
A Woman in Business

Elizabeth Eaton Boit (1849–1932), daughter 
of a paper mill worker, started her career 
with the Dudley Hosiery Mills in Lower Falls. 
At age 40, she co-founded the Harvard 
Knitting Mills in Wakefield, MA, which 
employed hundreds of workers. A rare 

example of a female mill owner, she established a profit-sharing 
program for her employees.  

A Political Leader

The son of a paper mill owner, Alexander 
Hamilton Rice (1818–1895) served as Mayor of 
Boston, as a U.S. Representative during the 
Civil War, and as Governor of Massachusetts. 

Newton Lower Falls: THE IMPACT OF EDUCATION

Papermaking—once a core industry in Lower Falls—moved elsewhere after the Civil War. 
Many residents educated in local schools went on to success in other areas.

Innovators in Education

Daniel B. Hagar (1820–1896) worked in a paper mill as 
a teenager. After college, Hagar taught in New York 
with Susan B. Anthony. He later spent 30 years as 
head of Salem State University and helped establish 
the National Education Association.

Sarah Fuller (1836–1927) founded the Horace Mann 
School for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing in Boston in 
1869. She gave Helen Keller her first speech lesson 
and brought Alexander Graham Bell to teach at the 
school. Bell was a frequent visitor to Fuller’s home in 
Lower Falls on Concord Street.

The 1937 Hamilton 
School building, 
now a community 
center

Hamilton School

Lower Falls opened its first public school in 1785. The 

one-room schoolhouse was replaced by larger buildings 

as enrollment grew. The school took its name from its 

former location on Hamilton Street (now demolished).

The 1870s 
Hamilton School 
buildingSarah Fuller hosted outings for 

students at her home on Concord 
Street, seen here in 1913. 
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