. 11 at
6:00 p.m. to learn about the 30% design plans and the status of the Newtonville
Station Accessibility Improvements Project.

The project is on track and construction is scheduled to begin in 2026 with
upgrades to the Newtonville Commuter Rail Station that will include two elevators
and two fully accessible, high level platforms.

The improvements will allow everyone to access the train safely – people with
mobility challenges, parents with a stroller, and travelers with a suitcase. The
double platforms will also allow more frequent service, improving life for
Newtonians and access to economic opportunities for people along the entire
Worcester/Framingham/Boston corridor.

Additional upgrades to the Newtonville station include:

Track and signal upgrades to improve reliability and modernization of the
stations

https://newtonma.gov/recs
https://www.masspowerchoice.com/newton
https://www.masspowerchoice.com/newton
https://www.masspowerchoice.com/newton


Benches, canopies, tactile warning strips, wayfinding signage, bicycle racks,
as well as dedicated pick-up and drop-off areas

New safety security features such as blue phones and CCTV cameras

Improved lighting levels

The $50 million project is moving forward with a $7 million earmark secured by
Congressman Auchincloss and $43 million from the Commonwealth.

This meeting will be hybrid with the ability to join virtually or in person in the
Newton City Hall War Memorial, 1000 Commonwealth Ave. You may join virtually
here.

For accommodation and/or language assistance, please contact Ophenir Bazile
at 857-360-2747 or capitalengagement@mbta.com

RSVP by clicking here: Newtonville Station Accessibility Improvements Project
Public Meeting 

City of Newton Receives Highest Bond Rating
 
The City of Newton once again received a “Aaa – Stable” rating, the highest
possible, from Moody’s Investors Service in anticipation of the City selling bonds
to fund school buildings, the Cooper Center for Active Living, and water projects.
 
Moody’s analyzes the financial health, management strategy and sustainability of
an organization to let possible purchasers of bonds assess its creditworthiness. 
 
Maintaining our Aaa bond rating has been critically important to me. The high
rating means the City receives the lowest interest rates on the bonds we issue,
thus saving money for our taxpayers. Maintaining the rating also encourages us
to follow sound financial practices, allowing us to be strong financially and
weather difficult economic cycles or an extreme event like a global pandemic.
 
According to Moody’s, the “Aaa – Stable” rating reflects Newton’s “strong and
diverse economy within the Greater Boston metro area with high resident income
over 200% of the US median,” and reflects the City’s “healthy financial position
bolstered by diligent and forward-looking fiscal management.”
 
In addition, Moody’s wrote of our “exceptional fiscal management” and our “well-
managed capital plan and commitment to addressing long-term liabilities.” They
added, “The city made material changes to retiree healthcare benefits in fiscal
2024 that reduced the OPEB liability by over $100 million, not including a change
to the discount rate. The city continues to aggressively fund the pension plan with
a funding date of fiscal 2032,” according to Moody’s.”

Later in the report, they note that “Newton’s pension and OPEB liabilities are
larger than its debt burden and though manageable at this time, represent a
potential future credit challenge.”

Moody’s Credit Opinion covers quite a bit, including:

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/86038050463#success
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​ “The economy is supported by the education and health services industries with
Newton Wellesley Hospital, a member of Mass General Brigham Incorporated
(Aa3 stable), and Boston College (Aa3 stable) representing the two largest
employers.

The tax base is expected to remain stable driven by strong housing demand. The
tax base is 92% residential in nature and housing renovations and appreciation
will drive growth given that the city is largely built out.

Newton's financial position is likely to remain stable given very strong fiscal
management and long-term planning. Over the last few years, the city managed
through the coronavirus pandemic by cutting expenditures and operating within
the city's revenue growth. The city relied very little on reserves or one-time federal
funds for revenue replacement. Additionally, last year the city finalized a new
teachers union contract after a prolonged strike but that also resulted in salary
and benefit terms that are within the city's financial growth forecast.

