
 
CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

                                        Urban Design Commission 
 

 

Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future 

 

 MEETING MINUTES 
 
A meeting of the City of Newton Urban Design Commission (UDC) was held virtually on 

Wednesday, September 10, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81903103911 

The Chair, Michael Kaufman, called the meeting to order at 7:01 P.M. 

I. Roll Call  
Those present were Michael Kaufman (Chair), Jim Doolin (Vice Chair), and Bill Winkler. 
Shubee Sikka, Urban Designer was also present. 

II.   Regular Agenda 
Sign Permits 
1. 66 Winchester Street – Olympia Fencing Center 
Applicant: Jessica Rezende 
Proposed Signs: 

1. One wall mounted principal sign, non-illuminated, with approximately 
60 sq. ft. of sign area on the eastern façade facing Upland Avenue. 

Presentation and Discussion: 
The Commission had the following comments: 
The Commission requested the applicant to show the entrance to the business. 
This sign location is not compliant with the ordinance. This proposed sign is a 
billboard. The sign should not go in the proposed location. Sign should be in the 
front, next to the entrance.  
 
The Commission requested the applicant to come back to the next meeting with 
the following: 

• Show all existing signs on the building 
• Show all four sides of the building 
• Pictures of the entire building 
• Show entrance to the business 

 
2. 3-21 Lincoln Street – Higher ground Fitness 
Applicant: Frank Knippenberg 
Proposed Sign: 

1. One wall mounted principal sign, non-illuminated, with 
approximately 26.8 sq. ft. of sign area on the southern façade facing 
Lincoln Street.  

Presentation and Discussion:  
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Staff informed the Commission that the applicant sent the updated correct measurements, and 
the sign is 26.8 sq ft.  
 
MOTION: Mr. Kaufman made a motion to approve the proposed sign with a stipulation at 3-21 
Lincoln Street.  Mr. Winkler seconded the motion. All the members present voted, with a 3-0 
vote, Michael Kaufman, Jim Doolin, and Bill Winkler in favor and none opposed.  

 
III.   Old/New Business 
1. Approval of Minutes 

The Commission reviewed the minutes of the August meeting.  

MOTION: Mr. Kaufman made a motion recommending approval of the regular meeting 
minutes for August as submitted. Mr. Doolin seconded the motion. All the members present 
voted, with a 3-0 vote, Michael Kaufman, Jim Doolin, and William Winkler in favor and none 
opposed. The decision is hereby incorporated as part of these minutes. 

 
IV.   ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Kaufman made a motion to adjourn the meeting and there was general agreement among 
the members.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted by Shubee Sikka. 

Approved on October 8, 2025. 

 


