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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS
Economic Development Commission

November 18, 2025

City Council

City of Newton

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA 02459

Re: Riverside Project Special Permit Application 25-50
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/885288

Dear Honorable City Councilors:

The Economic Development Commission (EDC) is pleased to provide this
letter regarding the revised Riverside project by applicant MS Riverside
Fee Owner LLC. Based on the 2025 proposed project, the development
includes land on three lots: 0, 355, and 399 Grove Street. 355 Grove
Street is an approximately 22-acre lot owned by the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority (MBTA) and currently serves as the Riverside T
station site.

399 Grove Streetis a 121,700-square-foot parcel in the BU5 zoning
district and was the site of the now-closed Hotel Indigo. The development
parcel would include a portion of the 355 Grove Street lot, as well as lots
0 and 399 Grove Street, totaling 9.34 acres.

We understand that the revised proposed project plan includes changing
the zoning from Business 5 (BU-5) to a mixed-use (MU-3) development
comprised of six buildings and a multi-level garage. The proposed project
includes 750 residential units, plus 20,130 square feet of retail and
commercial uses, and 1,119 parking stalls.

At the November 18, 2025, meeting, the following position was adopted
by the EDC by a vote of 12-0.

While the EDC will continue to advocate for business developmentin
Newton, we recognize that economic conditions have shifted regarding
housing and commercial development, impacting prior plans for


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/885288
http://www.newtonma.gov/

Riverside. Whereas the proposed project includes much-needed residential units and
retains more than 20,000 square feet of retail and commercial space, we support the
proposed mixed-use development of the Riverside site.

We urge City Councilors to allow “as of right” flexibility to allow for greater square footage
of commercial development. This modification will leave the door open for future
opportunities at Riverside that could help the City achieve its long-term economic
development goals related to tax revenue, the commercial property base, and business
growth.

Consideration for future development in Newton

We recommend that future development within Newton be structured to achieve the
objectives of the Economic Development Action Plan for the City of Newton, prepared by
Camoin Associates, to increase commercial tax revenue in Newton.

We recommend that the City of Newton authorize “as of right” commercial developments
of up to 50,000 square feet for flexible, commercial, industrial, laboratory, co-working

space, or hotel use within the City.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

ok

Chuck Tanowitz, Chair
Economic Development Commission

Sincerely,

Copies to:
Mayor Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor-Elect Marc Laredo
Planning and Development Board
MS Riverside Fee Owner, LLC, Newton



