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After the conclusion of the Tax Classification 

Hearing, Hybrid 
To be reported on 

                             Monday, November 17, 2025 

The City Council will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting in the City Hall Chambers 
Monday, November 17, 2025, after the conclusion of the Tax Classification Hearing. To view 

this meeting on Zoom use this link 

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/86448216521 

at the above date and time: 

One tap mobile 
US: +13092053325, 864 4821 6521 

 
Land line 

+1 309 205 3325 US 
Webinar ID: 864 4821 6521 

 

You may also: 

1. Watch a live broadcast of the meeting on NewTV’s government channel (Comcast 9, RCN 
13, 614(HD), Verizon 33). 

2. View a live stream on NewTV’s Youtube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ 

1 

City of Newton 

In City Council Items to be Acted Upon 
 
 
 

 
1 The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please 
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of 
the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-
1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/86448216521
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
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Unfinished Council Business 
 

#267-25 Requesting approval of the Walk, Roll, and Bike Network Plan 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting approval of the Walk, Roll, and Bike 
Network Plan as part of the City's Comprehensive Plan.  

   Public Facilities Approved 8-0 on 10-22-25 
  City Council Voted to Postpone to a Date Certain of 11/17/2025 21-0 
 
#317-25 Review of the conceptual plan of the Newton Highlands Village 

Improvement Project 
COUNCILOR ALBRIGHT requesting a review and discussion of the conceptual 
plan for the Newton Highlands Village Improvement Project prior to 
advancing to the final design phase. 
Public Facilities Held 7-1 (Councilor Leary Opposed) on 10-22-25 
Public Facilities Approved Subject to Conditions and Creation of a Working 
Group 5-0 on 10-29-25 

  City Council Voted to Postpone to a Date Certain of 11/17/2025 21-0 
 
#44-24  Requesting re-evaluation and possible amendments to Inclusionary Zoning 

Ordinance  
COUNCILORS DANBERG, ALBRIGHT, KALIS, WRIGHT, OLIVER, MALAKIE, LIPOF, 
LUCAS, AND GETZ requesting a discussion with the Planning and 
Development Department and the Newton Housing Partnership about the 
City's Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance and possible amendments to the 
ordinance to include 4-6 units, including raising the requirements for the 
number of affordable units in large developments. 

   Zoning & Planning Held on 2024-03-25, 2024-09-23, 2025-01-27 
   Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 04/14/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 06/23/2025 

Zoning & Planning Held and Set Public Hearing for September 25, 2025 8-0   
on 07/09/2025 

   Zoning & Planning Held 5-0 on 09/25/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 10/14/2025 

Zoning & Planning Approved 5-0-3 (Councilors Oliver, Wright, Getz 
Abstained) on 10/27/2025 
City Council Voted to Postpone to a Date Certain of 11/17/2025 21-0 

    
Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee 

11/10/2025 
 

Present: Councilors Baker (Chair), Oliver, Albright, Wright, Kalis, Getz, Danberg, and 
Krintzman; also present: Councilor Malakie 
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#181-24 Request for discussion and possible amendments to remove or reduce 

parking minimums for commercial uses in commercial centers 
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, KRINTZMAN, AND LEARY requesting 
discussion and possible amendments to Newton's zoning ordinance to 
remove or reduce the parking minimums for commercial uses in commercial 
centers, with a focus on B1 and B2 districts.  

   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 02/10/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 06/23/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 (Councilor Danberg Not Voting) on 07/09/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 09/29/2025 

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 (Councilor Krintzman Not Voting) on 
10/14/2025 

   Zoning & Planning Approved 7-0-1 (Councilor Baker Abstained)  
  
#181-24(2) Request for discussion and possible amendments to remove or reduce 

parking minimums for commercial uses in commercial centers 
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, KRINTZMAN, AND LEARY requesting 
discussion and possible amendments to Newton's zoning ordinance to 
remove or reduce the parking minimums for commercial uses in commercial 
centers not within BU1 and BU2 districts, including possible amendments to 
the table of required parking minimums.  
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 (Councilor Krintzman Not Voting) on 10/14/2025 

   Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0   
  
#23-24  Update on Short-term rental ordinance compliance and enforcement 

COUNCILORS MALAKIE, WRIGHT, KELLEY, LAREDO, LIPOF, HUMPHREY, LUCAS,
 ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, AND OLIVER requesting an update on Short-term 
Rental ordinance compliance and enforcement, including data on 
registrations, complaints, investigations and fines issued; types of violations 
being found (e.g. non-owner occupied, room limits, annual time limits, other 
code violations like noise, health & safety, trash); ability to compare STRs 
registered with the city vs registered with the state vs listings on public 
platforms; ability to obtain listing information from STR companies; adequacy 
of resources or other obstacles to enforcement. 

   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/08/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/22/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 04/08/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 05/13/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 10/27/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Voted No Action Necessary 8-0   
  
#269-25 Requesting discussion and possible amendments to policies for abutter 

notifications for proposed large projects 
COUNCILORS WRIGHT, LUCAS, MALAKIE, OLIVER, AND GETZ requesting 
discussion and possible amendments to policies for abutter notifications 
within a certain distance (e.g. 500 ft) of a proposed project. Discussion to 
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include minimum notification thresholds for density and/or lot size of the 
project.  

