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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  October 16th , 2025 
     
DATE:  October 9th , 2025 
 
TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   
FROM:   Kimberly Crocker, Senior Preservation Planner 
     
SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process 
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill 
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 
 
 
Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the review of the Local Historic District Review applications. 
 
65 Old England Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house is a reconstruction. The garden shed is a small ancillary structure on the 
rear of the lot. Visible from the road, and surrounded by green space. It features a side gable roof with a 
pedimented gable above the entry. The three-bay shed features 6/6 windows flanking the double barn doors. 
There is a chimney on the left side of the structure.  
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: This application is continued from the previous meeting. The applicant is requesting a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to install new siding, roof, and replace windows and doors. The existing windows 
are 6/6 wood, while the proposed windows are white double hung vinyl 1/1. The siding is currently wood painted 
white, while the proposed siding is red cedar finger jointed bevel siding. The trim will be a softwood board. All 
materials will be painted to match the existing. The shingles will be replaced matching the existing.  

Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/888887  
Compiled file 
Assessors database map  
Photos of the building 
Close up photos of the windows 
Examples of materials 
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Specifications of materials 
MHC Form B 
 
127 Essex Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1856 house is set back from Hammond Street and surrounded by late 19th century 
architect-designed residences. The house facing Hammon features a cross gable and hip roof creating an L-
shape. From the gable front ell projects a two-story octagonal bay.  

 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to extend yard pathway on 
Hammon Street side and install an outdoor patio with pergola, spa, and kitchen. Beside the garage, to the left 
of the property, the applicant is proposing a bluestone patio replacing the existing one and increasing the 
footprint. The kitchen closest to the garage is the proposed location for the outdoor kitchen, featuring a counter, 
grill, and refrigerator. In the center of the patio the applicant is proposing a fire bowl which measures 18” in 
height and 42” in diameter. At the end of the patio is a gunite spa with bluestone cap and stone veneer. 
Extending from the property line side of the pergola end to the corner of the spa, then turning the corner to 
walkway is an Azek fence 4’ tall with a lattice top. Under the pergola is a Western Red Cedar lattice section 
against the property line stretching from the garage corner and meeting the Azek fence. The pergola is 
constructed from western red cedar for the details (lattice and rafters) and Azek for the beams, trim, and 
columns. Additionally, the applicant proposes extending the existing fencing alongside the house to screen the 
equipment needed for operation. This is in an area where screening is already installed for AC and other 
mechanical units. Finally, the proposal includes bluestone steppers, stairs with fieldstone buttress, and walkway 
connecting to the existing walkway in front of the Hammon Street facing side.  

 

MATERIALS PROVIDED:,  

Application:  https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/892802   
Assessors Map 
Existing Site Plan 
Existing Conditions and photos 
Proposed Site Plan 
Schematic Design 
Landscape Design Plan 
Detail drawings 
Material specifications 
Inspriational images 
MHC Form B 
 
92 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1915 Colonial Revival house was designed by James Lovell Little, Jr., for Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold Estabrook. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: This applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to remove and replace the 
existing brick chimney. The chimney in question is on the north (left) side of the house. The stucco is spalling 
along the roof flashing, and cracking along the length of the chimney. The application states that the condition 
of the brick underneath is deteriorated. The applicant is proposing to remove the chimney and build a new one 
with concrete block covered in a matching three-coat stucco. The chimney will not change in shape or size and 
will match the one on the south side of the house.  

Application:  https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/893526  
Compiled file 
Drawings of chimney 
Elevation photos 
Detail photos  
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Project narrative 
Chimney cap detail 
MHC Form B 
 
 
Administrative discussion 

Election of Officers—Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary 
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