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Conservation Commission
AGENDA
November 20, 2025

Location: Zoom. This meeting will be a virtual meeting.
Zoom link: https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/87903684841
OR +16469313860,,87903684841# US
Time: 7:00 pm
NOTE: The Chair may take items out of order and may limit discussion
NOTE: Packets and full applications are available on the Commission’s website.

WETLANDS DECISIONS

1) 192-194, 196-198, and 200-204 Sumner St — Request for Determination of Applicability
(estimated start 7:00, estimated duration: 10 minutes)

Applicants: Mario Pinto, Jose Rubin, and Ariel Kemper

Representative: John Rockwood, EcoTec, Inc.

Request: Determine whether any wetlands jurisdiction exists on 192-194, 196-198, and/or
200-204 Sumner St.

Proposed project summary: This is just a request to confirm that there is no wetland
jurisdiction on the site. There is no work proposed at this time.

Plans and Documents Received:

e Annotated Newton GIS Browser map indicating “actual extent of 200' Riverfront
Area; see annotated VTP plan on next page”
e Annotated Newton VTP site plan

Documents in packets.

e Annotated Newton GIS Browser map entitles “192-204 Sumner St., Wetland
Jurisdiction” by Jennifer Steel, 11/10/2025.

Additional documents presented at the meeting. None

Reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a
reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec. 504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least
two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications
Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City Hall’s TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089.
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2)

Jurisdiction. N.A.
Staff Notes.

e Because of 2 right-angle bends in this short, day-lighted section of Hammond Brook,
the projection of 200-foot Riverfront Area is oddly shaped. Because of the lengthy
culverts at either end of the day lighted section, the 200-foot Riverfront Area is oddly
severed. Based on discussions with MassDEP in relation to an earlier filing on a
nearby parcel, the extent of Riverfront Area for this segment of stream was
determined/confirmed (as shown on the plan provided).

Staff Recommendation: Vote to issue a negative 1 Determination and negative 6
Determination, finding that the lots noted in the application are not in an area subject to
jurisdiction under the Wetlands Protection Act or City Floodplain Ordinances, so no further
wetland filing or permitting will be required.

212 Kenrick St — Newton Commonwealth Golf Course — OOC Extension Request — DEP File
# 239-834
(estimated start 7:10, estimated duration: 20 minutes)

Applicant/Representative: Dave Stowe

Request: Extend the Order of Conditions years.

Proposed project summary: Management of non-native or nuisance vegetation in ponds and
channels.

Plans and Documents Received: PowerPoint presentation of activities over the past 2 years
and proposed management calendar for the coming 2 years

Documents in packets. Site plans

Additional documents presented at the meeting. none

Jurisdiction:

e Land Under Waterbodies and Waterways
e Bordering Vegetated Wetlands
e Buffer Zone

Staff Notes.

e After the application was received, Staff realized that the Order of Conditions is valid
for another 2 years due to the 2023 Permit Extension Act.
o The original Order was issued on 9/13/2019.
o It was automatically extended by “the COVID bump” of 462 days.
o The Commission granted a 2-year extension in 2023.
o It was automatically extended 2 years by the Permit Extension Act.
o The current OOC is due to expire on 12/17/2027.
e Despite the above, Staff feel that it is still appropriate for the applicant to provide the
annual update to the Commission.
e Staff would like to better understand:
o the thresholds for cattail removal and the current extent of cattails, and
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3)

4)

o the extent of no-mow/low mow areas, and
o the extent of new buffer zone plantings.

Staff Recommendation. N.A.

24 Williams St — COC Request — single family home addition and renovation -- DEP File #
239-918
(estimated start 7:30, estimated duration: 5 minutes)

Owner/Applicant: Ellen Katz and Rue Miel LLC

Representative(s): Self

Request: Issue a Certificate of Compliance.
Plans and documents submitted: As-built plan, letter from engineer, photos of plantings

Documents in packets: Site plan and planting plan

Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos

Jurisdiction and Performance Standards: Riverfront Area

Staff Notes: A recent site visit confirmed that the construction was completed according to
plan and that the required plantings (4 native shrubs) and extras are thriving.

Staff Recommendations: Vote to issue a complete Certificate of Compliance.