   Zoning & Planning Voted No Action Necessary 8-0   
  
#293-25 Requesting Amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning to 
create a new Adult Day Care use.  
Zoning & Planning Held and Set Public Hearing for November 10, 2025 8-0 
on 10/14/2025 

   Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0   
  
#328-25 Reappointment of Scott Friedman to the Newtonville Historic District 

Commission 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Scott Friedman, 62 Hinckley Road, 
Waban as a member of the Newtonville Historic District Commission for a 
term of office set to expire on October 31, 2028. (60 Days: 12/31/2025) 

   Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0   
  
#375-24(2) Requesting discussion and possible amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning to 

allow certain routine residential alterations by right 
ZONING AND PLANNING COMMITTEE requesting discussion and possible 
amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning to allow additions to buildings with 
existing nonconforming height that increase the nonconforming height but do 
not go higher than the existing ridgeline. 

   Zoning & Planning Held 5-0 on 09/25/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Approved 7-0-1 (Councilor Baker Abstained)  
  

Referred to Programs & Services Committee 
11/05/2025 

  
Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Humphrey, Oliver, Baker, Malakie, Farrell, and 
Lobovits; absent: Councilor Micley 
 
#191-25 Requesting discussion regarding increasing City transparency and improving 

the sharing of information with the public  
COUNCILORS KELLEY, LEARY, DOWNS, LIPOF, BIXBY, ALBRIGHT, MALAKIE, 
WRIGHT, GREENBERG, OLIVER, GETZ, DANBERG, FARRELL, LOBOVITS, AND 
LUCAS requesting a discussion of increasing City transparency and improving 
the sharing of information with the public related to the City's operations, 
decision-making processes, and management of resources through (i) 
adoption of best practices of municipal websites, (ii) allocation of sufficient 
resources to transform the City website, and (iii) ongoing commitment to 
prioritize values and practices of transparency.  

   Programs & Services Held 7-0   
  



Reports Docket, Monday, November 3, 2025 
Continued 

Page 265 
 
#206-24 Requesting complete review and appropriate changes to the Rules of the 

City Council 
COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN AND LAREDO requesting the review of the Rules of 
the City Council, traditionally done through a Subcommittee of the Programs 
& Services Committee. The Committee should review the rules and make 
recommendations to the full Committee in time for the recommendations to 
be reviewed and adopted by the full Council prior to the Inauguration of the 
next term's City Council, when the Rules for that Council are formally adopted 
at Inauguration. 

   Programs & Services Held 5-0 (Councilor Baker Not Voting) on 06/05/2024 
   Programs & Services Held 5-0 on 09/18/2024 
   Programs & Services Held 7-0 on 01/08/2025 
   Programs & Services Approved Subject to Second Call 7-0   
  
#25-24  Develop a Code of Conduct for the Newton City Council 

COUNCILOR ALBRIGHT requesting the development of a code of conduct for 
Newton City Councilors.  This code should set expectations for the behavior 
of councilors to each other, to city staff and the public.  It should also set 
expectations for the work councilors are elected to do. 

   Programs & Services Held 6-0-1 (Councilor Humphrey Abstained)  
  
#287-25 Appointment of Ellen Penso to the Council on Aging 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Ellen Penso, 39 Murray Road, West 
Newton as a member of the Council on Aging for a term of office set to expire 
on October 20, 2027. (60 Days: 12/05/2025) 

   Programs & Services Held 6-0 (Councilor Baker Not Voting)  
  

Referred to Public Facilities Committee 
11/05/2025 

  
Present: Councilors Albright (Chair), Danberg, Gentile, Getz, Kalis, Kelley, Leary, and Laredo; 
also present: Councilors Lucas, Greenberg, Block, and Wright 
 
#103-24 Update on Planning and Construction of Bullough's Pond Dam 

COUNCILOR ALBRIGHT on behalf of the Public Facilities Committee requesting 
update on planning and construction of the Bullough's Pond Dam. 

   Public Facilities Held 7-0 (Councilor Danberg Not Voting) on 11/20/2024 
   Public Facilities Held 8-0 on 04/23/2025 
   Public Facilities Held 8-0 on 06/04/2025 
   Public Facilities Held 8-0 on 07/23/2025 
   Public Facilities Held 8-0   
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  Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#312-25 Appropriation of $1,650,000 from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for 

Vehicle Replacement Program 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
the sum of one million six hundred fifty thousand dollars ($1,650,000) from 
June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash to support the City's Vehicle Replacement 
Program. 

   Public Facilities Approved 7-0 (Councilor Kelley Not Voting)  
   Finance Approved 7-0 on 11/10/2025 
  
#320-25 Eversource petition for a grant of location in Armory and Washington Street 

EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install and 
maintain approximately:  
• 120 feet of conduit in Armory Street, northerly from Washington 
Street  
• 30 feet of conduit in Washington Street, northerly from manhole 
MH7042, approximately 30 feet south of Armory Street.  

