City Council Docket

October 7: Land Use Page 222
October 8: Programs & Services and Public Continued
Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Monday, October 6, 2025
October 14: Zoning & Planning 7:45PM, Hybrid
October 15: Finance To be reported on

Monday, October 20, 2025

The City Council will be joined by Her Honor the Mayor after first call for the presentation of
the FY27-FY31 Capital Improvement Plan.

City of Newton
City Council Docket

" The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of
the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-
1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtonma-gov.zoom.us%2Fj%2F81499460302&data=05%7C02%7Ckholden%40newtonma.gov%7C9faec0d5979a4803ee1308de01dcd682%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638950245160924178%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=czMbb6O8b4IkbtUpdVisYbXRjGrjpdj6l3rNcTt%2BKHo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
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Referred to Land Use Committee

Request to extend the nonconforming rear setback at 30 Kingsbury Road
KENNETT AND BARBARA BURNES petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN
APPROVAL to construct a connection between the existing detached garage
and the dwelling which further extends the nonconforming rear setback at 30
Kingsbury Road, Ward 7, Newton, on land known as Section 63 Block 26 Lot
6A, containing approximately 28,430 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned Single
Residence 1. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.1.3, and 7.8.2.C.2 of Chapter 30 of the City of
Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee

Reappointment of Leigh Gilligan to the Conservation Commission

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Leigh Gilligan, 16 Bradford Road,
Newton as a full member of the Conservation Commission for a term of office
set to expire on November 1, 2028. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)

Reappointment of Deb Crossley to the Zoning Board of Appeals

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Deb Crossley, 26 Circuit Avenue,
Newton as an Associate member of the Zoning Board of Appeals for a term of
office set to expire on November 18, 2026. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)

Reappointment of Charles Eisenberg to the Zoning Board of Appeals

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Charles Eisenberg, 4 Ashford Road,
Newton Centre as an Associate member of the Zoning Board of Appeals for a
term of office set to expire on November 18, 2026. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)

Requesting Amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning to
create a new Adult Day Care use.

Reappointment of Scott Aquilina to the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Scott Aquilina, 1253 Commonwealth
Avenue, Newton as a member of the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission for a term of office set to expire on July 1, 2028. (60 Days:
12/05/2025)

Reappointment of Rick Wetmore to the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Rick Wetmore, 131 Suffolk Road,
Chestnut Hill as a member of the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
for a term of office set to expire on August 1, 2028. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)
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Reappointment of Susana Lannik to the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission
HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Susana Lannik, 25 Essex Road,
Chestnut Hill as a member of the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
for a term of office set to expire on July 15, 2028. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)

Reappointment of Robert Imperato to the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Robert Imperato, 145 Washington
Street, Newton as a member of the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
for a term of office set to expire on November 15, 2028. (60 Days:
12/05/2025)

Referred to Programs & Services Committee

Appointment of Sam Tackeff to the Council on Aging

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Sam Tackeff, 218 Lowell Avenue,
Newtonville as a member of the Council on Aging for a term of office set to
expire on October 20, 2028. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)

Appointment of Judith Gordon to the Council on Aging

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Judith Gordon, 203 Beethoven Avenue,
Waban as a member of the Council on Aging for a term of office set to expire
on October 20, 2028. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)

Appointment of Gloria Mastrocola Gavris to the Council on Aging

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Gloria Mastrocola Gavris, 21 Monadnock
Road, Newton as a member of the Council on Aging for a term of office set to
expire on October 20, 2028. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)

Appointment of Ellen Penso to the Council on Aging

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Ellen Penso, 39 Murray Road, West
Newton as a member of the Council on Aging for a term of office set to expire
on October 20, 2027. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)

Appointment of Robert Pierson to the Council on Aging

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Robert Pierson, 431 Albemarle Road,
Newtonville as a member of the Council on Aging for a term of office set to
expire on October 20, 2027. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)

Appointment of John Pelletier to the Council on Aging

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing John Pelletier, 103 Madison Avenue,
Newton as a member of the Council on Aging for a term of office set to expire
on October 20, 2026. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)

Appointment of Laxmi Rao to the Council on Aging
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HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Laxmi Rao, 124 Walnut Hill Road,
Newton as a member of the Council on Aging for a term of office set to expire
on October 20, 2026. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)

Appointment of Eric Hilman to the Council on Aging

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Eric Hilman, 102 Cherry Street, West
Newton as a member of the Council on Aging for a term of office set to expire
on October 20, 2026. (60 Days: 12/05/2025)

Request for a Home Rule Petition

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a Home Rule Petition that will allow the
City of Newton to impose a lien on real property in Newton for any charge,
fee or fine that is not paid by the applicable due date.

