
 Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, October 22, 2025 

 
Present:  Councilors Grossman (Chair), Downs, Lucas, Bixby, Block, Greenberg, and Wright    
 
Absent:  Councilor Lipof 
 
City Staff: Captain Daniel Devine, Newton Police Department; David Koses, Transportation 
Coordinator, DPW; and Assistant City Solicitor Jennifer Wilson  
 
All agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link: 
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/public-safety-transportation-committee 
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrgBi1X7gWg 
 

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees 
#281-25 Parking fine revision 
 COUNCILORS DOWNS AND GROSSMAN requesting to amend city 

ordinances to modernize parking fines in line with surrounding 
communities and to deter unsafe parking. 

Action:     Public Safety & Transportation Approved 7-0  
 
Note:  Docket items #281-25 and #365-24 were discussed together. Refer to  
docket #365-24 for the report. 
 
Councilor Greenberg made a motion to approve.  Councilors agreed 7-0. 
 
#365-24 Discussion and possible ordinance change on residential parking 

programs and fee structures 
COUNCILORS DOWNS, GROSSMAN, LEARY, FARRELL, OLIVER, DANBERG, 
LIPOF AND LOBOVITS requesting a discussion and possible ordinance 
change on residential parking programs and fee structures and whether 
these need adjustment. 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 10/09/24 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/public-safety-transportation-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/public-safety-transportation-committee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrgBi1X7gWg
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Public Safety & Transportation Held 8-0, on 05/07/25   
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0, Councilor Lipof not voting on 
03/05/25 

Action:     Public Safety & Transportation Approved, Subject to 2nd call and refer the item 
to the Finance Committee through the City Council for its November 10, 2025 
meeting 7-0. 

 
Note:  Docket items #281-25 and #365-24 were discussed together. 
 
Captain Devine, Mr. Koses and Attorney Wilson joined the Committee. 
 
Councilor Downs introduced the item and stated that the first item, #365-24 relates to 
residential permits and visitor permit fees. In previous discussions, the Committee voted 
via straw poll to maintain the cost of residential permits at $25 and to add a fee for 
visitor permits of $25. Please see excerpts from the reports from those prior meetings 
attached to this report for additional context.   
 
Mr. Koses raised a concern that we weren't aware of; Traffic Council has been issuing 
free visitor permits to staff, which would now cost $25. Traffic Council will need to 
continue to hand out free visitor passes to school and Senior Center staff. 
 
Council members reviewed the draft redline version of our ordinances. A revised draft 
redline is attached. 
 
Questions, answers and comments: 
Please summarize what we discussed previously with respect to residential and visitor parking 
permits in Committee. Councilor Downs answered that we discussed the reasons why we 
cannot do online renewals of residential parking permits, which is currently priced at $25 
including two free visitor permits.  Approximately 80% - 90% of residents visit the Traffic Bureau 
for the two free visitor permits only, which are transferable, effectively making the program 
free for residents and their guests. Mr. Koses provided us with different options for 
consideration. One option was that a resident could buy one residential permit and get one 
visitor permit free, or buy two residential permits and get two visitor permits free, or buy three 
for the price of one, but you have to buy at least one. This Committee discussed the pros and 
cons of all of those options and ultimately determined via straw poll that we wanted every 
permit to cost $25. We decided that the fee would not be increased, but would apply to every 
type of permit.  This seemed the easiest to administer, understand, and the most equitable way 
to do it. Staff who currently receive free permits through existing programs will continue to 
receive free permits. 
 
Is this ordinance only for the NNHS neighborhood parking plan? Councilor Downs answered no, 
it is for all neighborhood parking plans including Auburndale, Newton Highlands, Waban etc.  
Mr. Koses added that we do also have standalone streets around the city that are resident 
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parking only. It is for any street, including a standalone street, or part of a neighborhood plan, 
that visitor permits are now proposed to cost a $25 fee. 
 
Will residents be able to purchase permits online? Councilor Downs answered that the 
computer contractors said that it made no sense to administer a program online because they 
could not take a percentage out to cover their costs.  
 
Please explain which employees receive free permits and at what locations? Mr. Koses 
answered that that there are four parking districts that mention visitor permits for staff or 
other people. The most complicated one is the NNHS Tiger Permit which are issued to students 
for $60. Tiger permits are issued as free visitor permits to NNHS staff to park on Elm Road. 
Residents of Hull Street or Elm Road are issued free Tiger Permit visitor passes. In the 
Newtonville Neighborhood Parking District, we offer eight free visitor permits for the Cooper 
Center staff to park on Walnut Place. In the Auburndale Village Parking District (Williams 
School), staff are issued free visitor permits allowing them to park on certain streets around the 
school and we also have the Waban Village Parking District (Angier School).  
 
Councilor Downs stated that there’s a quick fix we can make to our ordinances to deal with this 
as currently set forth in Section 19-202 (c)(2), which reads “Such additional visitor permits shall 
be issued, where authorized by the traffic council, free of charge.” Attorney Wilson stated that 
adding  language to Section 19-202 (c)(2), and having the Traffic and Parking Regulations (TPR) 
be updated should resolve this.  Please see the redlined version of the ordinances attached to 
this report. 
 
Why has Section 19-171, regarding taxicab stands, been removed from the draft ordinance? 
Councilor Downs answered that there are no remaining taxi cab stands in the city. Captain 
Devine added that there are no taxi licenses licensed in the city, therefore, no taxi stands.   
 
Is there a plan to increase the fine for parking in an accessible parking space from $200 to deter 
people from parking to pick up takeout food? Captain Devine answered that Newton has the 
most expensive ticket in the area. The Commission on Disability recently approved an $8,000 
grant to the NPD for enforcement this holiday season. DoorDash and Uber Eats are known to 
park up the accessible spaces. 
 
Will the residents of Hull and Elm Streets be added into the draft ordinance? Councilor Downs 
answered that language specific to Hull and Elm Streets is included in the TPR, not in the 
ordinance.  
 
It is necessary to add language to accommodate the Williams School After School staff? 
Councilor Downs answered that this item can be voted out subject to second call to allow 
Attorney Wilson to incorporate revised language to the draft ordinance language to handle this 
and other comparable situations and vote it out as a first call item if everyone is satisfied when 
this is reported out to the full City Council.   
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Mr. Koses asked if Attorney Wilson will incorporate the additional changes in Section 19-202, 
such that no changes will be needed to be made by Traffic Council on the TPRs? Attorney 
Wilson answered that it will be necessary to change the TPRs. 
 
Can this Committee make changes to the TPRs?  Ms. Wilson stated that she’s not confident that 
this Committee has the ability to change the TPRS. “Traffic Council has the sole authority to 
adopt, amend and repeal regulations governing the parking of vehicles at specific locations.” 
Mr. Koses added that he would docket an item for Traffic Council’s consideration.  
 
When are fees collected for the residential parking programs? Councilor Downs answered 
January.  
 
The Committee discussed the procedural mechanism necessary to properly refer this item to 
the Finance Committee before it is reported out to the full City Council.  Ms. Wilson stated that 
she believes that in order to refer a matter to a different committee, it has to go through the 
City Council according to City Council Rules section 5 c.  
 
Councilor Block made a motion to approve, subject to 2nd call. Councilors agreed 7-0.  
Councilor Block made a motion to recommend the item be referred to the Finance 
Committee through the City Council, ideally for the Finance Committee meeting on 
November 10, 2025. Councilors agreed 7-0. 
 
#364-24 Discussion and possible ordinance change on the categories and levels 

of parking fines 
COUNCILORS DOWNS, GROSSMAN, FARRELL, LUCAS, LOBOVITS, OLIVER,  
DANBERG AND LIPOF requesting a discussion and possible ordinance 
change on the categories and levels of parking fines and whether these 
need adjustment. 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 10/09/24 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0, Councilor Lipof not voting on 
03/05/25 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 8-0, on 05/07/25   

Action:     Public Safety & Transportation voted No Action Necessary 7-0 
 
Note:   Councilor Downs made a motion to vote no action necessary. Councilors 
agreed 7-0. 
 
The Committee adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully  submitted,   
 
Becky Grossman, Chair  



Sec. 19-166. General provisions. 

Except as provided in section 26-16 no person shall allow, permit or suffer any vehicle 
registered in his name to stand or park in any street, way, highway, road, parkway or private way 
dedicated to the use of the public in violation of any of the provisions of these ordinances and in 
particular in any of the following places except when necessary to avoid conflict with other 
traffic or in compliance with the direction of any police officer, traffic sign or signal: 

(a) Within an intersection, except within those intersections where the installation of 
parking meters has been specifically approved by the Massachusetts department of public works. 

  (b) Upon any sidewalk. 

  (c) Upon any crosswalk. 

  (d) Upon the roadway in a rural or sparsely settled district. 

(e) Upon a roadway where parking is permitted unless both wheels on the right side of 
the vehicle are within twelve (12) inches of the curb or edge of the roadway; except upon 
those streets which are designated as one-way streets a vehicle shall be parked in the 
direction in which such vehicle is moving and with both wheels within twelve (12) inches 
of the curb. This shall not apply to streets or parts of streets where angle parking is 
required by this chapter. 