Education costs are the city's largest expenditure representing 56% of fiscal 2024
governmental expenses. To aid in managing the growth trend of education costs,
the city established a $22 million Newton Public Schools stabilization reserve that
is held in committed fund balance in the 2024 audit (previously held as
unrestricted in FY23). The funds come from a one-time settlement with
Eversource over historical tax appeals. The city drew on the reserves in 2025 and
anticipates annual draws of around $4 million over the next five or more years as
an additional source of funds to manage the education budget. The current
balance in the stabilization reserve is around $17 million.

… The fiscal 2026 budget increased by 4.1% and eliminates the use of free cash
as a revenue source under a revised fiscal policy. In prior years the city
appropriated a small $1.5 million of reserves to balance the operating budget.

The city's fiscal 2026 to 2030 long-range financial forecast assumes an average
annual growth rate of 3.5% for revenues and forecasts small budget gaps of 0.2%
of revenue in 2026 that grows to only a 1.2% gap in 2030. We expect the city to
close these gaps as the budget year approaches as they have in the past. The
forecast includes annual tax levy increases to the levy limit and additional
taxpayer support by voting to approve debt exclusions for capital projects when
needed. While this support has historically been a credit strength for the city, the
reliance on the property tax revenue does contribute to an above-average tax
burden on its residents. According to the Division of Local Services, the city's
fiscal 2025 average single family tax bill equaled $16,314. The average tax bill
ranks 14th highest in the state of the 351 municipalities. Favorably, Newton's
residential income and wealth metrics are very strong.”

Looking to the future, Moody’s listed some factors that are potential credit
challenges:

Revenue raising constraint under Proposition 2 ½ tax levy limit

Above-average tax burden for residents compared to other Massachusetts
communities

Largely built out city with limited new growth potential from development
over the long-term



Read the entire press release here and credit opinion from Moody’s here. 

We gathered
yesterday on the
steps of City Hall to
accept $30,000 from
the Friends of
Newton Tennis,
known affectionately
as FoNT. This
donation brings the
total to $110,000
raised and donated
by FoNT over the
past five years –
funds that have been
crucial in allowing us
to resurface 34 tennis
courts (more than half
of the 67 in Newton).

The partnership between the extraordinary Tom Friedman and the team at FoNT
and the City of Newton Parks, Recreation and Culture staff is a special example
of the very best in public/private partnerships. Tom: I’m grateful for your hard
work, passion and collaborative spirit. FoNT has helped the game of tennis thrive
on the courts across our City, bringing people together in healthy play,
competition  and friendship. Thank you!

New, Safer Firefighter Gear

The Newton Fire Department has received new PFAS-free turnout gear, marking
a major step forward for firefighter health and environmental safety.

Per‑ and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) in firefighter gear (often called
turnout gear) has been used for a long time. PFAS are a class of synthetic
chemicals that Fire Departments have widely used in their gear because of their
resistance to heat, water, oil, stains, and corrosion. 

These chemicals, however, are worrisome due to possible links to health issues
and because they break down very, very slowly in both the environment and in
the human body. (They are sometimes called “forever chemicals.”)

(Photo: From left,
Firefighter Jonathan
Mastromattei,
Lieutenant Brian
Bannon and
Firefighter Ian Moniz
in their new gear.)

https://files.constantcontact.com/86247818101/6e900ccb-a045-4d69-981f-3d8474801319.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/86247818101/8f6e6310-f451-4552-8e17-ed1cadfc31a1.pdf


We set aside the
funds for the
purchase last year
in anticipation of
innovations in
turnout gear that is
just now being
manufactured free
of per- and
polyfluoroalkyl
substances (PFAS).

I give a huge shout-
out to Fire Chief
Greg Gentile who
kept up to date on
the technology and
piloted the gear with
his team and to

Chief Financial Officer Maureen Lemieux who worked with me to have the
funding set aside so we could purchase the new gear as soon as it became
available.

The new Fire-Dex gear, made with material produced by Miliken, was
independently tested for PFAS and is fully compliant with National Fire Protection
Association safety and performance standards for firefighter protection.

