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7:45PM, Hybrid 

To be reported on 
                                    Monday, October 6, 2025 

The City Council will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting in the City Hall Chambers 
Monday, October 6, 2025, at 7:45 PM. To view this meeting on Zoom use this link: 

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81499460302  

 

at the above date and time: 

One tap mobile 
US: +13092053325, 829 1739 1028 

 
Land line 

+1 309 205 3325 US  
Webinar ID: 814 9946 0302 

 

You may also: 

1. Watch a live broadcast of the meeting on NewTV’s government channel (Comcast 9, RCN 
13, 614(HD), Verizon 33). 

2. View a live stream on NewTV’s Youtube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ 

1 

City of Newton 

In City Council Items to be Acted Upon 
  

 
1 The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please 
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of 
the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-
1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtonma-gov.zoom.us%2Fj%2F81499460302&data=05%7C02%7Ckholden%40newtonma.gov%7C9faec0d5979a4803ee1308de01dcd682%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638950245160924178%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=czMbb6O8b4IkbtUpdVisYbXRjGrjpdj6l3rNcTt%2BKHo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
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Unfinished Council Business 

 
#192-25            Public Meeting with City Clerk/Clerk of the Council candidates 

CITY CLERK PRELIMINARY SCREENING COMMITTEE submitting recommended 
candidates for the City Clerk/Clerk of the Council position for review by the 
Programs & Services Committee and recommendation to the City Council.  
Programs & Services Voted to recommend Andrew Willison as the City 
Clerk/Clerk of the Council 6-0 
Item Chartered by Councilor Gentile on 09/15/2025 

 
 

Referred to Land Use Committee 
09/16/2025 

  
Present: Councilors Kelley (Chair), Lucas, Block, Farrell, Leary, Downs, Lobovits, and Laredo; 
also present: Councilors Gentile, Lipof, Krintzman, Malakie, Greenberg, Oliver, Danberg, 
Albright, Wright, and Getz 
 
#238-25 Request to Rezone 399 Grove Street to Mixed Use 3 and to amend sections 

of the Mixed Use 3/Transit Oriented Development District of the Newton 
Zoning Ordinance 
MS RIVERSIDE FEE OWNER LLC petition to amend sections 4.2, 4.4.1 and 7.3.5 
of the Newton Zoning Ordinances and rezone 399 Grove Street known as 
section 42 Block 11 Lot 04 from BUSINESS USE 5 to MULTI USE 3. 

   Land Use Held 7-0 (Councilor Downs Not Voting)  
  
#239-25 Request to construct a mixed-use development consisting of 750 residential 

units, mixed commercial, parking and public open space at 355, 399 and 0 
Grove Street 
MS RIVERSIDE FEE OWNER LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN 
APPROVAL proposed to construct a mixed-use development consisting of six 
primarily residential buildings and with Building 6 featuring an attached multi- 
level garage with associated waivers from the Zoning Ordinance at 355,399, 0 
Grove Street, Ward 4, Newton, on land known as section 42 Block 11 Lot 03, 
Section 42 Block 11 Lot 04 and Section 42 Block 11 Lot 4A containing 
approximately 9.34 acres of land in districts zoned  Mixed Use 3 Transit 
Oriented (MU3), BU2 (a portion to be rezoned to MU3), BU5 (to be rezoned 
to MU3) Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 4.2, 4.4.1, 7.3.5, 4.2.2.B.1, 4.2.3, 5.4.2.B, 5.1.4, 5.1.13, 
5.1.8.B.1, 5.1.8.B.2, 5.1.8.B.4, 5.1.8.B.6, 5.1.8.D.2, 5.1.9.B, 5.1.10.A.1, 
5.1.10.B.3, 5.1.10.B.5, 5.1.12, 5.2, 5.2.13 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning 
Ord, 2017. 