(f) Upon any roadway where the parking of a vehicle will not leave a clear and 
unobstructed lane at least ten (10) feet wide for passing traffic. 

(g) Upon any street or highway within ten (10) feet of a fire hydrant. 

  (h) In front of or within five (5) feet of any private road or driveway. 

(i) Upon any street or highway within twenty (20) feet of an intersecting way, except 
alleys. 

(j) Within fifteen (15) feet of the wall of a fire station or directly across the street from 
such fire station, provided signs are erected acquainting the driver with such restriction.  

(k) Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when such stopping, 
standing or parking would obstruct traffic.  

(l) Within twenty-five (25) feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing when there are no 
gates at such crossing, or otherwise within five (5) feet from the gate.  

(m) On a bridge and the approach thereto.  

(n) Upon any way in such a manner as to impede the removal or plowing of snow or ice.  

(o) In an area designated as a fire lane.  
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(p) Within fifty (50) feet of an intersecting way and within twenty-five (25) feet of a 
midblock crosswalk where the commissioner of public works has established parking 
prohibitions based on one or more of the following objectives: to provide adequate sight 
lines for pedestrian and traffic safety or adequate area for bus maneuvers, or to facilitate 
emergency vehicle access, snow removal or trash pick-up. The commissioner of public 
works will determine the extent of parking to be removed at any given location based on 
input from the police department and an engineering study, using commonly accepted 
standards for gauging the length of unobstructed sight lines necessary to protect public 
safety, and shall consider such factors as street geometry, automobile speeds and volume, 
and visual distractions. The commissioner of public works will distribute a written notice 
to the city council and to the traffic council at least 30 days before removing such parking 
spaces. The commissioner shall create a written record of each such prohibition, setting 
out the location and dimensions of the prohibited area. Such records shall be kept on file 
in the office of the city clerk and shall be included in the traffic and parking regulations.  

(q) Upon an on-street path or lane designated by an official sign or marking for the 
exclusive use of bicycles.  
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Sec. 19-171. Taxicab stands.  

(a) No person shall park a vehicle other than a taxicab upon any street within a business 
district in any taxicab stand. 

(b) No person shall park a taxicab upon any street within a business district at any place 
other than the taxicab stand or stands designated for the use of his taxicab or taxicabs, except 
while engaged or while waiting for an opportunity to use a taxicab stand designated for his use. 
(Rev. Ords. 1973, § 13-141) 
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Sec. 17-23. Enforcing persons and revised ordinances subject to civil fine.  

(d) POLICE DEPARTMENT: City police officers shall be authorized to issue written notice of 
the following 

Sec. 19-9. Penalty for parking violations* 

(a) Pursuant to General Laws, chapter 90, section 20A, chapter 40, section 22A, and chapter 
40, section 21, clause 24, the following schedule of fines for parking offenses is established 
subject to such section and to the provisions of this chapter and the Traffic and Parking 
Regulations: 

Angle parking zone, otherwise than at the required angle (sec. 19-175) .............................. $15.00 

Bike lane, parking upon (sec. 19-166(q)) ..............................................................................$25.00 

Bridge and the approach thereto, parking on (sec. 19-166(m))............................................. $15.00 

Bus stop, illegally parking in (sec. 19-170)......................................................................... $100.00 

Crosswalk, upon (sec. 19-166(c)).......................................................................................... $25.00 

Curb cut, blocking a curb cut designated for handicapped access (sec. 19-178; sec. 19-199) 

First offense ............................................................................................................ $200.00 

Each subsequent offense.......................................................................................... $300.00 

Curb, parking over twelve (12) inches from (sec. 19-166(e)) ................................... $15.00$25.00 

Driveway, parking in front (sec. 19-166(h)) ......................................................................... $25.00 

Fire hydrant, parking within ten (10) feet of (sec. 19-166(g))............................................... $25.00 

Fire lane, parking in or obstructing access to (sec. 19-166(o)).............................................. $15.00 

Fire station, within 15 ft. of the wall of, or directly across the street from (sec. 19-166(j)).. $15.00 

Handicapped space, illegally parking in a space reserved for the handicapped (sect. 19-178; sec. 
19-199) 

First Offense ............................................................................................................ $200.00 

Each subsequent offense.......................................................................................... $300.00 

Intersecting Way, within twenty (20) feet of (sec. 19-166(i)) ............................................... $15.00 

Intersection, parking within (sec. 19-166(a)).............................................................. $15.00$25.00 

Loading Zone, within in excess of the time permitted (TPR-172)........................................ $15.00 
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Night, parking a vehicle at night in violation of the provisions applicable thereto (secs. 19-174, 
19-174(b)).............................................................................................................................. $25.00 

Overtime parking in excess of posted time limits (Sec. 19-181): 

Sec. 19-181 (a) metered space........................................................................ $15.00$20.00 

Sec. 19-181 (b) non-metered time restricted space ........................................ $15.00$20.00 

Parking meter, parking in violation of the provisions applicable thereto (secs. 19-188 to 19-190, 
TPR-194 and TPR 195).............................................................................................. $15.00$20.00 

Private road, parking in front of (sec. 19-166(h)).................................................................. $25.00 

Residential area, within without appropriate sticker (sec. 19-201) ...................................... $15.00 

Restricted area, in violation of the applicable restrictions (except overtime) (TPR-176) 
......................................................................................................................................$20.00$25.00 

Safety zone, within twenty (20) feet of either end of (sec. 19-167) ..................................... $15.00 

School drop off zone, parking in in excess of time permitted (TPR-179) ............................ $25.00 

Sidewalk, parking on (sec. 19-166(b)) ....................................................................... $15.00$25.00 

Snow or Ice Removal, parking on any way in such a manner as to impede (sec. 19-166(n)) 
.................................................................................................................................................$20.00 

Stopping in violation of the applicable restrictions (TPR180).............................................. $15.00 

Taxicab stand, parking within (sec. 19-171).......................................................................... $15.00 

Traffic passing lane, obstruction of (sec. 19-166(f))................................................... $15.00$25.00 

Trailer, at night in violation of the provisions applicable thereto (section 19-174, 19-174(b)) 
................................................................................................................................................ $25.00 

Wrong direction, parking in the (sec. 19-166(e))................................................................... $15.00 

(b) Should the fines established herein not be paid within twenty-one (21) days of the offense, 
the following surcharges shall be due and payable to the parking clerk of the city in addition to 
the fine originally assessed: 

For a $5.00 fine – initial surcharge shall be an additional $10.00. 

For a $15.00 fine – initial surcharge shall be an additional $10.00. 

For a $20.00 fine – initial surcharge shall be an additional $10.00. 

For a $25.00 fine – initial surcharge shall be an additional $10.00. 
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(c) If any part of the fine and/or initial surcharge remains unpaid at any time subsequent to the 
parking clerk reporting the matter to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, pursuant to M.G.L. chapter 90, section 20A, an additional surcharge of $5.00 
shall be due and payable to the parking clerk of the city. 

(d) Notwithstanding the fines established for the offenses identified in section (a) as having a fine 
of either $15.00 or $20.00, such offenses shall be punished by a fine of twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) if the offense occurs within the geographic area designed as subject to the Tiger Parking 
program established by TPR204 while such program is in effect. 

#281-25 
10/29/25 J. Wilson



Sec. 19-201. Resident sticker and visitor permit parking program. 

There shall be a resident sticker and visitor permit parking program in the City of Newton to 
govern parking of residents' and visitors' motor vehicles on designated city streets in restricted 
areas during designated times, as follows: 

A. Establishment of restricted area. 

(1) One or more residents or property owners of the City of Newton, the chief of police or 
the commissioner of public works or his designee may petition the traffic council to 
establish, extend, reduce, modify or delete an area in which parking shall be restricted to 
vehicles displaying valid resident stickers or visitor permits for that area. In order for a 
resident's or property owner's petition to establish, modify or extend a restricted area to 
be considered by the traffic council, it must be submitted with signatures of one or more 
residents of each of at least fifty percent (50%) of the dwelling units located in the area in 
which parking restrictions are proposed. Such an area may be any portion or all of one or 
more streets, but the minimum proposed restricted area must be at least one street block 
in length, and any restricted area must be bordered only by properties the primary use of 
which is residential. In accordance with guidelines approved by the city council, the 
traffic council may consider a petition for a restricted area that is not bordered only by 
properties the primary use of which is residential or for a restricted area that is less than 
one block in length. In addition, no petition for a restricted area will be considered unless 
alternative parking restrictions, such as time limitations or parking prohibitions, covering 
the entire proposed restricted area, have been in effect for at least one (1) year 
immediately prior to such consideration. Permit parking restrictions shall not be 
established for any period between 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

(2) Upon receipt of such a petition as specified above, the traffic council shall schedule a 
public hearing within ninety (90) days and notices of such hearing shall be sent to 
abutters and to those residents and property owners of record at all addresses within five 
hundred (500) feet of the proposed or existing restricted area. The traffic council shall not 
deny a petition because of defects in the notice procedure required by this section, unless 
a resident, property owner, or abutter has been prejudiced thereby. 