Daily Bus Service Begins from Riverside Station to Logan Airport

The Blue Apple Bus Company began today a new daily high-frequency bus
service from the Newton - Riverside MBTA Station at 367 Grove Street in Newton
to Logan Airport in Boston.
 
John Cogliano, President and CEO of Blue Apple Bus Company, said that the
new bus service between the Newton – Riverside Station to Logan Airport will
provide a reliable transportation option that is cost effective; it’s only $15 each
way.
 
"The Blue Apple bus service will start with 13 daily inbound trips and fourteen
daily outbound trips of bus service between the Newton – Riverside Station and
Logan Airport. The bus service from Newton will start at approximately 3:35 a.m.
and run to 10:35 p.m. and from Logan Airport to Newton from 5:45 a.m. to 1:15
a.m.,” said Cogliano. “This new daily bus service will increase frequency as the
ridership increases to Logan Airport. The Blue Apple Bus service from the
Newton – Riverside MBTA Station to Logan Airport is a game-changer for people
living in communities surrounding Newton.”
 
I think this new service is a big win for Newtonians and for the region, and I thank
the Blue Apple Bus Company for starting this service. This new service fills a
critical missing link that will help make commuting to Logan more efficient and
accessible, while providing an extra layer of convenience for area residents and
businesses, and helping our environment in the process by reducing traffic
congestion and lowering greenhouse emissions.

https://www.blueapplebus.com/


 
Cogliano said that this new daily bus service from Newton to Logan Airport is a
public-private partnership that only could have happened with the support of the
Healey-Driscoll Administration, the MBTA, the City of Newton, MassDOT, the
Federal Highway Administration, and the Federal Transit Administration all
working together.
 
Parking is allowed at the Newton – Riverside Station in the #4372 parking lot and
there is a passenger shelter near that lot for pick up and drop off. Daily parking
rates are $6 Monday-Friday and $3 Saturday-Sunday.
 
For additional information, please contact Blue Apple Bus Company at
info@blueapplebus.com or call 617-773-9403.

Weigh in on State Funding for our Public Schools

The Massachusetts Legislature asked the State’s Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) and the Department of Revenue’s Division of Local
Services (DLS) to review the school aid formula (known as Chapter 70) which
provides state funding to school districts. (Newton received $30.4 million this year
in Ch. 70 funding, close to 10% of the NPS direct budget.)

DESE and DLS are asking for input. One of the public comment sessions will be
held at Newton North High School on Wednesday, Dec. 3, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Please know that due to time constraints, not all individuals may be able to speak
so participants are encouraged to coordinate with colleagues to submit joint
testimony when possible.

Trader Joe’s opened its second store in
Newton yesterday at the Newton Nexus
shopping center at 165 Needham Street (at
the site of the former Stop & Shop).

This store is nearly twice the size of the
Trader Joe’s at 1121 Washington Street just
outside of West Newton Square, with 70 new
jobs created.

(Photo: With Store Captain Joe Gionet just
before customers quickly filled the aisles)

Register for Gingerbread House Exhibit and Contest

mailto:info@blueapplebus.com


(Photo: Blake Ghoshhajra's
entry in last year's youth
category displayed at City Hall.)

Show off your gingerbread
house building skills and
creativity!

Enter Newton’s Gingerbread
House Exhibit &
Contest which will once again
be held at City Hall this
December. Bakers/builders can
sign up as an Individual Youth
(under age 15), Individual Adult
(15 and up), Youth Team (all members under age 15) or Adult Team (all
members 15 & above).

Teams can be anyone - family members, friends, co-workers, or businesses.
People who visit the exhibit will vote to select winners in "people's choice"
categories of Most Whimsical, Best Use of Materials, and Best Architectural
Design. All levels and all ages are welcome! Have fun! 

Registration closes next Friday, Nov. 21
December 5 to 16: Exhibit will be open for public viewing and voting.

Register online here.

Mayor’s Open House and Holiday Mini Golf

As we look toward the new year, we find ourselves in a moment of joyful
transition — a season to celebrate our shared work, embrace change, and say
both hello and goodbye.

