Programs & Services Committee Agenda

City of Newton
In City Council

Wednesday, October 22, 2025

7:00 PM

The Programs & Services Committee will hold this meeting as a virtual meeting\
on Wednesday, October 8, 2025 at 7:00 pm that the public may access virtually
via Zoom. To attend this meeting via Zoom use this link: https://newtonma-
gov.zoom.us/j/81226159369 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the Meeting ID: 812

2615 9369.

You may also:
1. Watch a live broadcast of the meeting on NewTV’s government channel
(Comcast 9, RCN 13, 614 (HD), Verizon 33).
2. View a live stream on NewTV’s YouTube channel at:
\ https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ

Items Scheduled for Discussion:

#284-25 Appointment of Laxmi Rao to the Council on Aging
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Laxmi Rao, 124 Walnut Hill Road, Newton as
a member of the Council on Aging for a term of office set to expire on October

20, 2026. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)

#288-25 Appointment of Gloria Mastrocola Gavris to the Council on Aging
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Gloria Mastrocola Gavris, 21 Monadnock
Road, Newton as a member of the Council on Aging for a term of office set to
expire on October 20, 2028. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)

#290-25 Appointment of Sam Tackeff to the Council on Aging
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Sam Tackeff, 218 Lowell Avenue,
Newtonville as a member of the Council on Aging for a term of office set to
expire on October 20, 2028. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)

The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the City
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
ifairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.



mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81226159369
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81226159369
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
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#301-25 Requesting for a Home Rule Petition

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a home rule petition that authorizes the City
of Newton to affix penalties for violations of its local ordinances in an amount up

to two thousand ($2,000) dollars. The petition also provides for an increase in

the maximum fine amount once every five (5) years to account for inflation.

#295-25 Request for a Home Rule Petition
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a Home Rule Petition that will allow the City
of Newton to impose a lien on real property in Newton for any charge, fee or fine
that is not paid by the applicable due date.

Respectfully Submitted,
Josh Krintzman, Chair



#284.25

(617) 796 1100

Fax
i 617) 796-1113
City of Newton, Massachusetts e
Office of the Mayor (617)E7n912i—11089

Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

rfuller@newtonma.gov

September 29, 2025

Honorable City Council
Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton Centre, MA 02459

To the Honorable City Councilors:

I am pleased to appoint Laxmi Rao of 124 Walnut Hill Road, Newton as a member of the
Council on Aging. Laxmi Rao’s term of office shall expire on October 20, 2026 and the
appointment is subject to your confirmation. Laxmi Rao’s term has been changed to
stagger the terms in accordance with the Council on Aging ordinance.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Warmly,

T N =Y

Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459

Www.newtonma.gov



Newton, MA Boards & Commissions
Application Form

#284-25

Submit Date: Sep 12, 2025

Profile

Laxmi J . Rao

Fi}st Name Mviddlqe ‘ Last Namew

Initial

Email Address
124 Walnut Hill Road
Home Address

Newton
City

What Ward do you live in?
V¥ Ward 6

Mobile

i;rimary Phone A]ternafé Phonem )

Retired Retired
Employer Job Title

Su‘it‘e‘or Apf '
MA 02461
State Postal Code

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Council on Aging: Submitted

Ethnicity
M Asian or Pacific islander
Gender

¥ Female

Interests & Experiences

Please tell us about yourself and why you want to serve.

Laxmi ] Rao



#284-25

Why are you interested in serving on a board or commission?

| am interested in being on the City’'s Council on Aging. Having graduated to the ranks of
Seniors ( at age 74) | realize that our demographic has played a vital role in our cities growth
and at this stage will benefit from the many services and programs Newton offers. | have
been involved in the journey of the Cooper Center and hope to support it on its forward
journey. In my Tai Chi classes | am able to get a glimpse into the lives of our seniors. | hope
to leverage those experiences and my life experience in a variety of areas as needed and
getting things done. One of my passions and interest is in helping our city of Newton ( where
we have lived since 1985) serve our aging demographic. We sent both our kids to the public

schools and have seen the city grow and evolve. | would like to lend a hand in shaping the
evolution.