152 Suffolk Rd — informal discussion re Minor Plan Change — DEP File #239-0911
(estimated start 7:35, estimated duration: 15 minutes)

Applicant/Representative: Yelena Dudochkin, Owner; Mark Arnold, Goddard Consulting

Request: It is unclear at this point in time just what is being requested.

e OnlJuly 17,2025, the Commission approved a new mitigation planting plan.

e Since then, contractors have provided revised plans.

e But the homeowners recently indicated that they are willing to move the fence to be
entirely outsize the 25-foot naturally vegetated buffer zone but are not interested in
installing any more plants.

e Staff await clarification from the owner as to the current proposal.

Issue summary: The fence that was due to have been located along the limit of work line

was installed closer to the wetland than approved. Plantings have since grown near the
fence.

Plans and Documents Received: Multiple plans have been received. Staff await clarification
from the owner as to the current proposal.

Documents in packets. A chronology of plans recently received.

Additional documents presented at the meeting. TBD

Jurisdiction and Performance Standards: Buffer Zone and Riverfront Area
Staff Notes.

e The site is not in compliance with the approved plans — the fence was installed in the
wrong location, decreasing the fenced mitigation planting area.
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e OnlJuneb5, 2025, the Commission said that it would consider allowing the fence to
remain in its current condition if mitigation was provided. (see minutes, below)
e June 5, 2025 minutes

Request. The fence that was due to have been located along the limit of work line
was installed closer to the wetland than approved. The applicants requested a
site visit so that the location of the fence could be discussed in the field.

Presentation (Staff) and Discussion

e Staff showed plans (approved and annotated based on a recent site visit)
illustrating the deviation of the fence placement (~12 feet at the maximum
extent).

e Commissioners noted their frustration with developers/contractors not
building according to approved plans.

e They noted that individual Commissioners were welcome to visit the site,
but that a full Commission site visit to address an issue such as this was out
of the question.

e Commissioners agreed that it was up to the applicant team to present to
the Commission a plan with the fence as installed and sufficient mitigation
to convince the Commission to approve the modifications or to move the
fence to the originally approved location.

e Onluly 17,2025, the Commission approved a new mitigation planting plan. (see
minutes, below)
e July 17, 2025 minutes

Project Purpose: Seek permission to plant trees and shrubs as mitigation for being
allowed to maintain fence in incorrect location.

Existing Conditions: Fence intruding up to 12’ into area to be protected.

Project Summary: Plant behind the existing fence:
e 5 additional 1-2” caliper trees from the pre-approved species list
e 30 assorted shrubs planted in clusters, also from the approved list
e 50 Carex pensylvanica (Pennsylvania sedge) plugs to help establish ground
cover

Approved Plans: “Proposed Site Plan L-2 (June 29, 2022) as annotated with inset
box entitled “Planting Key”.

Presentation (Staff) and Discussion:

e The proposed plant list was approved: Red Maple (2), River Birch (3),
Red Osier Dogwood (5), Mountain Laurel (5), Summersweet (5), Oakleaf
Hydrangea (15), Pennsylvania Sedge (50).

e The new fence location and supplemental plantings were approved as a
Minor Plan Change.

e Staff will write a memo to memorialize the details of the approved
minor plan change.

Consensus (no vote):
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e The additional plantings were approved as mitigation for the
inappropriately located fence, and approved as a minor plan change, with
the following additional requirements:

©)

O

Conservation staff must approve placement of the plants in the
field prior to actual installation.

Bounds with medallions stating “Restored Native Habitat” must
be installed. Some bounds will need to be added, and some
previously-installed bounds will need to be moved, to encompass
and protect the mitigation area.

A new planting as-built plan is required.

Plants are required to survive 2 growing seasons.

Bounds should be required to be installed “lawn-ward” of the
new plantings.

Staff Recommendation. Discuss the matter and render a decision, if/as appropriate.

OTHER DECISIONS

5) Minutes to be approved
(estimated start 7:50)

Documents in packets. Draft 10/30/2025 minutes reviewed by Jeff Zabel
Vote to approve the 10/30/2025 minutes.

Volunteer. Who will volunteer to review the 11/2025 minutes?

UPDATES AND DISCUSSION
(estimated start 7:55)

6) TP Form 11, Engineering
7) ACROSS

8) Stewards' gathering

9) CAP2.0

10) MVP 2.0

PUBLIC COMMENT

ADJOURNMENT
(estimated time 8:05)
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