(3) In reviewing the petition, the traffic council shall consider the following criteria: 

a) vehicular circulation and safety; 

b) pedestrian safety; 

c) lack of convenient off-street parking for residents of the area of the proposed 
restriction; 

d) level of demand for on-street parking by nonresidents of the area of the 
proposed restriction, including analysis of probable displacement of 
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nonresidential parking to adjacent residential areas if the proposed restrictions 
should be implemented; 

e) extent to which existing and/or alternative parking regulations are ineffective to 
deal with parking problems in the area of the proposed restriction. 

(4) The traffic council may establish a restricted area only in an area where alternative 
parking restrictions, such as time limitations or parking prohibitions, have been in effect 
for at least one (1) year immediately prior to the petition. The traffic council shall review 
the effectiveness of the existing restrictions prior to establishment of a new restricted 
area. 

(5) Following the public hearing, the traffic council may adopt a regulation establishing, 
extending, reducing, modifying or deleting one or more areas, as related to the petition, in 
which parking shall be restricted to residents of the particular restricted areas during time 
periods to be established as part of such ordinance. 

(6) When adopting a regulation in accordance with (5) above, the traffic council shall 
determine whether residents of lots contiguous to a corner lot abutting the restricted area 
will be eligible to apply for a resident parking sticker. In making such determination, the 
traffic council shall consider the following criteria, in addition to the criteria listed in 
section (3) above: the number of dwelling units abutting the restricted area; the number of 
dwelling units on the contiguous lot; the number of on-street legal parking spaces 
available in the restricted area; the lack of convenient off-street parking for residents of 
the restricted area; and the lack of convenient off-street parking for residents of the 
contiguous lots. The traffic council may order that no more than one resident parking 
permit and one visitor permit be issued to dwellings units on eligible contiguous lots. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, residents of a lot which is contiguous to the rear lot line 
of a non-corner lot bordering the restricted area will not be eligible for a parking permit. 

(7) Where, based on the criteria set forth in sections (3) and (6) the traffic council 
determines that the number of eligible dwelling units greatly outnumbers the available 
on-street parking spaces, the traffic council may limit the number of resident parking 
permits which will be made available to residents of the restricted area and eligible 
contiguous lots and direct the chief of police to issue such permits on a first come first 
serve or on a lottery basis. 

(8) This section shall not apply in neighborhood parking districts established pursuant to 
Section 19-202. 

B. Issuance of resident parking stickers: 

(1) Resident parking stickers shall identify the restricted area to which they apply and 
shall be of a design specified by the chief of police. One such sticker for a restricted area 
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shall be issued by the chief of police or his designee to an owner of a motor vehicle 
which is registered in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, with a registered gross 
weight of under two and one half (2½) tons, which is principally garaged in the City of 
Newton at an address which borders a restricted area, or if deemed eligible by the traffic 
council, at an address which is contiguous to a lot that borders said restricted area, as 
established in accordance with subsection (a) above, which is owned or used by a 
resident of the City of Newton at said address, and which otherwise qualifies for issuance 
of a sticker under this section. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the owner of a motor 
vehicle principally garaged at a lot which is contiguous to the rear lot line of a non-corner 
lot bordering the restricted area will not be entitled to a sticker. 

(2) Upon establishment of a restricted area by the traffic council, the city engineer shall 
determine those addresses at which registered vehicles shall be eligible to receive resident 
parking stickers, and forward a list of such addresses to the chief of police and to the 
board of assessors. The board of assessors shall provide a description of the use at each 
address including the existing number of dwelling units as it appears in the assessing 
records, and forward that information to the chief of police. 

(3) Acceptable proof of residency in subsection (1) hereof will be either (A) a current 
registration certificate issued by the Registry of Motor Vehicles, Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, stating the information required in subsection (1); or (B) a current 
registration certificate issued by the Registry of Motor Vehicles, Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, accompanied by a Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles "Change of 
Address Form", properly completed and stating the information required in subsection 
(1). The police department may require the Registry of Motor Vehicles "Change of 
Address Form" to be completed by the applicant and left with the department for mailing 
directly to the Registry of Motor Vehicles if there is any doubt as to the authenticity of 
the applicant's proof under subsection (3)(B). The Registry form must contain the 
information required in subsection (1). 

(4) The number of resident parking stickers issued to a resident at an eligible address 
shall be limited as follows: the maximum number of resident parking stickers for 
residents at eligible addresses shall be two (2) per dwelling unit. Motor vehicles not 
registered at the address shall not be eligible for a sticker. The number of such permits 
issued to residents of eligible contiguous lots may be further limited by the traffic 
council. 

(5) Other provisions governing resident sticker parking: 

a) Resident parking stickers shall show the registration number of the vehicle to 
which it is assigned, the sticker's effective year, and the area in which it is 
effective. 
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b) The chief of police may establish rules governing the display of resident 
parking stickers. 

c) Resident parking stickers shall expire on December 31 of each year. 

d) Any outstanding fines for parking violations attributable to the motor vehicle 
for which a resident parking sticker is requested must be paid in full before said 
sticker is issued. 

e) The fee for resident parking stickers shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per 
year per vehicle. 

f) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section or any other provision in this 
chapter to the contrary, no penalty shall be imposed for the parking on any street 
designated as resident permit parking area of any vehicle owned and operated by 
a disabled veteran or handicapped person whose vehicle bears the distinctive 
number plate authorized by section 2 of chapter 90 of the General Laws or for the 
parking of any vehicle used to transport a disabled veteran or handicapped person 
who bears a properly displayed special parking identification placard as 
authorized by section 2 of chapter 90 of the General Laws. 

g) A resident parking sticker does not guarantee a parking space will be available. 

C. Issuance of visitor parking permits: 

(1) Visitor parking permits shall be distinguished by area, shall be transferable between 
vehicles, and shall be of a design specified by the chief of police. 

(2) Two (2) such permits for a restricted area shall be issued by the chief of police or his 
designee to any resident eligible for the issuance of resident parking stickers. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the maximum number of visitor parking permits shall be 
two (2) per dwelling unit. For residents of a dwelling unit in a restricted area in which 
there exists a home office or home occupation permitted as an accessory use by section 
30-6.7.3.B of the Revised Ordinances, the maximum number of visitor parking permits 
may be increased by one (1), unless the home office is that of a physician or dentist, in 
which case the maximum number of visitor parking permits may be increased by two (2). 
The number of such permits issued to residents of eligible contiguous lots may be further 
limited by the traffic council. 

(3) Visitor parking permits shall show the permit's effective year and shall expire on 
December 31 of each year. 

(4) Visitor parking permits will not be replaced if lost. 

(5) Visitor parking permits shall be issued to qualified residents free of charge. The fee 
for visitor parking permits shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per year per permit. 
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(6) The chief of police may establish rules governing the display of resident parking 
stickersvisitor parking permits. 

D. Exemptions: 

(1) Visitor parking permits for a restricted area may be issued by the chief of police or his 
designee in such a number, and to such institutions, organizations, or persons, as the 
traffic council shall authorize in establishing permit-parking restrictions in accordance 
with subsection (a) above. 

(2) Such additional visitor permits shall be issued, where authorized by the traffic 
council, free of chargefor a fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per year per permit. 

(3) The chief of police or the chief's designee may, at his discretion and upon request of 
any resident at an eligible address, waive the permit parking restrictions in a restricted 
area for a limited period of time. 

E. Other provisions governing resident sticker parking and visitor permit parking: 

(1) Applications for resident stickers or visitor permits shall be made on a form 
prescribed by the chief of police or his designee. 

(2) Resident stickers and visitor permits and ordinances governing their use shall be 
effective in locations and during hours established in accordance with subsection (a) 
above. All other parking and traffic regulations and ordinances of the City of Newton 
shall remain in full force and effect and must be obeyed by sticker and permit holders. 

(3) Resident stickers and visitor permits do not authorize holders to park overnight in 
municipal lots. 

(4) All sticker or permit parking shall automatically be suspended upon the declaration of 
a snow emergency or any disaster in the city by the chief of police or his designee. 

(5) Resident stickers and visitor permits will automatically be revoked if a motor vehicle 
ceases to qualify under this ordinance, if the sticker or permit is applied to a vehicle other 
than the one so designated at the time of application, or if the applicant for a visitor 
permit ceases to qualify under this section. 

(6) Resident stickers and visitor permits if not properly affixed or displayed on the motor 
vehicle, shall be deemed to be of no effect. 

(7) The fee for issuance of a replacement resident parking sticker shall be two dollars 
($2.00). 

(8) No parking restrictions established hereunder shall be effective on legal holidays, on 
Sundays from 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., on Saturdays or on religious holidays on streets 
abutting any house of worship during hours of religious services at such house of 
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worship, or during municipal or Newton Public Schools or Newton Community Schools 
events or functions in areas affected by said events or functions. 