LRAO_NEWTON_RESUME_1.13.22.docx

Upload a Resume

Laxmi ] Rao
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#301-25

Telephone
(617) 796-1100
Fax
(617) 796-1113

City of Newton, Massachusetts TDD/TTY
Oftice of the Mayor (6”)1;7[22{1]089

Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

rfuller@newtonma.gov

September 29, 2025

Honorable City Council
Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton Centre, MA 02459

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I respectfully submit this docket item to your Honorable Council requesting the approval of a Home Rule
Petition for the Mayor to file with the General Court requesting Special Legislation that authorizes the City of
Newton to affix penalties for violations of its local ordinances in an amount up to two thousand ($2,000)
dollars. The petition also provides for an increase in the maximum fine amount once every five (5) years to
account for inflation.

Currently, the maximum fine authorized by statute for violations of local ordinances is generally capped at three
hundred ($300) dollars.

The proposed Special Legislation would allow the City to raise the ceiling on fine amounts to two thousand
($2,000) dollars. The City Council may affix a lower fine amount in its discretion. If the General Court enacts
the Special Legislation, any increase to fines for ordinance violations will require amendments to the City’s
ordinances by the City Council.

Special legislation was passed in 2024 authorizing the City of Boston to increase fine amounts to a ceiling of
two thousand dollars.

Attached is a memo from Commissioner of Inspectional Services Anthony Ciccarello and City Solicitor
Alissa Giuliani on the request, including a draft of the proposed legislation. They will be available at the

appropriate City Council meeting to answer any questions about the request.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,
e
’Rﬁ'bmr\?. +uolle/
Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459
WWWw.newtonma.gov
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C. fN Wt . .
i Inspectional Services Department i
(617) 796-1060
Anthony Ciccariello, Commissioner Fax
1000 Commonwealth Avenue (617) 796-1086
Newton, MA 02459 SHigll

3 - ISD@newtonma.gov
www.newtonma.gov
Ruthanne Fuller

Mayor
MEMORANDUM
TO: Mayor Ruthanne Fuller
FROM: Anthony Ciccarello, Commissioner of Inspectional Services
Alissa 0. Giuliani, City Solicitor
DATE: September 26, 2025
Mayor Fuller,

The Inspectional Service Department and Law Department respectfully request that you submit a
docket item to our Honorable City Council for consideration of filing a Home Rule petition with the
General Court requesting Special Legislation that authorizes the City of Newton to affix penalties
for violations of its local ordinances in an amount up to two thousand ($2,000) dollars. The petition
also provides for an increase in the maximum fine amount once every five (5) years to account for
inflation.

Currently, the maximum fine authorized by statute for violations of local ordinances is generally
capped at three hundred ($300) dollars.

The proposed Special Legislation would allow the City to raise the ceiling on fine amounts to two
thousand ($2,000) dollars. The City may affix a lower fine amount in its discretion. If the General
Court enacts the Special Legislation, any increase to fines for ordinance violations will require
amendments to the City’s ordinances.

I have attached for your consideration a draft of the proposed legislation. Similar Special
Legislation was passed in 2024 authorizing the City of Boston to increase fine amounts. Thank you
for your consideration of this matter.

Strict code enforcement makes the city safer
Before buying, reniing, or leasing check zoning



#301-25

AN ACT INCREASING THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF PENALTIES WHICH MAY BE IMPOSED
FOR VIOLATIONS OF ORDINANCES IN THE CITY OF NEWTON

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. (a)For any ordinances enacted by the city of Newton, which are not inconsistent
with the laws of the Commonwealth, the city of Newton may affix penalties for the breach thereof not

exceeding two thousand ($2,000) dollars.

(b)The maximum penalty set forth herein shall be adjusted for inflation, rounded to the
nearest $100, on January 1, 2026, and on January 1 every 5 years thereafter, based on the annual
percentage change in the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Consumer Price
Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U)for the Boston-Cambridge-Newton, Mass.-N.H. Core Based

Statistical Area, all items or its successor index.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.



#295-25

Telephone
(617) 796-1100
Fax
) (617) 796-1113
City of Newton, Massachusetts TDD/TTY

Office of the Mayor (617) 796-1089

Fmail

Ruthanne Fuller rfuller@newtonma.gov

Mayor

September 29, 2025

Honorable City Council
Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton Centre, MA 02459

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I respectfully submit this docket item to your Honorable Council requesting the approval of a Home Rule
Petition for the Mayor to file with the General Court requesting Special Legislation that will allow the City of

Newton to impose a lien on real property in Newton for any charge, fee or fine that is not paid by the applicable
due date.

