Public Facilities Committee Agenda

City of Newton
In City Council

Wednesday, October 22, 2025

7:00 PM
Room 204

: N

The Public Facilities Committee will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting on
Wednesday, October 22, 2025, at 7:00PM that the public may access in-person or
virtually via Zoom. To view this meeting using Zoom use this link: https://newtonma-
gov.zoom.us/j/83610126518 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the following Meeting
ID: 836 1012 6518.

)

Items Scheduled for Discussion:

#267-25 Requesting approval of the Walk, Roll, and Bike Network Plan
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting approval of the Walk, Roll, and Bike Network Plan
as part of the City's Comprehensive Plan.

#280-25 Requesting discussion about stormwater infrastructure and planning for its future
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT and GETZ requesting a discussion with members of the
Department of Public Works regarding the robustness of the current stormwater
system and future plans for it. The discussion should include (1) which areas of
Newton are flood-prone in a 100-year storm event and what the plan is for these
areas, (2) Newton's MS4 compliance plans regarding stormwater improvements and
what solutions are currently being explored in Newton and other communities, with
an appreciation of the cost implications if known, and (3) an explanation of how
projects are reviewed to determine compliance with our stormwater ordinance,
specifically what issues are considered when a project is permitted to send overflow
water into the city's stormwater infrastructure.

The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons with
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of
Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
ifairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.
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#317-25 Review of the conceptual plan of the Newton Highlands Village Improvement Project
COUNCILOR ALBRIGHT requesting a review and discussion of the conceptual plan for the
Newton Highlands Village Improvement Project prior to advancing to the final design
phase.

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Albright, Chair of the Public Facilities Committee
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Telephone
(617) 796-1100
Fax
s (617) 796-1113
City of Newton, Massachusetts ITDD/TTY

Office of the Mayor (617) 796-1089

Email
rfuller@newtonma.gov

Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

September 8, 2025

Honorable City Council
Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton Centre, MA 02459

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I respectfully submit this docket item to your Honorable Council requesting the approval of the Walk, Roll, and
Bike Network Plan as part of the City’s Comprehensive Plan. The plan was completed after a full public
participation process and follow-up editing to the document. This is the City’s first comprehensive bicycle and
pedestrian master plan.

The plan supports a transportation system that is safe, smart, accessible, livable and sustainable. Providing a
network of high-quality bicycle and pedestrian facilities will enhance quality of life for all residents, help
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, increase public health and support community and economic development.

The City undertook a full public participation process in the development of the plan that included an advisory
group of key stakeholders. The plan fully reflects the Department of Public Work’s plans and policies for travel

and bike lane plans, sidewalk improvements and accessible ramp installations.

The plan is interactive and available online at: www.newtonma.gov/bikepedplan.

Attached is a memo from Director of Planning Jennifer Martin on the request. They will be available at the
appropriate City Council meeting to answer any questions about the request.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

I o
Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459

www.newtonma.gov
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Telephone
(617) 796-1120
Telefax
(617) 796-1142

’ TDD/TTY
City of Newton, Massachusetts (617) 796-1089

Department of Planning and Development wwwncwtonma.gov

Ruthanne Fuller 1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459
Mayor

Barney Heath
Director

MEMORANDUM

Date: September 8, 2025

To: Mayor Ruthanne Fuller

From: Jenn Martin, Director of Transportation Planning
e Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer

Barney Heath, Director of Planning

Ned Codd, Director of DPW Transportation Division

Shawna Sullivan, Commissioner of Public Works
Subject: Request to Docket Walk, Roll, and Bike Network Plan

The City’s first comprehensive bicycle and pedestrian master plan —the Walk, Roll, and Bike
Network Plan —is ready to be incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan. | request that the
Mayor docket the plan with the City Council.

The plan supports our shared vision for a transportation system that is safe, smart, accessible,
livable and sustainable. Providing a network of high-quality bicycle and pedestrian facilities
will enhance quality of life for all residents, help reduce greenhouse gas emissions, increase
public health and support community and economic development.

The City undertook a full public participation process in the development of the plan that
included an advisory group of key stakeholders. The plan fully reflects the Department of
Public Work’s plans and policies for travel and bike lane plans, sidewalk improvements and
accessible ramp installations.

The plan is interactive and available online at: www.newtonma.gov/bikepedplan

Preserving the Past ﬁ* Planning for the Futute
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City of Newton, Massachusetts

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459
Ruthanne Fuller

M Planning & Development Department and Department of Public Works
ayor

MEMORANDUM

To: Councilor Susan Albright, Chair, Public Facilities Committee
Members of the Public Facilities Committee

From: Jenn Martin, Director of Transportation Planning
Ned Codd, Director of Transportation
Barney Heath, Director of Planning
Shawna Sullivan, Commissioner, Department of Public Works

Date: October 17, 2025

Subject: #267-25 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting approval of the Walk, Roll, and
Bike Network Plan as part of the City's Comprehensive Plan.

CC: Mayor Ruthanne Fuller
Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer

Her Honor the Mayor is requesting approval of the Walk, Roll, and Bike Network Plan as part
of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

The plan is interactive and available online at: newtonma.gov/bikepedplan. The project
webpage also includes a screen reader friendly Word version of the plan.

The ARPA-funded Walk, Roll, and Bike Network Plan provides a long-term, implementation-
focused framework to make Newton safer, more accessible, and more enjoyable for everyone
walking, rolling, or biking. The Plan supports the City’s vision for a transportation system that
is safe, smart, livable, and sustainable. It advances the goals of the Climate Action Plan, the
Complete Streets Policy, and the City’s age-friendly and accessibility commitments.

Development of the Plan was guided by an extensive public engagement process.
Engagement activities included:

o Advisory Committee Meetings: Five meetings, including a joint site visit, with
representatives from the Mayor’s Office; Planning and Development; Public Works;
Parks, Recreation & Culture; Police; Newton Public Schools; ADA Coordinator;
Commission on Disability; Council on Aging; City Council; Bike Newton;
Transportation Advisory Group; Economic Development Commission; Safe Routes to
School; and the Youth Commission.


https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/transportation-planning/network-plan
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¢ Public Input Website: From March through May 2023, an interactive online platform

allowed participants to identify destinations, challenges, and desired routes for
walking, rolling, and biking. The City received more than 2,400 comments from the
online instrument and emails.

e Public Meeting: A citywide meeting in June 2023 presented preliminary findings,
included live polling, and invited further feedback from residents.

e Stakeholder Sessions: the Commission on Disability, Bike Newton, and the Newton
Safe Routes to School Task Force.

e City Council: Josh Ostroff presented the steps and goals of the plan to the Public
Safety & Transportation Committee on February 22, 2023.

¢ Internal and Interdepartmental Review: Multiple reviews by the Complete Streets
Working Group and coordination with the Department of Public Works ensures
alignment with the City’s paving, traffic calming, and ADA transition planning

The Walk, Roll, and Bike Network Plan is a guide that will be consulted as we undertake our
road paving, apply for grant funding, and collaborate with state agencies on projects. The plan
does not assume a schedule for completing this work nor does it lay out specific projects. It
will allow us to using our existing resources more efficiently while also making sure we
upgrade and build out our bicycle and pedestrian network.