(9) If any provision of this ordinance or the application of such provision to any person or 
circumstance shall be held invalid, the validity of the remainder of this ordinance and the 
application of such provision to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected 
thereby. 

(10) This section, together with any amendments thereto, will be posted in the office of 
the city clerk. (Ord. No. S-155, 2-18-86; Ord. No. T-168, 9-3-91; Ord. No. T-169, 7-8-91; 
Ord. No. T-230, 6-01-92; Ord. No. T-236; 7-13-92; Ord No. T-304; 11-01-93; Ord. No. V-
154, 12-1-97; Ord. No. Z-12, 12-03-07; Ord. No. Z-38, 11- 17-08; Ord. Z-39, 11-17-08; 
Ord. No. Z-48, 03-16-09; Ord. No. A-19, 04-01-13; Ord. No. A-51, 12-15-14) 

Sec. 19-202. Neighborhood parking district program. 

The traffic council may, from time to time, establish neighborhood parking districts in an area 
comprised of contiguous streets where demand for on-street parking necessitates a 
comprehensive approach to managing parking. The traffic council shall establish rules and 
requirements particular to that district for the purpose of creating consistent parking regulations 
and equitably distributing parking impacts throughout the district. Such districts shall be 
published in the traffic and parking regulations. 

(a) Establishment of neighborhood parking districts. 

(1) Following a public hearing, traffic council may establish a neighborhood parking 
district, and shall establish for each such district parking rules and regulations applicable 
within such districts, and may establish rules allowing for the issuance of resident, visitor 
and non-resident stickers and permits to override street regulations. 

(b) Issuance of neighborhood parking district parking stickers and permits. 

(1) Resident parking permits. Upon establishment of a restricted area by the traffic 
council, the city engineer shall determine those addresses at which registered vehicles 
shall be eligible to receive resident parking stickers, and forward a list of such addresses 
to the chief of police and to the board of assessors. The board of assessors shall provide a 
description of the use at each address including the existing number of dwelling units as 
it appears in the assessing records, and forward that information to the chief of police. 
Such resident parking stickers shall otherwise be issued and enforced by the chief of 
police in accordance with the provisions, regulations, and fee established in 19-201 B. 
(3), (4) and (5). 

(2) Visitor parking permit. Visitor parking permits shall be issued as per section 19-201C. 

(3) Non-resident parking stickers or permits. 
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a) A limited number of parking stickers or permits may be made available to non-
residents of a particular street within a neighborhood parking district in 
accordance with such rules and regulations for that district. Traffic council may 
establish rules governing the maximum number of parking stickers or permits 
allocated to non-residents on each particular street, and rules related to where on 
the street a non-resident sticker or permit may be applicable, and which shall be 
included in the traffic and parking regulations. 

b) The chief of police may establish acceptable documentation required to obtain 
a non-resident sticker or permit. 

c) Non-resident parking stickers or permits shall be valid for a one year period. 
The chief of police may establish the month of the year in which the permit 
expires for any given neighborhood parking district. 

d) Any outstanding fines for parking violations attributable to the motor vehicle 
for which a nonresident parking sticker or permit is requested must be paid in full 
before said sticker is issued. 

e) Non-resident parking stickers or permits shall show the registration number of 
the vehicle to which it is assigned, the sticker or permit's effective year, and the 
area in which it is effective. 

f) The cost of non-resident parking stickers or permits shall be determined by the 
City Council and shall be listed in Chapter 17. 

g) Upon establishment of a neighborhood parking district by the traffic council, 
the city engineer or parking manager shall prepare a parking plan and report 
describing the non-resident parking permit or sticker rules applicable on a 
particular street, and shall forward these to the chief of police. 

h) The chief of police may establish rules governing the distribution of non-
resident stickers or permits. 

i) The chief of police may establish rules governing the display of non-resident 
parking stickers or permits. 

(c) Exemptions. 

(1) Visitor parking permits for a neighborhood parking district may be issued by the chief 
of police or his designee in such a number, and to such institutions, organizations, or 
persons, as the traffic council shall authorize in establishing permit-parking restrictions in 
accordance with subsection (a) above. 

(2) Such additional visitor permits shall be issued, where authorized by the traffic 
council, free of chargefor a fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per year per permit.  
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(3) Notwithstanding the above, visitor permits shall be issued, where authorized by the 
traffic council, to City of Newton employees, after school program staff, direct abutters to 
municipal buildings, owners of land directly opposite on any street or way from 
municipal buildings, and Newton North High School for temporary distribution to 
students free of charge.  

(3) (4) The chief of police or the chief's designee may, at his discretion and upon request 
of any resident at an eligible address, waive the permit parking restrictions in a 
neighborhood parking district for a limited period of time. 

(d) Other provisions. 

All stickers and permits issued pursuant to this section shall be subject to the provisions 
of section 19- 201E. (Ord. No. A19, 04-01-13; Ord. No. B-26, 03-18-19) 
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 Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
 In City Council 

 
Wednesday, October 9, 2024 

 
Present:  Councilors Grossman (Chair), Downs, Lucas, Wright, Block, Bixby and Lipof  
 
Absent: Councilor Greenberg 
 
Also Present:  President Laredo, Councilors Malakie and Farrell 
 
City Staff: Director of Community Engagement Hattie Kerwin Derrick, Captain Daniel Devine, 
Newton Police Department; David Koses, Transportation Coordinator, Ned Codd, Director of 
Transportation and Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer 
 
Others Present: NewTV 
 
All agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link: 
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/public-safety-transportation-committee 
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following  
link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KR8pYXztAXI&list=PLqJiDbsvfNjVWX8R9k0Ox5M_0URb-
jS39&t=523s 
 

 #380-24 Police Chief Selection Committee by President Laredo 
PRESIDENT LAREDO recommending that the following individuals be appointed 
to the Police Chief Selection Committee in accordance with the provisions of Sec. 
5 of Chap. 279 of the Acts of 1992 and Sec. 3-3 of the City Charter: 

 

(A)  Councilor Tarik Lucas, as the Council appointee 
(B)    Dr. Lauren Solotar, 191 Grant Ave, Newton, as the City Council appointee 

Action:  Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0-1, Councilor Lucas abstaining 
 
Note: President Laredo joined the Committee. 
 



Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report 
                                                                                                Wednesday, October 9, 204 

                              page 2 

 

President Laredo stated that under the statute, the City Council President, subject to the 
approval of City Council, appoints one Councilor and one resident to serve on the Committee.   
 
Councilor Lucas is an excellent choice since he has been a member of this Committee since he 
joined City Council. Dr. Solotar a clinical psychologist, will be an asset. Dr. Solotar is the 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the May Institute, working with people with disabilities 
and developmental delays. She is familiar with the hiring process and how to choose senior 
leaders. In addition, she has designed and implemented training programs for Police 
Departments on how to work with people with various disabilities.  
 
Councilor Lucas stated that he is eager to serve.  When it comes to policing it is important to 
hire the best Police Chief.   
       
Councilor Downs made a motion to approve.  Council members agreed 6-0-1, Councilor Lucas  
abstaining.   
 

 #381-24 Police Chief Selection Committee by Her Honor The Mayor 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR recommending that the following individuals be 
appointed to the Police Chief Selection Committee in accordance with the 
provisions of Sec. 5 of Chapter 279 of the Acts of 1992 and Sec. 3-3 of the City 
Charter: 

  
(A) Karl O’Hara, business executive of the City of Newton 
(B) Michelle Leung, attorney 
(C) Judge Nancy Holtz, member of the Judiciary 
(D) Chief Kevin O’Connell, Massachusetts Police Chiefs Association 
(E) Derege B. Demissie, citizen of the City of Newton 
(F) Rabbi Keith Stern, citizen of the City of Newton 

Action: Public Safety & Transportation Approved 7-0 
 
Note: Ms. Derrick joined the Committee.  
 
Ms. Derrick stated that Mr. O’Hara is a City business owner. Ms. Demissie was on the Newton 
Police Reform Task Force and Attorney Leung served on the previous Police Chief Search 
Committee; the Mayor wanted continuity. Rabbi Stern was the former Chair of the Human 
Rights Commission. Retired Judge Holtz is currently working in mediation and was a former 
Superior Court judge, and Chief O’Connell is a member of the Massachusetts Police Chiefs 
Association. In addition, there will be two representatives from the Newton Police Association; 
City Council does not approve those appointments.     
 
Councilor Downs made a motion to approve.  Council members agreed 7-0. 
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#364-24 Discussion and possible ordinance change on the categories and levels of 
parking fines  
COUNCILORS DOWNS, GROSSMAN, FARRELL, LUCAS, LOBOVITS, OLIVER, 
DANBERG AND LIPOF requesting a discussion and possible ordinance change on 
the categories and levels of parking fines and whether these need adjustment. 

Action:  Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 
 
Note:  Docket items #364-24 and #365-24 were discussed together.  Refer to #365-24 
for the report. 
 
Councilor Downs made a motion to hold.  Council members agreed 7-0. 
  