   Land Use Held 7-0 (Councilor Downs Not Voting)  
  

Referred to Land Use Committee 
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09/30/2025 
  
Present: Councilors Kelley (Chair), Lucas, Leary, Lobovits, Farrell, Laredo and Block; also 
present: Councilors Oliver, Wright and Malakie; absent: Councilor Downs 
 
#142-25 Request to exceed FAR and to allow parking in the front setback and within 

five feet of the street at 65 Clark Street    
RMR DEVELOPMENT LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL 
to relocate a driveway from Clark Street to Cloverdale Road, placing parking 
within the front setback and within five feet from Cloverdale Road and  to 
construct a 2.5 story rear addition exceeding FAR at 65 Clark Street, Ward 6, 
Newton Centre, on land known as Section 52 Block 28 Lot 12, containing 
approximately 8,641 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MULTI RESIDENCE 1. 
Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.2.3, 3.2.11, 5.1.7.A, 5.1.13 of Chapter 30 of the City of 
Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

   Land Use Held 7-0 on 05/20/2025 
   Land Use Held 5-0 (Councilor Block Not Voting) on 08/19/2025 
   Land Use Approved 5-0 (Councilors Laredo, Lobovits Not Voting)  
  
#145-25 Request to exceed FAR, to extend the nonconforming side and front 

setbacks and to waive one parking stall at 270 Derby Street  
OP REAL ESTATE LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to 
raze the existing dwelling and construct a new two-story single-family 
dwelling, exceeding the maximum FAR and extending the nonconforming side 
and front setbacks at 270 Derby Street, Ward 4, West Newton, on land known 
as Section 44 Block 11 Lot 02, containing approximately 4,435 sq. ft. of land in 
a district zoned SINGLE RESIDENCE 3. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.1.3, 3.1.9, 7.8.2.C.2, 
5.1.4, 5.1.13 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

   Land Use Held 7-0 on 05/20/2025 
   Land Use Held 8-0 on 07/08/2025 
   Land Use Approved 6-0 (Councilor Laredo Not Voting)  
  
#223-25 Request to amend the site plan associated with Special Permit #101-21 and 

to allow a combination of walls exceeding four feet in height at 667-673 
Boylston Street 
CZ FLEET LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL,  to amend 
the approved site plan from Special Permit #101-21 to change the 
configuration of the walls and allow a combination of retaining walls 
exceeding four feet in height  at 667-673 Boylston Street, Ward 6, Newton, on 
land known as Section 52 Block 29 Lot 41, containing approximately 16,959 
sq. ft. of land in a district zoned Multi Residence 1. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, and 
5.4.2.B.1 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

   Land Use Held 6-0 on 08/19/2025 
Land Use Approved 6-0 (Councilor Laredo Not Voting)  
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#260-25 Request to allow a retaining wall exceeding four feet in height at 82-84 East 

Side Parkway 
82-84 EAST SIDE PARKWAY LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN 
APPROVAL,  to raze the existing dwelling to construct a new two-family 
dwelling and a retaining wall exceeding four feet in height at 82-84 East Side 
Parkway, Ward 1, Newton, on land known as Section 13 Block 02 Lot 11, 
containing approximately 7,570 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned Multi 
Residence 1. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, and 5.4.2.B of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton 
Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

   Land Use Held 6-0 (Councilor Laredo Not Voting)  
  
#261-25 Request to allow parking in the front setback at 47-49 Ripley Street 

DANIEL USTAYEV petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to create 
a parking area on the side of the existing driveway to accommodate two 
parking stalls in the front setback at 47-49 Ripley Street, Ward 6, Newton, on 
land known as Section 65 Block 19 Lot 24, containing approximately 8,643 sq. 
ft. of land in a district zoned Multi Residence 1. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 5.1.7.A, and 
5.1.13 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

   Land Use Held   
  
#262-25 Request to extend nonconforming front setback at 22 Jerome Avenue   

MICHAEL AND KAREN GOLDMAN petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN 
APPROVAL to construct a deck which further extends the nonconforming 
front setback at 22 Jerome Avenue, Ward 3, Newton, on land known as 
Section 34 Block 38 Lot 07, containing approximately 10,560 sq. ft. of land in a 
district zoned SINGLE RESIDENCE3. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.1.3, and 7.8.2.C.2 of 
Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

   Land Use Approved 6-0 (Councilor Laredo Not Voting)  
  
#263-25 Request to allow parking in the front setback at 53 Mosman Street   

CHRIS AND WENDY VIETOR petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN 
APPROVAL to widen the existing driveway to accommodate two parking stalls 
at 53 Mosman Street, Ward 3, Newton, on land known as Section 34 Block 03 
Lot 43, containing approximately 7,888 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned 
SINGLE RESIDENCE3. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 5.1.7.A, and 5.1.13 of Chapter 30 of the 
City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

