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NEWTON RETIREMENT BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, August 26, 2025 9:00 a.m.
Location: Newton City Hall, Room 211

Chairman Thomas L.opez, Anthony Logalbo, Kelly Byrne, Stephen Curley, Lisa Maloney, Esq., Barbara
O'Brien, Scentia Saintcyr, and Assistant City Solicitor/Retirement Board Counsel Jaclyn Zawada

Newton resident, David Helfman, Newton Retirement System member, Michael McSweensy

Thomas Lopez participated remotely via Zoom soffware as his physical attendance at the meefing was
deemed unreasonably difficull. All votes were taken by roll calf vote and Vice Chairman Anthony Logalbo
chaired the meeling.

Record in minutes the Board voled, by a vote of 3-2 (Logalbo and Maloney voted No), to approve the
transition to a four-day work week (Monday-Thursday) while maintaining 37.5 total weekly hours and to post
that schedule in the job posting for the new Director,

Record in minutes the Board agreed that the effective date of the four-day work week for current staff will be
determined at a later date.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 3-2 (Logalbo and Maloney voted No), to appoint Deputy
Director Scentia Saintcyr as Interim Director and to provide her with a temporary out-of-grade pay
adjustment to equal Director O'Brien's current salary.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, o approve Firefighter Brian McNamara's application for
accidental disability retirement pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 32, Section 7.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-C, to approve Firefighter Mark Dezso's application for
accidental disability retirement pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 32, Section 7.

Record in minutes that the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to accept the application for accidental disability
retirement filed by Senior School Custodian Kaiss Horani and to request that PERAC convene a Medical Panel:
Record in minutes that the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to accept the application for accidental disability
retirement filed by Police Officer Michael McSweeney and to request that PERAC convene a Medical Panel.

Record in minuies the Board voled, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the regular session minutes of the meeting
held July 28, 2025,

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the executive session minutes of the
meeting held July 29, 2025

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to appoint Nicholas Read, City of Newton's Chief
Procurement Officer, as procurement officer for purposes of Newton Retirement System’s current request for
proposals (RFP) for actuarial services.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the RFP for actuarial services, as amended
by Board Counsel and Nicholas Read.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by vote of 4-0, to approve the monthly financial reporting for month
ending June 2025 (trial balance, related journals, MMDT/Eastern bank statements, MMDT/Eastern Bank
reconciliations, asset allocation, expense budget to actual comparison and cash fiow forecast) as prepared
by Director O'Brien.
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Record in minutes Director O'Brien reported that the Retirement Board election will be held tomorrow,
8127/25.

Record in minutes fhe Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the acceptance of the following new
members:

: Na . First Nafr mb; partment. F
Hunter Christopher 1 07/21/25 Public Works HMEO
Little Maria 1 07/21/25 Library SR Library Asst
Oliveira Lauren 1 07/21/25 City Clerk Election Supervisor
Zgripcea Bailey | Darius 1 (07/28/25 Executive BERDO Manager
Bakr Aaron 1 08/04/25 School School Custodian
Valdez Kevin 1 08/11/25 School Schoo! Custodian
Arbour Justin 1 08/12/25 School Asst Athletic Director

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the following application(s) for
superannuation and termination retirement pursuant to G.L. c. 32, §5 and §10. Retirement Board staff has
verified that the necessary paperwork is in order and has determined all applicants(s) to be eligible for such
benefits:

Member Position Dept. Date of Retirement
Laura Murphy School Nurse Health and Human Services 08/31/2025
Eleanor Ross Execulive Assistant Schoot 08/15/2025

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the following expense warrants, as
amended.

Warrant # 19-25 08-26-25 |08-29-2025 Contributory pension payroll $ 4 252 266,22
Warrant # 20-25 08-27-25 |Administrative expanse/member account disbursements [$ 489,912.82
Warrant # C07-25 08-27-25 |Federal Tax $ 10,187.20

Record in minutes that the following updates were provided regarding pending disability retirement

applications:
Applicant Dept. Current Status
Joseph A, Ciccone Fire Dept. Disability Transmittal approved by PERAC on 7/23/25
Joseph A. Ratta Utilities Dept. | Disability Transmittal approved by PERAC on 7/23/25
Steven Rogers - School Dept. | Medical Panal Appts. requested on 8/25/25
NRB accepted application on 7/29/25; Staff is in process of
Michael Gentile Fire Dept. collecting medical records
Francis Scaltreto Police Dept. Medical Pans!| appts. scheduled for 9/9/25, 9/10/25 & 8/19/25
NRB accepted application on 7/29/25; Staff is in process of
Matthew Tocci Police Depf. coliecting medical records
NRB accepted application on 7/29/25; Staff is in process of
Richard Benes Police Dept. collecting medical records

Record in minutes Director O'Brien reported that Scott Perella is on track with submitting a payment each
month as agreed upon in his 5-year repayment plan and that the repayment will be complete by May 2029. No
action taken by the Board.