#365-24  Discussion and possible ordinance change on residential parking programs and 

fee structures 
COUNCILORS DOWNS, GROSSMAN, LEARY, FARRELL, OLIVER, DANBERG, LIPOF 
AND LOBOVITS requesting a discussion and possible ordinance change on 
residential parking programs and fee structures and whether these need 
adjustment. 

Action:  Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 
 
Note:  Docket items #364-24 and #365-24 were discussed together.   
 
Captain Devine and Councilor Farrell joined the Committee.   
 
Councilor Downs introduced the items and stated that as we're looking at parking, we should 
review the motivators for people who want to park in the City. Are they receiving a good deal, a 
surprise, and does the City break even? It will be necessary to collect data on what we charge,  
what's the benefit of having a higher versus lower fee, how we charge for parking in village 
centers, permit program costs, who benefits, number of spaces, and how many permits, etc. 
This year, 185 residential parking permit stickers were issued and approximately 1200 visitor 
passes. We don’t track the number of households receiving permits, the number receiving free 
visitor passes, and how many receive visitor passes without purchasing a permit. 
 
Councilor Downs stated that parking fines are not constrained because they're a criminal 
penalty. The ceiling is approximately  $300 to $350, the maximum any municipality can charge 
without a home rule petition. Parking fees as long as they're used for parking management, 
used to be constrained by proposition 2½ on what it costs to administer the program. In 2016, 
that was changed allowing municipalities to use price as a parking management tool, meaning 
disconnecting it from the cost of administering the program.  
 
Captain Devine stated that when reviewing fines, Newton is on the lower end. Newton’s fines 
are lower than Boston and Waltham but compared to Needham, Wellesley and Brookline, 
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we're on par. Newton has not raised its fines in many years; it would up to the City Council to 
amend. 
 
Councilors reviewed Councilor Downs document on ticket costs compared across nearby 
communities, attached.   
 
Councilors comments, questions and answers: 
What do the blank spaces symbolize on the chart, does it mean there is no fine?  Councilor 
Downs answered that a blank space means there is no fine.  
 
Councilor Downs stated that TAG recommends imposing a fee for blocking a bike lane. TAG 
feels that the fine for parking in a bus stop is low, particularly as the City is making accessibility 
upgrades to bus stops. It may be necessary to review meter or time violations and their 
locations. She asked Committee members how do they feel about virtual meters rather than an 
actual meter in residential areas and parking lots? How do you feel about how the fine relates 
to the meter fee? There is no prohibition by ordinance or state law to put meters on residential 
streets, but some residential streets are pretty close to commercial areas and are parked up. If 
someone doesn't have a cell phone or is not comfortable using an app, you might want to make 
the meter violation the cost of parking, plus a small surcharge. TAG asked since the app has a 
small surcharge on it, and it's cheaper for the City to process rather than coins. Do we want to 
lower the meter rate if you use the app? 
 
Captain Devine provided information on appeals adjudication disposition report and violation 
issuance by officer summary report, attached.   
 
Councilors comments, questions and answers: 
Would it be possible to break down the number of parking violations by number and type from 
2019 to 2022 to see if there are trends with parking violations. Perhaps, if one category is going 
up, would we want to increase the fine? Captain Devine answered yes, he will provide material 
for the past several years. Some numbers will be skewed due to COVID. When reviewing 2021 
and 2022, we'll have drastic low numbers.  
 
I support the idea if you pay the meter by quarters, it should cost more.   
 
Newton charges $15 for a bus stop violation.  Boston, Brookline, Waltham and Needham charge 
$100 for the violation. This fine should be increased. 
 
How often do the PCO issue tickets?  How often are they in Newton Centre?  Is it complaint 
driven? Captain Devine answered that every violation is entered into the IPS system.  IPS is the 
company used to track all parking fines. The PCOs and officers use the IPS system on a daily 
basis because we don't have the machines, we use handheld machines. The majority of tickets 
are issued by the PCO. Every day, 4 to 7 PCOs are out in various areas including Newton Centre 
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ticketing. The PCOs issue approximately 95% of the tickets.  When we receive a complaint, a 
PCO is dispatched.    
 
Does the department review the data and look at where people aren't following the rules, 
sending PCOs to those locations?  Captain Devine answered that the PCOs are everywhere, the 
IPS system does not pinpoint their exact location. The PCOs issued $904,858.00 for the 2023 
calendar year, $503,820.00 for meter violations and $135,390.00 for overtime parking. Very 
rarely does a police officer issue a ticket for a parking violation. Officers issue tickets on the 
winter overnight parking ban. The PCOs and officers issued 56,173 violation counts, there were 
911 appeals heard, 621 were dismissed, and 312 were upheld. 
 
It would be interesting to know what parts of the City people are not following the rules. 
 
The principle that free parking is not free parking, it costs something whether in a parking lot or 
on a street. When people get used to free parking, then it gets overused, which is one reason 
why we have parking meters and pay in parking lots. Are those charges appropriate? One of the 
benchmarks that seems to come up is that your ideal parking stall vacancy rate is 15% meaning 
85% is used. It is a trial and error to set meter rates. Perhaps the price of parking should depend 
on supply, location and demand.  
 
Would it be difficult to utilize a technology allowing us to set fees and collect fines? 
 
Is there a fine if a vehicle takes up two parking spaces at a meter assuming they are not feeding 
both meters? If so, perhaps the fine should be increased. Is there a fine if you don’t back in and 
angle park on Albemarle Road?  Captain Devine answered yes, if you take two spaces the PCOs 
will address the issue.  Albemarle Road would be addressed for parking in a wrong direction. 
 
Is there a clear goal of what the purpose of fines are? Is it clear on why we fine them for an 
offense?  What is the process to enforce and how successful is it? Are we collecting most fines? 
All fines on the chart should be increased especially the fire hydrant fine. 
 
The question is how important are violations to us?  Do we think fines should be amended?  
 
It would be great to get a sense of where those 56,173 tickets are broken down into categories.    
Perhaps fines should not be amended on incidents rarely abused.  
 
Does the department have recommendations on what fines if any, should be increased?  
Captain Devine answered the most requests received are for violating a fire hydrant or an 
accessible parking space. We don't receive meter violation requests.  
 
Some communities have fines for parking in an EV charging space without charging your 
vehicle. We may want to consider imposing a fine on EV charging spaces or loading zones.  We 
may want to consider adding missing categories to the violation by officer summary report. 
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These items were referred to this Committee only, if fines are amended, the items will be  
referred to the Finance Committee for consideration.  
 
Councilor Downs suggested holding these items until data is received from Transportation 
Coordinator, David Koses and additional information from Captain Devine on data from 
suggestions raised. It's really about permit parking, if we're going to expand permit parking, 
how is it structured, do we want to restructure it, is the price right and is the availability of free 
visitor passes something we want to re-examine?  
 
Councilor Downs made a motion to hold.  Council members agreed 7-0.  
 
The Committee adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
 
Becky Grossman, Chair  



Ticket costs compared across nearby communi�es 

Viola�on Newto
n 

Boston Brooklin
e 

Waltham Needha
m 

Wellesle
y 

Sidewalk  $15 $65 $25 $25 $15 $15 
Blocking 
snow removal 

$20   $25 $20 $15 

Too near fire 
sta�on 

$15   $100   

H/C space $200 $120 $100 $100 $100 $150 
Blocking h/c 
curb cut 

$200 $100 $100 $100 $100  

Hydrant $25 $100 $100 $25 $25 $25 
Within 
intersec�on 

$15   $50 $15 $15 

Blocking 
traffic 

$15   $25  $15 

Blocking 
private 
road/drivewa
y 

$25 $25  25 $15 $15 

Over 12” 
from 
curb/double 
parking 

$15 $35-55  $25 $15 $15/$20 

Safety zone $15      
Bus stop $15 $100 $100 $100 $100  
Cab stand $15 $50  $25   
Crosswalk $25 $85  $25 $20 $20 
Commercial 
night parking 

$25 $65 ($100 if 
heavy vehicle) 

    

Restricted 
area 

$20 $55-90 $30 $25 $15  

Wrong 
direc�on 

$15   $25 $15 $15 

Bridge $15      
Angle park 
only 

$15      

Within 
Service zone 

$15      

Over/winter 
night parking 

$25  $30 $25 $15 $15 

Meter 
viola�on 

$15 $40 $25 $25 $15 $15 

Over�me 
parking 

$15 $25 $25 $25 $15 $15 

Blue zone $35      

#201-24 
Downs 06/19/24

#364-24 and #365-24



       
Other 
viola�ons 

 No permit (res) 
$60-100 
Street cleaning 
$40-90 

No 
permit 
$25 

Parking over 24 
hrs--$25 
Trailer, dumpster, 
container parking-
$25 

 Idling >5 
min $15 

Disturbing 
funerals-$50 

  Bike Lane $100 
Fire lane 

Bike lane 
$50 

Fire Lane $50 $25 Fire Lane 
$50 

  • Expired 
plate $40 

• Fenway 
o/t $100 

• On/near 
center 
island $40 

• Loading 
zone $90 

• Pedestria
n Zone 
$100 

 • EV space -
$50 

• Near 
center 
strip/island 
$50 

• Weather 
emergency
-$50 

• Abandone
d vehicle 
$250 

  

 

#201-24 
Downs 06/19/24

#364-24 and #365-24
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 Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, March 5, 2025 

 
Present:  Councilors Grossman (Chair), Downs, Lucas, Block, Bixby, Greenberg, Lipof and Wright    
 
Also Present:  Councilors Farrell, Oliver, Malakie and Baker 
 
City Staff: Captain Daniel Devine, Newton Police Department and Hattie Kerwin Derrick, 
Director of Community Engagement  
 
Others Present:  NewTV 
 
All agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link: 
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/public-safety-transportation-committee 
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the 
following link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSi_gS3clfU 
 
#365-24 Discussion and possible ordinance change on residential parking 

programs and fee structures 
COUNCILORS DOWNS, GROSSMAN, LEARY, FARRELL, OLIVER, DANBERG, 
LIPOF AND LOBOVITS requesting a discussion and possible ordinance 
change on residential parking programs and fee structures and whether 
these need adjustment. 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 10/09/24 

Action:             Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0, Councilor Lipof not voting 
 
Note:  Docket items #365-24 and #364-24 were discussed together. Refer to 
#364-24 for the report. 
 
