
Preserving the Past   Planning for the Future 

MEMORANDUM 

To:  Councilor Susan Albright, Chair of Public Facilities 

From: Barney Heath, Director of Planning & Development 
Jennifer Martin, Director of Transportation Planning  
Shawna Sullivan, Commissioner of Department of Public Works 
Ned Codd, Director of Transportation 

Date: November 14, 2025 

Subject: #267-25 Walk, Roll, and Bike Network Plan Use 

The Planning and Public Works Departments respectfully request that the City Council approve the 
Walk, Roll, and Bike Network Plan. The plan is designed as a living document and provides a snapshot 
as to the existing conditions of our sidewalk network (missing sections), curb ramps (missing 
accessible pathways), and our current bicycle network (missing segments). The document is a 
necessary first step; it helps the City understand where gaps and opportunities exist today, but it 
does not identify specific projects or targets. Any actual improvements – such as new sidewalks, bike 
lanes, traffic calming, or accessibility upgrades – will require their own project development and 
review through the City’s established processes. Because the plan is not intended to be a static 
document and the intention is to update it on an ongoing basis, it is most appropriate to be approved 
as a stand-alone planning document and not as part of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  

The Walk, Roll, and Bike Network Plan is available as an ArcGIS StoryMap, which allows readers to 
zoom in on maps, and a screen-reader accessible Word document on the project website: 
www.newtonma.gov/bikepedplan. The Plan was submitted to City Council on September 8 and 
approved 8-0 by the Public Facilities Committee on October 22. 

What the Plan Does 

A primary goal of the plan has been to bring together, in one place, the wide range of information the 
City has about walking, rolling (accessible pathways), and biking in Newton. The Plan consolidates 
existing data—such as sidewalks, curb ramps, sidewalk snow-plow routes, speed limits, road type, 
crashes, and demographics—along with relevant City and regional policies, the mechanisms through 
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which sidewalks and curb ramps are added, bicycle facility options for various roadway widths, and 
funding sources for major projects.  

Because much pedestrian activity occurs when residents drive to a destination, park, and walk to 
complete their trip, the Plan prioritizes improvements in the locations where these transitions 
happen most frequently—village centers, public transit stations, schools, and the parking areas that 
serve them. 

The plan was informed by extensive public engagement. The City hosted an online public input 
platform that gathered more than 2,000 comments about walking, rolling, and biking in Newton and 
hosted a public meeting in June 2023. The Advisory Committee—composed of representatives from 
community organizations, City Councilors, and City departments—met several times throughout the 
process and joined a walk, roll, and bike site visit. As the project team met with internal and external 
stakeholder groups, the scope of the plan broadened to include related topics that influence how 
people move around Newton, including street trees, accessibility guidance for bicycle facilities, school 
transportation, traffic signals, and amenities such as benches that support walking and rolling. 

What the Plan Does Not Do 

The Plan does not commit the City to specific projects or funding.  

Any future work will continue to follow the City’s established public processes—such as Public 
Facilities Committee review and public meetings for major projects like the Washington Street pilot, 
Traffic Council review for parking changes, and public engagement for new bike lanes as has been 
done for Parker Street and Beacon Street. 

Updates on curb ramps, sidewalks, traffic calming projects, and bicycle facilities will continue to be 
included in the Department of Public Works’ annual Transportation Network Improvement Plan 
presentation to the Public Facilities Committee, most recently on April 9. Newton Police also provide 
updates on bicycle and pedestrian crash data, most recently presented to the Public Safety and 
Transportation Committee on October 8. 

Conclusion 

In summary, the Walk, Roll, and Bike Network Plan serves as a resource and reference point for the 
City’s ongoing work to make Newton safer and more accessible for people of all ages and abilities. It 
provides transparency in how walking, rolling, and biking improvements are planned, and ensures 
that future investments are coordinated, data-driven, and consistent with the City’s adopted policies 
and community goals. 
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