In most situations, the City must institute a criminal or civil court action to collect unpaid fees or fines.
Maintaining these actions for collection uses significant City resources. The option to convert the unpaid fee or
fine to a lien will be effective in ensuring payment of amounts due to the City and another method of enforcing
compliance with the City’s ordinances. The Commonwealth passed legislation authorizing Watertown in 2024
to lien unpaid fees or fines.

If the Home Rule petition is approved, the City’s ordinances will have to be amended by the City Council to
specify which fees and fines may be converted to a lien. Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Attached is a memo from Commissioner of Inspectional Services Anthony Ciccarello and City Solicitor
Alissa Giuliani on the request, including a draft of the proposed legislation. They will be available at the

appropriate City Council meeting to answer any questions about the request.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,
——
T Rana Foal
Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459

www.newtonma.gov
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Ci f Newt . PR
e Inspectional Services Department Telephone
(617) 796-1060
Anthony Ciccariello, Commissioner Fax
1000 Commonwealth Avenue (617) 796-1086
Newton, MA 02459 Pl

ISD@newtonma.gov

www.newtonma.gov
Ruthanne Fuller

Mayor
MEMORANDUM
TO: Mayor Ruthanne Fuller
FROM: Anthony Ciccarello, Commissioner of Inspectional Services
Alissa O. Giuliani, City Solicitor
DATE: September 26, 2025

Mayor Fuller,

The Inspectional Services and Law Departments respectfully request that you submit a docket item
to our Honorable City Council for consideration of filing a Home Rule petition with the General
Court requesting Special Legislation that will allow the City of Newton to impose a lien on real
property in Newton for any charge, fee or fine that is not paid by the applicable due date.

In most situations, the City must institute a criminal or civil court action to collect unpaid fees or
fines. Maintaining these actions for collection uses significant City resources. The option to convert
the unpaid fee or fine to a lien will be effective in ensuring payment of amounts due to the City and
another method of enforcing compliance with the City’s ordinances.

The Commonwealth passed legislation authorizing Somerville (in 1996) and Watertown (in 2024)
to lien unpaid fees or fines.

I have attached for your consideration a draft of the proposed legislation. If the Home Rule petition
is approved, the City’s ordinances will have to be amended to specify which fees and fines may be
converted to a lien. Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Strict code enforcement makes the city safer
Before buying, renting, or leasing check zoning



#295-25

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF NEWTON TO PLACE MUNICIPAL CHARGES LIENS ON
CERTAIN PROPERTIES IN THE CITY OF NEWTON FOR NONPAYMENT OF ANY LOCAL
CHARGE, FEE OR FINE

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. (a) The city of Newton may impose a lien on property located within the city for
any local charge, fee or fine that has not been paid by the due date. This lien shall be known as a
municipal charges lien. For purposes of this act, "local charge, fee or fine" shall mean any charge, fee or
fine imposed by the city pursuant to the city code, city ordinance, city regulations, general or special laws
or state regulations and any charge, fee or fine imposed by a court payable to the city as a result of any
action initiated by the city to enforce the city code, city regulations, general or special laws or state

regulations.

(b) A lien authorized pursuant to this act shall take effect upon the recording of the unpaid local
charge, fee or fine by parcel of land and by the name of the property owner assessed for the charge, fee or

fine in the Middlesex southern district registry of deeds.

(c) If a local charge, fee or fine that is secured by a municipal charges lien remains unpaid when
the city assessors are preparing a real estate tax list and warrant to be committed under section 53 of
chapter 59 of the General Laws, the board or officer in charge of the collection of the local charge, fee or
fine shall certify such charge, fee or fine to the assessors, who shall add the charge, fee or fine to the tax
on the property to which it relates and commit it with the warrant to the collector of taxes as part of such

tax.

(d) If the property to which such charge, fee or fine relates is tax exempt, the charge, fee or fine

shall be committed as the tax.

(e) A lien under this section may be discharged by filing in the Middlesex southern district
registry of deeds, a certificate from the treasurer-collector that all municipal charges, fees or fines

constituting the lien, together with any interest and costs thereon, have been paid or legally abated.



#295-25

(f) All costs of recording or discharging a lien under this act shall be borne by the owner of the

property.

(g) Prior to any lien being imposed for any local charge, fee or fine, a vote of the city council

shall be taken specifying each type of charge, fee or fine to be collected under this act

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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