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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  November 20th , 2025 
     
DATE:  November 17th , 2025 
 
TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   
FROM:   Kimberly Crocker, Senior Preservation Planner 
     
SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process 
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill 
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

Zoom Information:  https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81762894642  or +13017158592,, 
81762894642# 
 
 
Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the review of the Local Historic District Review applications. 
 
24 Essex Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1951 International style house was designed by architect G. Holmes Perkins in 
close collaboration with the owners shortly after Perkins left the Harvard Graduate School of Design to 
become Dean of the School of Fine Arts at the University of Pennsylvania. Perkins had a distinguished career as 
an educator, urban planner, and architect. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting to renew the previously issued Certificate of 
Appropriateness. There are no changes to the plans from the previous approval granted.  

Application:  https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/898827  
Compiled file 
Assessors database map  
2022 COA 
Existing elevation and detail photos 
Property Survey 
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Proposed Demolition Plans 
Existing and Proposed plan set 
Proposed plan set for building 
Proposed plan set for landscape 
Proposed site plan 
Proposed roof plan 
Proposed materials 
Proposed window comparison 
MHC Form B 
 
46 Malia Terrace – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This 1951 International Style was designed by nationally recognized Stanley Myers. 
Myers (1923-2010) was a Boston-area architect, who designed many Mid-Century Modern structures across 
Newton and expanded to Brookline, Weston, and other surrounding towns. This house is an example of his early 
work. The house features a flat roof with a wide, boxed overhang. It is asymmetrical in design with the door not 
taking focus, as is expected with the International style.  

 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicants are requesting a certificate of appropriateness to replace existing steel, 
single-pane windows with aluminum-clad windows. On the North elevation, the proposed changes are replacing 
steel double casement windows with awning windows, installing four low-profile skylights, increasing the fascia 
depth. Additionally, the applicants are requesting to replace the existing ribbed glass transom and sidelights in 
the entryway. On the east elevation of the bedroom wing, the applicants are asking to replace the second-floor 
double casement window with a single casement. Then on the east elevation of the living wing, the applicants 
propose replacing the existing door and lowering the opening to meet code requirements, as well as replacing 
the double casement window with a single casement. Additionally, they propose removing the non-original door 
and window beside the garage. On the west elevation, the applicants are requesting to replace double 
casements with fixed windows towards the rear. Finally, the applicants are proposing to replace the membrane 
roof of the bedroom wing, repair soffits, and replace outdated exterior downlights. Note: Items on the rear 
elevation (south) are not visible from a public way and therefore not reviewable by the Commission. A 
Certificate of Non-Applicability has been issued for the rear (south elevation).  

Application:   https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/899355  
Assessors Map 
Photos, existing, and proposed plan set 
Exterior Window Schedule 
Comparison of existing and proposed 
Window specifications 
MHC Form B 
 
12 Chestnut Hill Terrace – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1929 five-bay Colonial features a slate gable roof and dormer windows on the 
front elevation. Key features of this style are dentils and small paired modillions which are present on the 
cornice. The central entrance is flanked by side lites and covered by a pedimented gable with square columns. 
The windows on the first floor are topped with a half-round detail in brick with a diamond motif in the center.  
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for replacing the existing 
cedar fence around the property. The new fence will go exactly where the existing fence is. The existing fence 
consists of two types of fences—a stockade that is closed in nature for full privacy, and a semiprivate fence that 
is also stockade and open in nature. The applicants are requesting to replace the full privacy fence with a 
stockade fence, closed in nature, with a top rail and square post caps. The applicants have provided two options 
for the semi-private fence. The first is an open board fence, with a top rail and square post caps. The second 
option is square pickets, with square post caps. Existing fences and proposed fences are cedar wood.  

Application:  https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/898075  

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/899355
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/898075
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Compiled file 
Assessors Map 
Fence location 
Photos of existing fences 
Photos of proposed fences and options 
MHC Form B 
 
6 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This Ranch style house was constructed in 1959 at the corner of Reservoir Avenue 
and Beacon Street. The cross gabled roof features a low, rectangular chimney on the gable end. The main 
entrance and body of the house are set back of the prominent garage. Most notable is the unique five segment 
bow window with two sidelights on the front elevation. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting four total Certificates of Appropriateness. The first request 
is to replace the existing painted wood shingles and siding with hardie plank. The existing wood shingles are 
white, and the proposed color options are gray- light mist and pearl gray. The proposed boards are smooth in 
texture.  

The second application is for a new front door. The existing front door is a four panel door with a brass mail slot 
and knocker. It also features a decorative semicircular window. The proposed replacement is a steel, three panel 
door.  

The third application is for a fence. There is currently not an existing fence. The proposed fence from the left 
corner of the house to Beacon Street is proposed four foot tall with a two foot lattice topper. A gate is proposed 
for this section closest to the building that is 6 feet tall and a double swing. The proposed fence parallel to Beacon 
Street and the property line along 8 Nancy Road is 6 feet tall and solid board. The proposed fence for the rear is 
a three-rail and post measuring four feet high with black welded wire affixed to the fence. Finally the proposed 
fence running perpendicular from the house to the lot line of 8 Nancy will be 4 feet board with 2 feet of lattice 
topper with a four foot tall gate.  

The final application is for a new garage door. The existing two-car door is metal painted white with four panels 
wide and five panels tall. The second row of panels from the top are windows. The proposed replacement door 
is four panels tall and wide. The top row of panels are windows. The material is metal finished white.  

Siding Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/899657  
Front Door Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/899742  
Fence Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/899724  
Garage Door Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/899015  
 
27 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1895 Georgian Revival Style house is two-stories with three architectural bays. 
The main mass includes a projecting wide center entry porch. The hipped roof cornice is elaborated with dentil 
and modillion moldings, typically of the style. The second-story fenestration includes a Palladian window with 
the flanking single sash 10:10 windows in plan frames. The house was a speculation build house as it remained 
vacant as last as 1897 according to City Directories.   
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a certificate of appropriateness to install two gates across 
the driveway. The gates do not extend past the building. From property line fence is seven feet long and five 
feet tall in lattice, then a 12 foot wide gate that begins at 5 feet tall and swoops down in the middle to 3 feet 
and 6 inches tall, before returning to 5 feet and terminating in another post. The fence extends another four 
feet, has a four foot gate, and then abuts the building with another four foot long section.  

Application:   https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/898749  
Compiled file 
Assessors Map 
Site photos 
Proposed gates 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/899657
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/899742
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/899724
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/899015
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/898749
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Proposed site plan 
MHC Form B 
 
26 Beacon Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This 1920 2 ½ story Colonial Revival house features three pedimented dormers on the 
front elevation. The entryway is pedimented with paired columns and pilasters framing the door. The house 
was designed by Harry Morton Ramsay, who was locally prolific, and built by Greenwood Brothers. The first 
owners were Mr. and Mrs. James Fitzpatrick. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a certificate of appropriateness to add a second story to the 
existing one strong wing. The proposed wing mimics the architecture of the opposite side wing including brick, 
woodwork, and windows. The goal is to restore symmetry to the house design while also providing more living 
space for the family.  

Application:  https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/854109  
Compiled file 
Assessors Map 
Detailed project description 
Plot Plan 
Site Plan Existing 
Existing photos 
Existing detail photos 
Existing elevations 
Existing roof plan 
Proposed Site Plan 
Proposed demolition plan 
Proposed elevations 
Proposed roof plan 
Proposed window details 
Product and material specifications 
MHC Form B 
 
Administrative discussion 

 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/854109
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