DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

CITY OF NEWTON
Massachusetts
DATE: October 3, 2025
TO: City Council
FROM: Katie Whewell, Chief Planner for Current Planning
SUBIJECT: Consistency Request 276-286 Nevada Street

Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/891059

The petitioner obtained Special Permit #317-23 on November 6, 2023 which allowed them to construct
six single family attached dwellings in three separate buildings with dimensional relief for the buildings,
parking configuration, and retaining walls over four feet in height. Construction commenced in
February 2024. As construction neared completion, the petitioner sought certificate(s) of occupancy
for the project. On the as built plans submitted, a retaining wall at the front of the site that was
previously labeled “to be removed” remained. Following a consistency ruling application, the
Commissioner is seeking guidance from the committee on this wall.

Planning notes that retaining walls were approved around the site, including both side property lines
and a portion of the rear, before the wall cuts across the rear yard to avoid the wetland buffer and to
connect to the south (right) side property line. The wall that was previously shown “to be removed”
measures approximately 67 feet in length from the frontage of the site along the southern property
line. The wall starts at two feet in height at the front of the site and tapers down to heights of 1.2 feet
as it runs parallel to Building 1.
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