   Land Use Approved 6-0 (Councilor Laredo Not Voting)  
  
#264-25 Request to exceed FAR at 11 Richfield Road  

PETER TSE petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to raze the 
existing dwelling to construct a new larger dwelling which exceeds the 
maximum allowed FAR at 11 Richfield Road, Ward 3, Newton, on land known 
as Section 32 Block 04 Lot 13, containing approximately 10,256 sq. ft. of land 
in a district zoned SINGLE RESIDENCE2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.1.3, and 3.1.9 of 
Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

   Land Use Held 7-0   
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#265-25 Request to amend Special Permit #360-24 at 31 Chase Street 

CARA CANDAL petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to amend 
Special Permit #360-24 to remove the permeable paver requirement under 
Condition 2 at 31 Chase Street, Ward 6, Newton on land known as Section 61 
Block 37 Lot 05, containing approximately 7,036 sq. ft. of land in a district 
zoned SINGLE RESIDENCE3. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3 of Chapter 30 of the City of 
Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 
Land Use Approved Subject to Second Call 5-1 (Councilor Lucas Opposed) 
(Councilor Laredo Not Voting)  

  
 

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee 
09/29/2025 

  
Present: Councilors Baker (Chair), Oliver, Albright, Wright, Kalis, Getz, Danberg, and 
Krintzman; also present: Councilor Malakie 
 
#181-24 Request for discussion and possible amendments to remove or reduce 

parking minimums for commercial uses in commercial centers 
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, KRINTZMAN, AND LEARY requesting 
discussion and possible amendments to Newton's zoning ordinance to 
remove or reduce the parking minimums for first-floor commercial uses in 
commercial centers.  

   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 02/10/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 06/23/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 (Councilor Danberg Not Voting) on 07/09/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0   
 
#80-25  Requesting discussion on the current state of Newton's commercial office 

space 
COUNCILORS LUCAS, OLIVER, WRIGHT, MALAKIE, GETZ, LAREDO, KALIS, 
LOBOVITS, and FARRELL requesting a discussion with the Director of Planning 
& Development and the Economic Development Director focused on, but not 
limited to, new commercial office leases signed within the past three years, 
the current commercial office space that is available to lease, office tenants 
that have left Newton or have downsized, and strategies to recruit new 
commercial office tenants to Newton.  

   Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 (Councilor Danberg Not Voting) on 07/09/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0   
 
#295-24 Discussion on Parking in Village Centers 

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, LAREDO, OLIVER, GETZ, FARRELL, LUCAS, 
GREENBERG, KELLEY, HUMPHREY, MALAKIE, DOWNS, LOBOVITS, KRTINZMAN, 
AND MICLEY requesting a discussion on the parking needs in our commercial 
village centers with the Planning Director, the Commissioner of Public Works, 
and appropriate staff from both departments. This discussion should focus on 
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(a) the perceived parking needs in our commercial village centers; (b) a 
review of past parking studies in Newton's commercial village centers, 
subsequent implementation efforts, and the results of those efforts; (c) 
parking studies in neighboring cities or towns to provide appropriate parking 
in commercial village or town centers, and d) best practices in parking 
provision as defined by parking professionals. 

   Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 (Councilor Danberg Not Voting)  on 07/09/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0   
 
#252-25 Appointment of David Boronkay to the Newton Upper Falls Historic District 

Commission 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing David Boronkay, 187 Melrose Street, 
Auburndale as a member of the Newton Upper Falls Historic District 
Commission for a term of office set to expire on October 6, 2028. (60 Days: 
11/01/2025) 

   Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0   
  

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee 
09/25/2025 

  
Present: Present: Councilors Oliver (Vice Chair), Wright, Kalis, Getz, and Baker; absent: 
Councilors Albright, Danberg and Krintzman; also present: Councilors Malakie and Farrell 
 
  Referred to Zoning & Planning and Finance Committees 
#274-25 CPC recommendation to appropriate $2,154,544.00 in CPA funding 

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending appropriation of 
two million one hundred fifty-four thousand five hundred forty-four dollars 
($2,154,544.00) in Community Preservation Act funding, with one million six 
hundred fifty-four thousand five hundred forty-four dollars ($1,654,544.00) 
from Acct# 5800-3599, CPA Unrestricted Fund Balance and five hundred 
thousand dollars ($500,000) from Acct# 58R10498-57900C, CPA Housing FY26 
Budgeted Reserves, to the control of the Planning & Development 
Department for a grant to Acct# 58C10499-595714, Newton Affordable 
Housing Trust for their FY26 funding. 