We also take a moment to honor and celebrate several longtime City Councilors
who will be concluding their service:

Vicki Danberg (Ward 6 Councilor-at-Large), served on the Council starting
in 2004.

Andreae Downs (Ward 5 Councilor-at-Large), served on the Council
starting in 2018.

Lenny Gentile (Ward 4 Councilor-at-Large), served on the Council starting
in 1990, following eight years on the School Committee.

Bill Humphrey (Ward 5 Councilor), served on the Council starting in 2020.

Rick Lipof (Ward 8 Councilor-at-Large), served on the Council for 24 years
with a brief hiatus along the way.

Alan Lobovits (Ward 6 Councilor-at-Large), served on the Council starting

https://newtonma.myrec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=30568


in 2024.

Each of these public servants has shaped our city in meaningful ways, and we
are deeply grateful for their years of dedication and service.

I warmly invite you to an Open House at City Hall on Friday, December 5 from
4:00 – 6:00 p.m.

As my eight years as Mayor of Newton wind down, stop by the Mayor’s office to
say hello – and goodbye on Friday, Dec. 5 starting at 4:00 p.m. to coincide with
the first day of the Mayor’s Holiday Mini Golf Spectacular, a playful tradition
that brings smiles to all ages.

Mini golf greens and holes will wind through City Council Chambers, the War
Memorial Auditorium and the secret passage in the Mayor’s Office on Friday,
Dec. 4 from 4:00 to 9:00 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 6 from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and
Sunday, Dec. 7 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Sign up for a tee time here.

Admission to play golf is free. In the spirit of giving, please bring a new
unwrapped gift (for children newborn to 10 years old) for the Holiday Gift Drive
sponsored by The Village Bank in partnership with the City of Newton and the
Rotary Club of Newton. Donations of non-perishable food to the citywide Newton
Food Drive are also welcome.

I look forward to celebrating the season with you, sharing warmth and gratitude,
and welcoming a bright new year ahead.

Warmly,

Ruthanne

P.S. Newton’s high school athletes are rocking the fall tournament season!

The Newton North Girls Volleyball team has served, spiked, blocked and
dug their way into their fifth straight Division 1 Finals. The Championship
game against Franklin starts at 8:00 p.m. tomorrow night, Saturday, Nov. 15
at Billerica Memorial High School, 35 River Street. Good luck Tigers!

The Newton South Boys Soccer team is heading to the Division 1 semi-
finals after a clean sheet against Framingham on Wednesday. The Lions
will play Natick at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 18 at Woburn High School,
88 Montvale Ave. Go Lions!

The Newton North Girls Swim Team won the Division 1 State
Championship. Congratulations Tigers!

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/mayor-fuller/holiday-mini-golf
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/health-human-services/newton-community-food-drive


(Photo: Newton North Swim Champs. Credit: MassLIve)

P.P.S. Hear one of music’s most powerful
celebrations of humanity - Beethoven’s
Symphony No. 9 in D minor, Op. 125,
performed live by the New Philharmonia
Orchestra during two concerts this weekend,
Saturday, Nov. 15 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday,

Nov. 16 at 2:00 p.m. Both concerts are at Trinity Chapel at the Boston College
Law School Campus, 865 Centre St. (I’m honored to be giving an opening speech
at the Saturday evening concert.)

P.P.P.S. Blood donation (which takes only 15
minutes) is lifesaving, supporting everything from
emergency care for trauma patients to ongoing
treatments such as cancer transfusions. Newton
Health & Human Services, in partnership with the
MGH Blood Donor Center, is hosting a mobile blood
drive this Tuesday, Nov.18 from 8:30 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. Blood donations will take place in the MGH
Bloodmobile bus in the War Memorial Circle at City Hall, 1000 Commonwealth
Ave. Click here to register. 

P.P.P.P.S. Join the First Unitarian
Universalist Society in Newton to Remember,
Resist and Rise, honoring the lives of trans
and gender-expansive people - past and
present - on Transgender Day of
Remembrance, Thursday, Nov. 20 at 7:00
p.m. at 1326 Washington Street in West
Newton Square. Click here for more

information. 

