
The Village Thrives 

Many of the houses on Grove Street today were built between 1830 
and 1850. Shoemakers, tavern keepers, machinists, livery stable 
operators, and others lived here, alongside mill workers and owners. 

Built in 1813, St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church is the oldest church building in 
Newton. Revolutionary War soldiers, 
such as Zibeon Hooker, a drummer 
boy at the Battle of Bunker Hill, are 
buried in its churchyard. 

The first post office in 
Newton was located in 
Lower Falls. The city’s first 
fire department, “Cataract 
#1,” formed in Lower Falls 
in 1813 to battle frequent 
blazes in the paper mills. 

Seen here in 1870, the brigade stands in front of the grand 1840 home 
of paper mill owner Allen C. Curtis—later the popular Pillar House 
Restaurant (1951–2001).

Newton Lower Falls: A VILLAGE BUILT BY PAPER 

Paper mills fueled the growth of Lower Falls in the early 1800s. The industry generated 
jobs, attracted new residents, and led to the development of civic institutions.
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A River Provides 

For generations, Indigenous people fished and 
traveled along the river they called Quinobequin. 
Colonists harnessed the water to power sawmills, 
gristmills, and an iron forge.

An Industry Grows

In 1790, John Ware built the first paper mill in 
Lower Falls. By 1820, papermaking was one of 
Newton’s largest industries, producing book 
paper, newsprint, and bank notes. 

Left: Lemuel Crehore’s mill on Washington Street  
made paper for more than 100 years.  
Below: The footbridge over the Cordingly Dam c. 1902.

This sign is a collaboration between Historic Newton  
and the Lower Falls Improvement Association.  
Photo of Nichols Paper label courtesy of Collection of the Massachusetts Historical Society.