   Public Facilities Approved 7-0 (Councilor Kelley Not Voting)  
  
#338-25 Authorization to grant an easement to NStar Electrical Company d/b/a 

Eversource Energy at the West Newton Armory 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to provide access to 
electrical equipment at the West Newton Armory. 

   Public Facilities Approved 7-0 (Councilor Kelley Not Voting)  
  
#418-24 Requesting a discussion regarding Bullough's Pond Dam Rehabilitation 

Project  
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a discussion of the Bullough's Pond Dam 
rehabilitation project and the preferred safety design. 

   Public Facilities Held 7-0 (Councilor Danberg Not Voting) on 11/20/2024 
   Public Facilities Held 8-0 on 04/23/2025 
   Public Facilities Held 8-0 on 06/04/2025 
   Public Facilities Held 8-0 on 07/23/2025 
   Public Facilities Held 8-0    
  

Referred to Finance Committee 
11/10/2025 

  
Present: Councilors Gentile (Chair), Malakie, Greenberg, Bixby, Lipof, Humphrey, and 
Grossman; absent: Councilor Micley 
 
 Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees 
#281-25 Parking fine revision 

COUNCILORS DOWNS AND GROSSMAN requesting to amend city ordinances  
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to modernize parking fines in line with surrounding communities and to deter 
unsafe parking. 

   Finance Approved 7-0  
  Public Safety & Transportation Approved 7-0 on 10-22-2025  
  
#299-25 Requesting discussion about a workers' compensation claim filed by Loretta 

Busa 
COUNCILORS GENTILE, GREENBERG, LEARY, OLIVER, ALBRIGHT, LUCAS, 
MICLEY, KELLEY, MALAKIE, WRIGHT, BLOCK, HUMPHREY, GETZ, DANBERG, 
LOBOVITS, GROSSMAN, FARRELL, KALIS, KRINTZMAN, LAREDO and LIPOF 
requesting fact finding and discussion regarding a workers' compensation 
claim filed by Loretta Busa. 

   Finance Held 8-0 on 10/15/2025 
   Finance Held 7-0   
  
  Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#312-25 Appropriation of $1,650,000 from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for 

Vehicle Replacement Program 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
the sum of one million six hundred fifty thousand dollars ($1,650,000) from 
June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash to support the City's Vehicle Replacement 
Program. 

   Finance Approved 7-0  
   Public Facilities Approved 7-0 (Councilor Kelley Not Voting) on 11/05/2025 
 
#313-25 Reappointment of Shawn Murphy as a Constable 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Shawn Murphy, 11 Morrill Street, 
West Newton as a Constable for the City of Newton for a term to expire on 
September 15, 2028 (60 days: December 21, 2025).  

   Finance Approved 7-0   
  
  Referred to Zoning & Planning and Finance Committees 
#316-25 CPC recommendation to appropriate $1,997,000 in CPA Historic Resource 

funding 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending appropriation of 
one million nine hundred ninety-seven thousand dollars ($1,997,000) in 
Community Preservation Act Historic Resource funding from Acct# 5800-
3599, Unrestricted Prior Year Reserves, to the control of the Planning & 
Development Department for a grant to the West Newton Cinema 
Foundation for their Building Stabilization project.  

   Finance Approved 7-0   
  Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0 on 10-27-25 
  
#318-25 Requesting discussion and review of Workers' Compensation Program 

COUNCILOR GENTILE requesting a discussion and review of Newton's  
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Workers' Compensation Program on behalf of the Finance Committee. 
   Finance Held 7-0   
  
#322-25 Request to expend $17,290.73 for a settlement 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to expend seventeen 
thousand two hundred ninety dollars and seventy-three cents ($17,290.73) 
from Acct# 0110841-572500 - Legal Claims/Settlements for the full and final 
settlement of Amica Ins. a/s/o Barbara Murphy v. City of Newton.  

   Finance Approved 7-0   
  
#323-25 Authorization to transfer and expend $8,000 for Holiday Targeted 

Enforcement of accessible parking violations 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer and expend 
eight thousand dollars ($8,000) from Acct# 5500-335518 H-P Fines - Disability 
Commission to Acct# 01C10802-513010 Operation Access - Disability 
Commission, to conduct Holiday Targeted Enforcement of the accessible 
parking violations from November 28, 2025 through December 26, 2025.  

   Finance Approved 7-0   
  
#334-25 Request for correction of Council Order #165-25 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting the correction of Council Order #165-25 
by four hundred fifty dollars ($450) for the use of various Mitigation funds for 
a variety of inflow and infiltration projects.  

   Finance Approved 7-0   
  

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees 
#365-24 Discussion and possible ordinance change on residential parking programs 

and fee structures 
COUNCILORS DOWNS, GROSSMAN, LEARY, FARRELL, OLIVER, DANBERG, 
LIPOF AND LOBOVITS requesting a discussion and possible ordinance change 
on residential parking programs and fee structures and whether these need 
adjustment. 
Public Safety & Transportation Approved 7-0, Subject to 2nd call and refer 
the item to the Finance Committee, on 10-22-25 

   Finance Approved 7-0 
 
 