Request for a Home Rule Petition

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a home rule petition that authorizes the
City of Newton to affix penalties for violations of its local ordinances in an
amount up to two thousand ($2,000) dollars. The petition also provides for an
increase in the maximum fine amount once every five (5) years to account for
inflation.

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee

Requesting six (6) renewal bus licenses for Mass General Brigham
MASS GENERAL BRIGHAM requesting triennial renewals of six (6) bus licenses
for Mass General Brigham. There are no changes proposed from 2022.

Parking fine revision

COUNCILORS DOWNS AND GROSSMAN requesting to amend city ordinances
to modernize parking fines in line with surrounding communities and to deter
unsafe parking.

Requesting new public auto license
GAMALELDIN MOHAMED, 2251 Washington Street, Newton, MA 02462

requesting one (1) new public auto license for EF&M LLC.

Referred to Public Facilities Committee

Requesting discussion about stormwater infrastructure and planning for its
future

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT and GETZ requesting a discussion with members of
the Department of Public Works regarding the robustness of the current
stormwater system and future plans for it. The discussion should include (1)
which areas of Newton are flood-prone in a 100-year storm event and what
the plan is for these areas, (2) Newton's MS4 compliance plans regarding
stormwater improvements and what solutions are currently being explored in
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Newton and other communities, with an appreciation of the cost implications
if known, and (3) an explanation of how projects are reviewed to determine
compliance with our stormwater ordinance, specifically what issues are
considered when a project is permitted to send overflow water into the city's
stormwater infrastructure.

Requesting discussion of the "two-foot rule" which allows street openings
for utility work without a grant of location

COUNCILOR LEARY requesting a discussion with the Public Works and Law
Departments regarding the origin and legal basis for the "two-foot rule"
which allows National Grid to open streets to install new gas pipes without a
new grant of location (GOL). The discussion should include reference to State
Law requiring City Council approval for gas pipe street openings, National
Grid's statement at the December 4, 2024 Public Facilities meeting that it may
open streets without a GOL because of the two-foot rule, and exploration of
legal pathways to enable Newton to exercise more control over gas pipe
installations. This could include the elimination of the "two-foot rule" as well
as recommendations of additional actions that the City could take.

Requesting discussion about water from the conservation planning
perspective

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT and GETZ requesting a discussion about
groundwater, the water table, flood plains and all matters that the
Conservation Commission takes into account when reviewing projects for
their impact on the surroundings, including its responses to projects in or
near areas prone to flooding or high-water tables, as well as information
regarding Newton's brooks and streams.

Referred to Finance Committee

Requesting discussion about a workers' compensation claim filed by Loretta
Busa

COUNCILORS GENTILE, GREENBERG, LEARY, OLIVER, ALBRIGHT, LUCAS,
MICLEY, KELLEY, MALAKIE, WRIGHT, BLOCK, HUMPHREY, GETZ, DANBERG,
LOBOVITS, GROSSMAN, FARRELL, KALIS, KRINTZMAN, LAREDO and LIPOF
requesting fact finding and discussion regarding a workers' compensation
claim filed by Loretta Busa.

Referred to Finance & Appropriate Committee

Submittal of the FY2027 - FY2031 Supplemental Capital Improvement Plan
HER HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY27 - FY31 Supplemental Capital
Improvement Plan.

Submittal of the Fiscal Year 2027 -2031 5-Year Financial Forecast
HER HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the Fiscal Years 2027 to 2031 5-Year
Financial Forecast for City Council review/acceptance.
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