
 

Land Use Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 

Tuesday, October 28, 2025 
 

Present: Councilors Kelley (Chair), Lucas, Block, Farrell, Leary, Lobovits, Laredo, and Downs 

Also Present: Councilors Albright, Malakie, Lipof, and Wright 

City Staff Present: Senior Planner Sondria Berman, Chief Planner Katie Whewell, Deputy Director 
of Planning and Development Jen Caira, Director of Planning and Development Barney Heath, 
and Deputy City Solicitor Jonah Temple 

All Special Permit Plans, Designs, Plan Memoranda and Application Materials, both past and 
present, can be found at the following link: NewGov - City of Newton Land Use Committee Special 
Permit Search .  
 
The full video of the October 28, 2025, Land Use Meeting can be found at the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_1Gb75wcgKs&list=PLqJiDbsvfNjUwMJnmuRsKZOBf_K9kq
5C7  
 
 
#309-25 Request to allow an extension of a nonconforming multi-family dwelling at 64-

66 Dalby Street 
ALEKSANDR NEMANOV petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL, to 
construct additions to the second and half stories of the building all within the 
existing footprint at 64-66 Dalby Street, Ward 1, Newton, on land known as 
Section 11 Block 07 Lot 36, containing approximately 7,800 sq. ft. of land in a 
district zoned Multi Residence 2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.4.1, 7.8.2.C.2, 3.2.6, and 
7.8.2.C.2 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 
64-66 Dalby - https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/893379 

Action:  Land Use Approved 8-0;Public Hearing Closed 
 
Note:  Sondria Berman, Senior Planning presented the PowerPoint shown in the above 
link. Ms. Berman introduced the request , to construct additions to the second and half stories 
of the building all within the existing footprint at 64-66 Dalby Street. The proposed addition will 
extend the non-confirming multi-family use and height, with minor setback adjustments. 
Adelya Usmanova, homeowner also joined the committee to answer any questions.  
 
Councilors noted their support for the project.  
 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/search
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/search
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_1Gb75wcgKs&list=PLqJiDbsvfNjUwMJnmuRsKZOBf_K9kq5C7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_1Gb75wcgKs&list=PLqJiDbsvfNjUwMJnmuRsKZOBf_K9kq5C7
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/893379
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The public hearing was opened and with no member of the public wishing to speak the public 
hearing was closed. 
 
The council reviewed the draft council order. Councilor Leary motioned to approve which 
passed unanimously.  
 
#310-25 Request to allow a retaining wall exceeding four feet in height at 121 Hartman 

Road 
SUNG HEE CHO petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL, to allow a 
series of retaining walls at the rear of the property with a combined height 
exceeding the four-foot maximum height allowed at 121 Hartman Road, Ward 8, 
Newton, on land known as Section 82 Block 15 Lot 45, containing approximately 
10,424 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned Single Residence 2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3 and 
5.4.2.B of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 
121 Hartman - https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/885079 

Action:  Land Use Approved 7-0 (Councilor Farrell abstaining);Public Hearing Closed 
 
Note:  Sondria Berman, Senior Planning presented the PowerPoint shown in the above 
link. Ms. Berman introduced the request to allow a series of retaining walls at the rear of the 
property with a combined height exceeding the four-foot maximum height allowed at 121 
Hartman Road. Sung Hee Cho, homeowner also explained the minor adjustment to an existing 
wall. The goal for the project is for safety and better views. 
 
The public hearing was opened and with no member of the public wishing to speak, the public 
hearing was closed. 
 
The committee reviewed the draft council order. Councilor Lucas motioned approve which 
passed 7-0 with Councilor Lucas abstaining.  
 
#311-25 Request to further increase nonconforming FAR at 156 Highland Street 

BORIS KUTIKOV petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL, to relocate 
the detached accessory building to a more central location on the lot and 
construct a connection to the dwelling at 156 Highland Street, Ward 3, Newton, 
on land known as Section 32 Block 04 Lot 29, containing approximately 21,392 
sq. ft. of land in a district zoned Single Residence 1. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.1.3, 3.1.9, 
and 7.8.2.C.2 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 
156 Highland - https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/891888 

Action:  Land Use Approved 7-0 (Councilor Laredo recused);Public Hearing Closed 
 
Note:  Sondria Berman, Senior Planning presented the PowerPoint shown in the above 
link. Ms. Berman introduced the request to relocate the detached accessory building to a more 
central location on the lot and construct a connection to the dwelling at 156 Highland Street. 
Dennis Greenwood of Sousa Design explained the proposal to relocate an existing building and 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/885079
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/891888
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construct a deck and addressed non-confirming FAR and rear setback. The project includes a 
covered garage walkway and a dormer on the carriage house, with changes form shingles to 
stucco.  
 
The public hearing was open and with no member of the public wishing to speak the public 
hearing was closed.  
 
Councilors raised questions regarding the stormwater management and project’s impact on the 
neighborhood.  
 
The committee reviewed the draft council order. Councilor Lucas motioned to approve which 
passed 7-0 with Councilor Laredo recused.  
 
#216-25 Request to Rezone 3 parcels to Multi Residence 1 

NANCY SAMILJAN/DAVID M SLOVICK 2011 TRUST petition for SPECIAL 
PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to rezone 3 parcels as follows: Dudley Road parcel 
(Single Residence 1) and Brandeis Road Parcel (Single Residence 2), Section 81 
Block 51 Lot 3A, Section 81 Block 81 Lot 03, Section 81, Block 51, Lot 0050R to 
Multi Residence 1.  
85 Dudley Road - https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/878452  
Land Use Held 5-0 (Councilor Downs not voting); Public Hearing Continued on 
09-09-2025  

Action:  Land Use Held 8-0;Public Hearing Continued 
 
Note:  Please see note for item #217-25.  
 
#217-25 Request for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to allow 71 single-family 

attached dwellings in 27 buildings total with associated dimensional waivers 
and inclusionary zoning exceptions at 85 Dudley Rd 
NANCY SAMILJAN/DAVID M SLOVICK 2011 TRUST petition for SPECIAL 
PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to construct 70 single family attached dwellings in 
26 buildings and maintain the existing single-family dwelling for a total of 71 
units in 27 buildings, Ward 8, Newton , on land known as Section 81 Block 51 Lot 
3A, Section 81 Block 51 Lot 03, Section 81, Block 51, Lot 0050R containing  
approximately 652,519 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SINGLE RESIDENCE1 and 
2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.4.1,3.2.4,5.4.2.B.1, 5.11.4, 5.11.5.A.2 of Chapter 30 of the 
City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 
85 Dudley Road - https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/877624 
Land Use Held 5-0 (Councilors Downs not voting); Public Hearing Continued on 
09-09-2025  

Action:  Land Use Held 8-0;Public Hearing Continued 
 
Note:  The note for this item will be available at a later date.  

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/878452
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/877624
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The committee adjourned at 10:15 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Andrea Kelley, Chair   