Councilor Downs made a motion to hold.  Council members agreed 7-0, Councilor Lipof not 
voting. 
 
#364-24 Discussion and possible ordinance change on the categories and levels 

of parking fines 
COUNCILORS DOWNS, GROSSMAN, FARRELL, LUCAS, LOBOVITS, OLIVER,  
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DANBERG AND LIPOF requesting a discussion and possible ordinance 
change on the categories and levels of parking fines and whether these 
need adjustment. 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 10/09/24 

Action:             Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0, Councilor Lipof not voting 
 
Note:  Docket items #365-24 and #364-24 were discussed together.  
 
Captain Devine joined the Committee. 
 
Docket #365-24 
 
Residential Parking Permits and Guest Passes: 
Councilor Downs stated that the object is not to gratuitously raise a lot of extra money  
for the City, but to be fair and in sync with neighboring communities. Residential parking 
permits cost $25 per year. The ticket for parking over time is $15, which is only issued if 
you don’t have a permit.  The problem  identified is that the two guest passes are free. I 
suggest 1) Eliminating the free guest passes without having bought a permit and 2) Is 
$25 per year enough, or should the price be raised.   
 
Captain Devine stated if there's 100 people coming in for permits, probably 75 to 80% just get 
the two free guest passes. The $25 fee needs to be addressed. The permit gets attached 
specifically to the car with the registration received. Guest passes can be placed in any vehicle. 
There’s little interest for people to pay for the permit when they get free guest passes they can 
use themselves. This year, we've sold 100 permits at $25, and issued about 600 guest passes.   
 
#365-24 Councilors comments, questions and answers: 
Can we change the rules to reflect a resident can only get a guest pass if they pay for a permit? 
Captain Devine replied that some people just want the two free guest passes.  NPD does not 
have the authority to say no, you must purchase a permit too. 
 
Perhaps it would make sense to close the loophole in the City Ordinance, rather than raise the 
cost. 
 
How was it originated, that you are allowed to get two free passes without paying for the 
permit? Captain Devine answered that he does not know when the ordinance was established 
but it has been over 18 years. He doesn’t know the logic behind why we issue two free passes.  
 
It does not make sense, if we have a permit parking program that we would allow the use of 
guest passes that essentially make parking for residents free.  
 
Perhaps we should charge $25 for each resident and guest pass, or charge a lower fee for each 
guest pass. 
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How do residents obtain the permits? Captain Devine answered that the resident goes to the 
Police Department each December, presents their license and registration, proof they live at 
that residence, and pay $25.  
 
Approximately how many streets are on the list? Captain Devine answered that it is difficult to 
answer the number of streets because each year, Traffic Council adds and removes streets. 
Councilor Downs added that she thinks Mr. Koses, Traffic Council Chair limits the total number 
of commercial or residential permits in high demand areas. 
 
Are there certain streets or neighborhoods where permits are more popular, or are they evenly 
spread out?  Captain Devine answered that they're evenly spread out.   
 
If you're a homeowner without on-street parking, what do contractors do if they need to park 
on the street? Captain Devine answered that the department has a program called 
“Construction Permits.” The permit is good for up to three months, costing $10 per month for 
any number of construction vehicles doing the work. At times, we have the construction 
vehicles park on neighboring streets so the road is not flooded with vehicles. 
 
In Boston, if you have a commercial plate the City gives you a pass on parking in Resident Only 
Areas.  
 
Is there anything that prevents a homeowner from using a guest pass for their own cars? Chair 
Grossman answered no. 
 
Why weren’t fees addressed in the past? 
 
What do neighboring communities charge? Captain Devine answered that he would look into 
this. 
 
Councilor Downs stated that she will propose draft language for the City to begin charging for 
guest passes, the same as they do for resident permits. Chair Grossman added that this 
Committee cannot set a fee without draft Ordinance language. It might also be necessary for 
the language to be sent to the Finance Committee with proposed fees for discussion and a vote.  
 
Straw Polls: 
1. Should we charge a fee for guest passes? Yes, Committee members agreed 8-0. 
2. Should guest passes cost the same as residential permits? No, Committee members agreed 

6-0, Councilors Block and Bixby opposed.  
3. Should we charge more than $25 for a residential permit? A vote was not taken. 
 
A discussion was held as to whether a public hearing would be appropriate about changing the 
fees for these permits and guest passes.  Councilors expressed that it would only be useful if 
there was something to be learned from the hearing, and questioned how notice would work. 



Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report 
                                                                                                 Wednesday, March 5, 2025 

                               page 4 

 

Some Councilors expressed that a public hearing isn’t necessary because these are reasonable 
policy changes under consideration in response to an identified problem, which is that the 
number of guest passes outnumber residential permits. 
 
A guest pass cost should be equal to a resident permit cost because if a resident permit is more 
expensive than a guest pass, residents will only want guest passes. 
 
If approved, when would a price change go into effect? Councilor Downs suggested 2026, when 
residents have to renew their permits.  A Councilor was opposed and suggested 2027 or 2028 
and in 2026, close the loop hole. 
 
Where do fees go and how do we use them?  Captain Devine answered that he did not have 
this information available. Councilors stated that these fees go into our general revenue 
stream. 
 
If there is a change to the winter overnight parking ban, would that affect the neighborhood 
parking permit program? Captain Devine answered no, the winter overnight parking ban is  
completely independent of the residential permit program. Residential permits only apply 
during  business hours. The permit does not apply on Sundays because the PCOS don’t work on 
Sundays to enforce.  He did not have information for Saturdays and will reply with information. 
 
Docket #364-24 
 
Cost and levels of parking fines  
Councilor Downs stated that we have categories of violations listed on the standard 
Newton ticket sheet which are never used. This item is a housekeeping item. Captain 
Devine has suggested we remove a few of these categories from the standard ticket, 
including safety zone violations, angle parking, angle parking only, and within service 
zone violation.  
 
#364-24 Councilors comments, questions and answers: 
Why don’t we issue tickets for safety zone violations and angle parking? Captain Devine 
answered that the PCO’s don’t issue tickets for safety zone violations, angle parking, 
angle parking only and within service zone. 
 
What’s the difference between angle and angle park only? Captain Devine answered 
that he researched the Ordinance for clarity and cannot find language to clarify. 
 
Has the Law Department reviewed the Ordinance? Captain Devine answered that he did 
not ask the Law Department for their assistance.  
 
We should keep angle and angle park only on the ticket until additional information is 
received. 
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There's a reasonable argument for cleaning up the ticket. Perhaps angle parking should be 
combined. Fewer violations would allow for the creation of larger check  boxes on the ticket. 
 
I would hesitate to remove any violation on the ticket.  
 
Could we hear directly or indirectly from the PCOs on their perspective? Captain Devine 
answered yes, a PCO could attend a future meeting and we could hear their input and logic. 
 
Is it because the PCOs don’t use these violations or because they don’t know what it is? Captain 
Devine answered they don’t use it and don’t understand why it is on the ticket.    
 
If a driver went into an angled parking zone, and parked across two spaces, what violation 
would the PCO use? Captain Devine answered the PCO would use a restricted area.  If you park 
using two spaces, there is nothing to check off on the ticket. 
 
Ticket costs compared across nearby communities: 
Councilor Downs stated that Newton’s fine values fall between, and sometimes 
significantly behind, neighboring communities. This was brought to her attention 
because of the Newton Chamber indicating that “if you want inexpensive meter 
violation parking, go to Newton, they have the lowest tickets in the area.”  This is true. It 
will be necessary to draft Ordinance language to make changes. Councilor Downs asked 
Committee members if they prefer charging fees like Needham and Wellesley, or do we 
want to increase fees comparable to Brookline and/or Waltham? Newton is clearly an 
outlier on accessibility spaces and blocking an accessible curb cut.  
 
Councilors comments, questions and answers: 
These fines are used for two different purposes. The seriousness of an infraction should be part 
of our discussion.  1) safety violations and 2) meter violations. 
 