P.P.P.P.P.S. Older Adult Services have felt so
welcome at the Hyde Community Center and

https://blooddonor.massgeneral.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/6845
https://fuusn.org/


the Brigham House in Newton Highlands for so
many months. Their last day there is officially
Friday, Nov. 21. The new Cooper Center for
Active Living at 345 Walnut St. in
Newtonville is opening a few weeks later on
Friday, Dec. 5 with a ribbon cutting at 10:00 a.m. and a long weekend full of
activities. Click here for the full schedule. 

Interested in working at the new Cooper Center for Active Living? We’re
hiring two positions.
 

Food Service Assistant (Kitchen Assistant) - Help plan, purchase, prepare,
and cook food at the cafe at the Cooper Center for Active Living and for
special events. Click here for more information. 

Building Rental Leader - Help open, prepare, and properly maintain the
building before, during, and after rental programs or events. Click here for
more information. 

P.P.P.P.P.P.S. The Newton Farmer’s Market is
holding two Harvest & Holiday Markets to help us
stock up on local produce, baked goods and
holiday favorites. Stop by Cold Spring Park, 1094
Beacon Street from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on
Saturday, Nov. 22 and/or Saturday, Dec. 20. 

​P.P.P.P.P.P.P.S. Explore the art of pysanky, Ukrainian
egg decorating, at the Newton Free Library, 330 Homer
Street on Monday, Nov. 24 at 6:30 p.m. Christina
Pasicznyk Vogel will explain the history and symbolism
of “writing eggs” and end with a demonstration. Click
here for more information. 

P.P.P.P.P.P.P.P.S. All Over Newton has planned lots of ways to shop and dine
in Newton during this holiday season. Check out the All Over Newton website
here for more information on all three. 

Pick up cheeses or charcuterie boards, prepared sides,
desserts, flowers and more at the 4th annual Newton
Thanksgiving Market at West Newton's Allen
Center on Tuesday, Nov. 25 from noon to 4:00 p.m. 

Shop and carol your way through shops and restaurants
offering specials and fun at the Newton Centre Holiday
Shop & Stroll on Thursday, Dec. 4 from 5:00 to 8:00
p.m.

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/seniors
https://jobs.keldair.com/cityofnewton/jobs/94399/food-service-assistant-%28kitchen-assistant%29
https://selfservice.ci.newton.ma.us/ess/EmploymentOpportunities/JobDetail.aspx?req=60201812&sreq=2&form=602A&desc=BUILDING RENTAL LEADER FOR COOPER CENTER FOR ACTIVE LIVING
https://newtonfreelibrary.libcal.com/event/15082082
https://www.allovernewton.com/


Learn to knit, buy a handmade gift, join a craft project
and more as crafty businesses across Newton open
their doors for the Craft Crawl on Saturday, Dec. 13.

P.P.P.P.P.P.P.P.P.S. The citywide Newton Food Drive is ongoing as we work
closely with our three Newton food pantries ─ the Centre Street Food Pantry,
Newton Food Pantry, and the Arabic Baptist Church Pantry ─ and wonderful
partners to help people continue to have access to nutritious food and essential
resources. Please consider contributing. Click here for more information and a full
list of places to drop off donations. 

Past P.S.s Happening Soon:

P.S. Meet more than 60 children’s book authors
and illustrators at the 2nd Annual Newton
Children’s Book Festival this Sunday, Nov. 16
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Newton Art
Center, 61 Washington Park. Authors and
illustrators will be available to sign books, and
books will be available for purchase thanks to
Newtonville Books.

P.P.S. There’s still time to register for the 12th Annual
Newton Turkey Trot 5K event on Sunday, Nov. 23.
The race begins and ends at the Zervas Elementary
School on Beacon Street in Waban and supports the
Newton Food Pantry, the Centre Street Food Pantry,
and Journey Forward, a non-profit organization
dedicated to bettering the lives of people with spinal
cord injuries or disability. Click here to register for the 5K starting at 9:00 a.m.
(Sorry, the 1-mile kids fun run is sold out.) ​​
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