   Zoning & Planning Approved 5-0   
 
#375-24 Requesting discussion and possible amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning to 

allow certain routine residential alterations by right 
COUNCILORS KELLEY AND LIPOF requesting discussion and possible 
amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning to allow certain routine residential 
alterations by right to streamline City processes for Newton property owners. 
Zoning & Planning Held as Amended Adding Councilor Lobovits as a Co-
docketer 8-0 on 03/10/2025 

   Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 06/09/2025 
Zoning & Planning Held and Set Public Hearing for September 25, 2025 7-0   
on 08/11/2025 
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   Zoning & Planning Approved 5-0   
  
#375-24(2) Requesting discussion and possible amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning to 

allow certain routine residential alterations by right 
ZONING AND PLANNING COMMITTEE requesting discussion and possible 
amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning to allow additions to buildings with 
existing nonconforming height that increase the nonconforming height but do 
not go higher than the existing ridgeline. 

   Zoning & Planning Held 5-0    
  
#44-24  Requesting re-evaluation and possible amendments to Inclusionary Zoning 

Ordinance  
COUNCILORS DANBERG, ALBRIGHT, KALIS, WRIGHT, OLIVER, MALAKIE, LIPOF, 
LUCAS, AND GETZ requesting a discussion with the Planning and 
Development Department and the Newton Housing Partnership about the 
City's Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance and possible amendments to the 
ordinance to include 4-6 units, including raising the requirements for the 
number of affordable units in large developments. 

   Zoning & Planning Held on 03/24/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 09/23/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/27/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 04/14/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 06/23/2025 

Zoning & Planning Held and Set Public Hearing for September 25, 2025 8-0   
on 07/09/2025 

   Zoning & Planning Held 5-0 
  
#243-25 Appointment of Denise Lisio to the Newtonville Historic District Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Denise Lisio, 132 Charlesbank Road, 
Newton as a member of the Newtonville Historic District Commission for a 
term of office set to expire on October 6, 2028. (60 Days: 11/01/2025) 

   Zoning & Planning Approved 5-0   
  
#249-25 Reappointment of Philip Plottel to the Economic Development Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Philip Plottel, 50 Roslyn Road, Waban 
as a member of the Economic Development Commission for a term of office 
set to expire on October 30, 2028. (60 Days: 11/01/2025) 

   Zoning & Planning Approved 5-0   
  
#251-25 Reappointment of Nancy Grissom to the Newton Historical Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Nancy Grissom, 7 Orris Street, 
Auburndale as a member of the Newton Historical Commission for a term of 
office set to expire on July 10, 2027. (60 Days: 11/01/2025) 

   Zoning & Planning Approved 5-0   
 

Referred to Programs & Services Committee 
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09/17/2025 
  
Present: Councilors Humphrey (Vice Chair), Farrell, Malakie, and Lobovits; absent: 
Councilors Krintzman, Oliver, Micley, and Baker; also present: Councilor Leary 
 
#205-25 Request for a Home Rule Petition 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to petition the General 
Court for special legislation to increase the maximum age for new police 
officers from 31 to 39 years old.  