How do we set the price to make drivers move to improve traffic flow and allow turnover? 
 
It is necessary to understand how big of a problem this is in Newton.  Does this happen often?   
 
It is necessary to concentrate on the seriousness of the violation and have it match the charge 
of the ticket, for crosswalks, sidewalks, bus stops and fire hydrants which are all underpriced. 
 
What does sidewalk parking mean?  Captain Devine answered it is parking on the sidewalk. 
 
What is the fine for cars parking on the street, along the sidewalk, where they're not supposed 
to park? Captain Devine answered it would be a restricted area.  
 
Is double parking a restricted area? Captain Devine answered no, over 12” from a curb/double 
parking is a $15 fine.   
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When reviewing the ticket cost comparisons, I don't see a consensus on the numbers that I feel 
most comfortable with.   
 
For safety violations, we should be in line with the higher cost. For meter violations, we should 
be in line with the average cost. 
 
Do any fines stand out as problematic in Newton? Captain Devine answered no.  
 
What is the ticket cost for parking in a bike lane? Captain Devine answered $20, parking in a 
restricted area. 
 
$20 is too low for parking in a bike lane, it is necessary to increase the fee. 
 
Councilor Downs stated that tickets are all about deterrence. We want to make the cost of 
noncompliance high enough to deter a behavior. It is necessary to deter unsafe behaviors, 
maybe at a higher level, but still look at parking on sidewalks, double parking, and overtime 
violations.   
 
Councilor Downs suggested Councilors review and propose new fees for ticket costs for a future 
discussion with proposed draft language for the City to increase ticket fees.  
 
Chair Grossman suggested adding a column to the chart for proposed fees. It would likely be 
necessary for the proposed language to be sent to the Finance Committee with proposed fees 
for discussion and a vote. She stated that she would work with the Law Department on the 
current ordinance to work out what is necessary to make amendments and then work out if a 
new docket Item is necessary, or can we refer the present docket item to the Finance 
Committee? She then said that she will ask the Law Department for assistance on angle parking 
violations and safety zones.  
 
Differentiate between safety violations and parking management violations: 
Councilor Downs asked Council members if the overnight winter parking ban, Blue Zone, and  
blocking a private driveway are safety issues or parking management issues?  
 
People without enough length in their driveway have their cars hang over the sidewalk, forcing 
pedestrians into the street, blocking a Blue Zone, blocking snow removal, bus stops, parking on 
a bridge or private driveways are safety issues.  
 
Should we increase the fine for being “too near a fire station?” Is that a safety issue? 
 
Where are the cab stands located? Councilor Downs answered on Union Street and in Waban 
Square. 
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In my opinion, commercial night parking, meter violations and overtime parking are the only 
violations that are not safety issues. 
 
There probably are safety components to every single one violation but it's more for some than 
others. 
 
Why doesn’t Newton allow parking on certain bridges? Captain Devine answered that for 20  
years, parking has not been allowed on bridges for safety reasons.  Councilor Wright offered to 
find out this information because Boston allows its.   
 
When someone parks without a permit, what's the offense? Captain Devine answered a 
restricted area. 
 
I urge us to get answers to these questions before we begin making decisions on the 
ordinances. 
 
Councilor Downs made a motion to hold. Council members agreed 7-0, Councilor Lipof not 
voting. 
 
The Committee adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully  submitted,   
 
Becky Grossman, Chair  
 



Ticket costs compared across nearby communi�es 

Viola�on Newto
n 

Boston Brooklin
e 

Waltham Needha
m 

Wellesle
y 

Sidewalk  $15 $65 $25 $25 $15 $15 
Blocking 
snow removal 

$20   $25 $20 $15 

Too near fire 
sta�on 

$15   $100   

H/C space $200 $120 $100 $100 $100 $150 
Blocking h/c 
curb cut 

$200 $100 $100 $100 $100  

Hydrant $25 $100 $100 $25 $25 $25 
Within 
intersec�on 

$15   $50 $15 $15 

Blocking 
traffic 

$15   $25  $15 

Blocking 
private 
road/drivewa
y 

$25 $25  25 $15 $15 

Over 12” 
from 
curb/double 
parking 

$15 $35-55  $25 $15 $15/$20 

Safety zone $15      
Bus stop $15 $100 $100 $100 $100  
Cab stand $15 $50  $25   
Crosswalk $25 $85  $25 $20 $20 
Commercial 
night parking 

$25 $65 ($100 if 
heavy vehicle) 

    

Restricted 
area 

$20 $55-90 $30 $25 $15  

Wrong 
direc�on 

$15   $25 $15 $15 

Bridge $15      
Angle park 
only 

$15      

Within 
Service zone 

$15      

Over/winter 
night parking 

$25  $30 $25 $15 $15 

Meter 
viola�on 

$15 $40 $25 $25 $15 $15 

Over�me 
parking 

$15 $25 $25 $25 $15 $15 

Blue zone $35      

#364-24 
Downs 06/19/24



       
Other 
viola�ons 

 No permit (res) 
$60-100 
Street cleaning 
$40-90 

No 
permit 
$25 

Parking over 24 
hrs--$25 
Trailer, dumpster, 
container parking-
$25 

 Idling >5 
min $15 

Disturbing 
funerals-$50 

  Bike Lane $100 
Fire lane 

Bike lane 
$50 

Fire Lane $50 $25 Fire Lane 
$50 

  • Expired 
plate $40 

• Fenway 
o/t $100 

• On/near 
center 
island $40 

• Loading 
zone $90 

• Pedestria
n Zone 
$100 

 • EV space -
$50 

• Near 
center 
strip/island 
$50 

• Weather 
emergency
-$50 

• Abandone
d vehicle 
$250 

  

 

#364-24 
Downs 06/19/24
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 Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, May 7, 2025 

 
Present:  Councilors Grossman (Chair), Downs, Lucas, Block, Bixby, Greenberg, Lipof and Wright    
 
City Staff: Captain Daniel Devine, Newton Police Department, David Koses, Transportation 
Coordinator 
 
All agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link: 
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/public-safety-transportation-committee 
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the 
following link: May 7, 2025 Public Safety & Transportation Committee  
 
#365-24 Discussion and possible ordinance change on residential parking 

programs and fee structures 
COUNCILORS DOWNS, GROSSMAN, LEARY, FARRELL, OLIVER, DANBERG, 
LIPOF AND LOBOVITS requesting a discussion and possible ordinance 
change on residential parking programs and fee structures and whether 
these need adjustment. 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 10/09/24 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0, Councilor Lipof not voting on 
03/05/25 

Action:  Public Safety & Transportation Held 8-0 
 
Note:  The Chair introduced item #365-24 and noted as a Committee they have had 
discussions before on this item. The Chair would like to get a sense of the Committee on how 
the members would like to proceed with the item. The Chair introduced Councilor Downs to 
give a review on research gathered on this item.  
 
Councilor Downs noted she has talked to the Law Department, and the Council can 
easily update the residential permit pricing, and the Committee has to decide how much 
the permit will be and how many you get.  
 
The Chair asked the Committee if they would like to proceed working on the item, or 
wait for a proposal from the Mayor’s office. 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/public-safety-transportation-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/public-safety-transportation-committee
https://youtu.be/OZm8fWbW3Ao?si=3Xydt_iUd8fp_Wyq
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Councilors noted that ultimately this is the responsibility of the City Council and feel 
they can move forward. 
 
Traffic Coordinator David Koses noted that a majority of residents do not pay for parking 
stickers. Residents come in and get the two free transferable placards meant for visitors. 
He noted an option may be to charge $25 for one guest pass or $50 for two guest 
passes. Under this option if you buy a resident pass for $25 you could get a visitor pass 
for free, or pay $50 total to get a second visitor pass. Also a resident could pay $50 for 
two resident passes and get up two visitor passes for free.  
 
A Councilor noted that it takes personnel to administer this system and enforce it. This 
Councilor expressed it should not be the case that there has been a decision to have 
permits be paid for and then have most people getting them for free.  
 
A Councilor noted that residential permits are needed in high-demand parking areas, 
and expressed a preference for parking there to come with cost as residents are using a 
valuable public asset. This Councilor also expressed that whether taxpayers pay for a 
permit or not, taxpayers are all paying for the time to administer the system. This 
Councilor also feels the cost of the program should not be more than what it costs to 
run.  
 
A Councilor asked when the time limit on parking on the street happens in these areas.  
 
A Councilor noted the time limit is only during the day. There is no restriction on 
overnight parking because of the winter overnight parking ban.  
 
A Councilor asked if the hours of daytime parking are different from neighborhood to 
neighborhood.  
 
Mr. Koses noted that it depends on the neighborhood.  
 
A Councilor asked if the neighborhoods are regularly checked for parking enforcement.  
 
Captain Devine noted that enforcement is largely complaint driven, but the parking 
enforcement officers do focus on metered enforcement or areas that have a high 
number of violations.  
 