Record in minutes that the determination in regard fo amount to be transferred to PRIT effective 12/1/25
remains tabled until the 11/20/25 board meeting. No action was taken by the Board.

Record in minutes that the following items will remain tabled pending resolution of all litigation: issuance of
the refund, with no interest, of the elected official service credit purchase to Ms. Zaleznik and
consideration of Ms. Zaleznik's request to waive the repaymant of funds owed to the System pursuant to
M.G.L. c. 32, 5.20(5){c)(3). No action was taken by the Board.
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Record in minutes that the discussion and vote regarding the draft of the Time Off Policy section of the

Employee Handbook was tabled until the meeting scheduled for 10/28/25. No action was taken by the Board.

Record in minutes that Director O'Brien reported that the next mesting with the Human Resources

Department is scheduled for 8/2/25,

Record in minutes the Board requested that Director O'Brien send a follow-up email to PTG requesting

clarification relating to the disaster recovery process of scanned documents. Response from Joshua Morse,

City of Newton's Director of Public Buildings, is pending regarding the available storage space within City

Hall for Newton Retirement System records. Board member Curley will follow up with Mr. Morse. No action

was taken by the Board.

Record in minutes Board Counsel provided the following pending appeal updates:

¢ Noelle Costa — Ms. Costa did not accept the Board’s offer to enter into an 8 year repayment plan in the
event she decides {o redeposit her funds. Board Counsel will submit memorandum fo DALA next month.

¢ Edward Murphy and Lee Gillilam — Board Counsel will request a status update from CRAB once the new
CRAB Chairperson assumes position.

» Michael Abbruzzese, James McCarthy, Thomas McCarthy —~DALA has taken no action. Board Counsel
will follow up with DALA.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to instruct Director O'Brien to issue netices to the 3

members who remain non-compliant pursuant to MGL ¢.32, s. 91A (Francis Foley, Richard Grinley and

Richard Metro) informing them that a show-cause hearing is scheduled for October 28, 2025.

Record in minutes Director O'Brien reported that PERAC’s Director of Audits, Caryn Shea, approved

Chairman Lopez’' request to postpone the PERAC Audit for calendar years 2019-2022 due to current staff

restraints. PERAC will follow up with the Board in January 2026. .

Upon motion duly made and seconded it was voted, by a vote of 4-0, to adjourn at 10:569 a.m.

Signed:

Thomas Lopez, Chairman/Elscted Member

1/

irman/Mayorai Appointee

ny T. Logalbo, Vi
f;;/a‘//r/ /i/ﬁ; Lo,
Kelly Byrné, Electéd Member
- ey
< Stéphe -gupey;"- %-Officio Merf}_kﬁr

i¢a M. Maloney, Esq., Appointed Member
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. B/19/25 email from Stephan Georgacopolous, PTG's Sr. Account Execltive, re: disaster recovery of scanned

12.

13.

(8/26/2025 agenda

Braft Director job posting and job description

07/29/2025 draft regular session minutes

07/29/2025 draft executive session minutes

June 2025 Financial Packet

Newton Retirement System Membership Register as of 8/21/25

Draft Time Off Policy section of the Employee Handbook

8/13/25 emall correspondence from Michelle Pizzi O’Brien, HR Director, to Board Counsel re: pre-
employment exams

8/18/25 Email from Board Counsel regarding retention of digitized records and the Commonwealth’s Digital
and Digitized Records FACYs

8/6/25 email from Igor Lekht, PTG's Director of Customer Support, re: scanning project update

documents

8/4/25 email from PTG’s President & COO, Chris Lodge: PTG Legal Update: Positive Court Decision & Our
Commitment to You

Newton Retirement System August 2025 Expense Warrant