   Programs & Services Approved 4-0   
  
#240-25 Resolution in Support of State Legislation to Establish a Climate Change 

Superfund 
COUNCILORS LEARY, OLIVER, MALAKIE, LUCAS, HUMPHREY, DANBERG, 
WRIGHT, KRINTZMAN, AND FARRELL requesting a resolution in support of 
HB.1014/S.588 Establishment of a "Superfund" to aid communities to 
adequately fund climate adaptation and resilience projects, as well as repairs 
and recovery from the impacts of a warming climate including extreme heat, 
flooding, poor air quality and other extreme weather events.  
Programs & Services Approved as Amended Adding Councilor Lobovits as a 
Co-Docketer 4-0   

  
#244-25 Appointment of Chloe Lyons to the Youth Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Chloe Lyons, of Newton North High 
school, Newtonville as a member of the Youth Commission for a term of 
office set to expire on September 15, 2028. (60 Days: 11/01/2025) 

   Programs & Services Approved 4-0   
  
#245-25 Appointment of Hanano Futai to the Youth Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Hanano Futai, Newton South High 
school, Newton as a member of the Youth Commission for a term of office set 
to expire on September 15, 2028. (60 Days: 11/01/2025) 

   Programs & Services Approved 4-0   
  
#246-25 Appointment of Simbarashe Makura to the Newton Youth Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Simbarashe Makura, Roxbury Latin 
School, Boston as a member of the Newton Youth Commission for a term of 
office set to expire on September 15, 2028. (60 Days: 11/01/2025) 

   Programs & Services Approved 4-0   
  
#247-25 Appointment of Gassia Minassian to the Youth Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Gassia Minassian, Newton North High 
School, Newtonville as a member of the Youth Commission for a term of 
office set to expire on September 15, 2028. (60 Days: 11/01/2025) 

   Programs & Services Approved 4-0   
  
#248-25 Reappointment of Randall Johnson to the Parks and Recreation Commission 
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HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Randall Johnson, 267 Upland Road, 
Newton as a member of the Parks and Recreation Commission for a term of 
office set to expire on September 30, 2028. (60 Days: 11/01/2025) 

   Programs & Services Held 4-0   
  
#250-25 Reappointment of Marjorie Butler to the Newton Election Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Marjorie Butler, 33 Andrew Street, 
Newton Highlands as a member of the Newton Election Commission for a 
term of office set to expire on March 31, 2029. (60 Days: 11/01/2025) 

   Programs & Services Held 4-0   
  

Referred to Public Facilities Committee 
09/17/2025 

  
Present: Councilors Danberg, Getz, Kalis, Kelley, Leary and Laredo; absent: Councilors 
Albright and Gentile; also present: Councilor Wright 
 
#230-25 Discussion with Green Newton and the Sustainability Team regarding 

networked geothermal near the Countryside School 
COUNCILOR ALBRIGHT requesting a discussion with Green Newton volunteers 
who are generating interest among homeowners regarding networked 
geothermal near the Countryside School. The discussion should include the 
Sustainability Team regarding a potential networked geothermal system 
involving the Countryside School and other neighborhood homes and/or 
businesses, using a third-party networked geothermal company that might 
result in a public/private partnership. 

   Public Facilities Voted No Action Necessary 5-0 (Councilor Leary Not Voting)  
  
  Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees  
#256-25 Appropriate $152,255 for a LED Lighting Project at the Newton Education 

Center 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
the sum of one hundred fifty-two thousand two hundred fifty-five dollars 
($152,255) from the Energy Stabilization Fund to fund a LED Lighting Project 
at the Newton Education Center.  

   Public Facilities Approved 5-0 (Councilor Kelley Not Voting)  
  

Referred to Real Property Reuse Committee 
09/18/2025 

  
Present:  Councilors Danberg (Chair), Lucas, Getz, Laredo, Malakie, Oliver and Lipof ; absent:  
Councilor Gentile; also present: Councilors Block, Kelley and Krintzman 
 
#36-24  Reuse of parcel of land on Grove and Hancock Street 

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on November 3, 2023 
a letter stating that the 36,356 sq. ft. City owned parcel of land known as 169 
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Grove Street and 136 Hancock Street, should be made available for sale or 
lease, pursuant to the City of Newton Ordinances Section 2-7. 
Real Property Reuse Held; Public Hearing set for 03/28/2024 7-0 on 
01/25/2024 

   Real Property Reuse Held 8-0 on 06/12/2024 
   Real Property Reuse Held 7-0 on 01/16/2025 

Real Property Reuse Approved waiving the requirement that the public 
hearing be held within 60 days of the submission of the JAPG report and to 
set the public hearing in September 7-0 on 06/12/2025 
Real Property Reuse Approved to recommend to the full City Council that 
the Mayor retain the properties and transfer the properties to the School 
Department for educational purposes. 7-0   

 