Several Councilors expressed a preference for each sticker to cost $25, as right now 
residents will get a guest pass and use that so that they do not have to pay for the 
sticker. A preference was noted to make it $25 across the board for each item whether 
it is a sticker (resident) or guest pass. It was noted each parking spot has value.   
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A Councilor noted that if passes/stickers are $25 across the board the largest amount a 
resident would pay is $100.  
 
A few Councilors noted an inclination to do something a little less expensive, and 
supported Mr. Koses’s proposal.  
 
A Councilor asked if residents could get 3 residential stickers.  
 
Captain Devine noted that residents are allowed 2 residential stickers and 2 guest 
passes. He noted if you run some kind of health practice, a person is eligible for a third 
guest pass.  
 
A Councilor asked for a sense of how many residents in these areas have access to off-
street parking.  
 
A Councilor noted most residents have a place off street to park their car. This Councilor 
noted that some people want to still park on the street because their front door opens 
on the street, and that might be the door without stairs or it could be the one with the 
least amount of parking. They also might have visitors and only have spots for one or 
two cars.  
 
 A Councilor noted that construction vehicles can get short-term permits.  
 
Captain Devine noted that residents who are having work done for a month or two 
months can pay $10 per vehicle/ per month to get a contractor pass. If the work is only 
going to be a couple of days, they let the parking enforcement office know about the 
vehicle that will be on the street.  
 
A Councilor asked if there was a special pass for home health care aides for overnight 
parking in the winter.  
 
Captain Devine noted that there was no special pass for home health aids. He noted 
they did work with the Disability Commission for around 10 special passes given out last 
year.     
 
Councilors expressed a desire to make it easier or accessible to get the passes, either by 
an online system or through the mail.  
 
Captain Devine noted some companies don’t want to come in and run an online system 
because of the amount of free passes given out.  
 
A Councilor asked what the percentage is of individuals coming in asking for all 4 passes.  
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Captain Devine noted that 70% come in for 2 guest passes, 20% come in for one sticker 
and 2 guest passes, and 10% come in for 2 stickers and 2 guest passes.  
 
A Councilor asked for the number of people that came in for guest passes.  
 
Captain Devine noted that they gave out 92 contractor passes, 800 guest passes and 162 
stickers.  
 
A Councilor asked what is the fine for parking without a sticker or visitor pass.  
 
A Councilor noted the fine is $15 per violation.  
 
The Committee discussed taking a straw vote on the attached options for parking 
permits.  
 
The Chair noted that she would docket an item based on the straw vote and questioned 
if it should come from the Committee or individuals.  
 
A Councilor noted wanting to allow Councilors to sign on individually.  
 
Option A received 2 votes in support (Councilors Downs and Greenberg)  
 
Option B received 6 votes in support (Councilors Bixby, Block, Grossman, Lipof, Lucas, 
and Wright) 
 
Councilor Downs motioned to hold which passed unanimously. 
 
#364-24 Discussion and possible ordinance change on the categories and levels 

of parking fines 
COUNCILORS DOWNS, GROSSMAN, FARRELL, LUCAS, LOBOVITS, OLIVER,  
DANBERG AND LIPOF requesting a discussion and possible ordinance 
change on the categories and levels of parking fines and whether these 
need adjustment. 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 10/09/24 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0, Councilor Lipof not voting on 
03/05/25 

Action:  Public Safety & Transportation Held 8-0 
 
Note:   The Chair introduced item #364-24 and noted as a Committee they have had 
discussions previously on this item. The Chair would like to get a sense of the Committee on 
how they would like to proceed with the item. The Chair introduced Councilor Downs to give a 
review on research gathered on this item.  
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Councilor Downs noted she has talked to the Law Department, and the Council can increase the 
parking fines to a maximum of $25 except for accessible spaces and curb ramps. She noted that 
state law dictates bus stop parking violations should be $100, which would make them 
consistent with other municipalities, and what the MBTA puts on their signs. Parking in a bike 
lane can be up to $50 according to state law. Councilor Downs noted the administration would 
like to talk with various departments and come back to the Committee with a proposal. She 
noted there are three items on the ticket that PCOs don’t use. One is a safety zone which needs 
to be defined. The second is angle parking which the law department thinks we can get rid of. 
The third line is parking within a service zone, which the law department is doing some research 
on.  
 
The Chair asked the Committee if they would like to proceed working on the item, or wait for a 
proposal from the Mayor’s office. The Chair noted a feeling they could move forward knowing 
there is a cap on the fees. Councilors noted that ultimately this is the responsibility of the City 
Council and feel they can move forward.  
 
A Councilor asked why is there a cap of $25.  
 
Councilor Downs stated that Mass General Law Chapter 90 Section 20 sets a $25 statutory limit 
on fines for parking violations. She noted the previous exemptions which were passed through 
individual laws. She noted that we are out of compliance with blocking a bus stop as it is 
supposed to be a $100 fine.  
 
The Chair noted other municipalities that are over the cap may not know the law exist or are 
just not in compliance. 
 
A Councilor asked about how Boston has a higher parking fine.  
 
Councilor Downs noted that Boston gets exempted from things that apply to rest of the state.  
 
The Chair noted that some communities like Brookline have fines that increase during Red Sox 
games. 
 
Councilor Downs noted this may have been done through a home rule petition, and this might 
have been approved due to it having to do with parking management. Through the Municipal 
Modernization Act it allows for parking management such as fines related to the parking 
meters.   
 
Councilors noted support for moving ahead as a Committee.  
 
A Councilor noted the possibility of going to the State Legislature to ask for a home rule petition 
if the Committee would like to go higher on some of these fines.  
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The Chair noted the will of the Committee is to proceed. The Chair noted she and Councilor 
Downs would introduce another item asking for an ordinance change, which will be referred to 
both the Finance Committee and the Public Safety and Transportation Committee.  
 
Captain Devine noted fines have not been raised in a while and they would support a raise in 
the fines.  
 
Councilor Downs motioned to hold which passed unanimously. 
 
 
#201-24 Requesting a policy discussion, review, and possible action related to 

parking  
 on-street and in municipal lots 

COUNCILORS GROSSMAN, DOWNS AND LAREDO requesting a 
discussion and review of parking policy related to on-street 
parking and parking in municipal lots, including possible action on 
related ordinances and permit programs. 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 8-0 on 04/17/24 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 06/05/24, Councilor 
Greenberg not voting 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0 on 08/07/24 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0 on 09/18/24, Councilor Lipof 
not voting 

Action:  Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 (Councilor Lipof not voting) 
 
Note:   The Chair noted taking up this item to get a direction forward from the 
Committee. The Chair noted that they do not have many resources other than their own 
individual efforts to move forward. 
 
Mr. Koses noted that the overnight winter parking ban is on the ballot. If passed he could 
envision individuals requesting their specific streets be looked at for various request for bans by 
the Traffic Council. He noted it could be positive to get direction from the Committee.  
 
A Councilor noted if there is no change to the overnight parking ban, there are some people 
who don’t have off-street parking and live too far from a municipal lot. These people are 
looking for some kind of solution. On the other hand, if the parking ban gets lifted, there are 
questions about what City Council and Traffic Council will do to handle that. This Councilor 
would like the Committee do work to prepare for the possibility of the ban being lifted, and 
come up with questions and thoughts in preparation of this.  
 
A Councilor noted wanting to continue to help the public understand the different aspects of 
parking in the city.  
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Councilors noted the law department has informed them that the Council could create either 
parking bans along certain streets or even reinstitute the entire overnight parking ban, if the 
overnight parking ban get lifted in the election. 
 
A Councilor noted a feeling that there is not much for the Committee to do until the Committee 
knows if the parking ban is lifted or not. The Committee then can look at issues as they come up 
if the ban is lifted.  
 
Councilors noted a desire to come up with a solution for those individuals that do not have off 
street parking and live too far from a municipal lot.  
 
A Councilor noted a desire in the future to look at possibly creating some kind of overnight 
parking permit if the ban is not lifted.  
 
The Chair noted that there is no specific department or thought partner to assist with gathering 
information on this item. The Chair noted a desire to have the item available as a vehicle to 
discuss the item if issues come up that need to be addressed. The Chair asked the Committee 
when they would like this item on the agenda again, and if they had a preference on who to 
invite to the meeting to discuss the item. The Chair noted the following options: option A is to 
leave it on the docket as a possibility, option B is to have the Committee select who they would 
like to invite to a meeting for discussion, and option C is to put possible solutions to our parking 
challenges on the table for debate and take a straw vote on them.  
 
A Councilor noted a preference to keep the item on the agenda and send invites out to talk 
about various topics.   
 
A Councilor noted a preference to discuss what to do for individuals that do not have off-street 
parking during the winter parking ban, and live too far away from the municipal lots.  
 
A Councilor noted hesitation to bring individuals in from the administration as they have not 
been supportive of past efforts to create a pass for overnight parking and there will be a new 
administration next year.  
 
A Councilor expressed a preference to hold the item.  
 
Councilor Downs motioned to hold which passed 7-0-1 (Councilor Lipof not voting)  
 
The Committee adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully  submitted,   
 
Becky Grossman, Chair  






