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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Newton Historical Commission

*AGENDA*
September 30", 2025

7:00 PM

This meeting will be a virtual meeting that will take place via Zoom. To view and
participate click https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/87124021670 or
+16469313860,,87124021670#.

1. 1062 Beacon Street

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1929 Dutch Colonial style house which is well
-preserved. Preservation Planners recommend finding the property
preferably preserved.

Description: This is a Dutch Colonial house constructed in 1929. Deeds for
this property show that the land was sold to Alfred S. Albee, a carpenter,
whose family lived at this address through the 1940s. When the property
was sold in 1945 to Charles E. Downing, who worked in advertising, a
portion of the premises was reserved subject to a lease to the Great
Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company. The property was sold in 1956 to
Joseph T. Farry, who is listed in directories as a manager. The house has
undergone little change over time, with the exception of replacement
windows and siding. This house was found not preferably preserved by
NHC in 2020, however a building permit was not pulled before the
expiration of the decision.

Staff Recommendation: Previous staff recommended finding the building
not preferably preserved due to the presence of Whole Foods. Current
Preservation Planners encourage finding the building preferably
preserved as it serves as an introduction to the residential section of
Beacon Street, which is intact contextually.

406 Cherry Street
Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1960 Dutch Colonial that is intact and sensitive infill to
an architecturally strong context. Preservation Planners welcome
discussion of this house.

Description: This is a 1960 Dutch Colonial built by Santo Lucente. It
features a brick first floor main facade with stone window surrounds. The
three-bay facade is symmetric with a small dormer featuring a smaller
central window. The chimney mimics the front facade clad in brick and
stone detailing. The full-width addition on the rear was added in 1980 to
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accommodate another bedroom. 406 Cherry Street is in a neighborhood with strong archi-
tectural context, and abuts the Nathaniel Allen Homestead, or The Allen Center. However,
the building itself is infill, constructed after the primary development of the area.

Staff Recommendation: Preservation Planners welcome discussion of this house in an area
with many inventoried properties.

3. 1100-1102 Beacon Street
Total Demolition of Building
View Application Here

Summary: This 1947 commercial building is well-preserved and in a well-preserved
commercial area. Preservation Planners welcome discussion of this building’s signifi-
cance.

Description: This commercial building was built in 1947 by Richard Schofield, owner
and Veterinarian; William C. Mowll, Jr., Architect; and R. Dunn Co. Inc, builder. The in-
itial purpose of the building was a Veterinary Hospital. An addition was added to the
rear in 1978 by Dr. Schofield, which was designed by architect firm Rich, Land & Cote,
Inc., and built by Richard Grant. William S. Walter, another vet and owner of the prac-
tice, applied for a new sign in 1983 naming the clinic “Rotherwood Animal Clinic.”
Which it remained until 2004 when One Stop Cleaners bought the property.

Staff Recommendation: The building is intact and well-preserved. The area has expe-
rienced recent new development, but much of the commercial context remains.
Preservation Planners welcome discussion of this building’s significance.

4. 55 Auburndale Avenue
Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1929 Dutch Colonial Revival which is well-preserved and in an in-
tact neighborhood. Preservation Planners recommend finding the property prefera-
bly preserved and welcome discussion on the proposal, particularly the roof lines.

Description: This is a 1929 Dutch Colonial Revival with a gambrel roof, central dor-
mer, and protruding front porch entry. It was designed by architect H.H. Jinkins and
built by S. Giordano. The internal chimney is original, and the right side external
chimney was added in 1945. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, but the area
around retains context. This is an application for partial demolition, and the applicant
seeks to add a third-floor addition with dormers.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a well-preserved area.
Preservation Planners recommend finding the property preferably preserved. Preser-
vation Planners welcome discussion on the proposal, particularly the proposed roof
lines.
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5. 51 Wyoming Road
Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1956 one-story Ranch style house that is well-preserved and in an intact
area. Preservation Planners recommend finding the property preferably preserved, and gen-
erally approve of the proposal.

Description: This is a 1956 one-story gable end Ranch style house. It features a three-bay fa-
cade with a slightly off-center entry. The chimney on the right side is wide and low, a hall-
mark of the Ranch style. The house was designed by Arthur Richards, architect, and built by
A. DeSantis. It is part of the MACRIS inventoried area of Bemis Estates. This is an application
for partial demolition, and the applicant seeks demolish the roof to add a second floor.

Staff Recommendation: Preservation Planners recommend finding the property preferably
preserved, and generally approve of the proposal.

6. 19 Fessenden Street
Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1941 Colonial Revival that is well preserved and in an inventoried district
that maintains integrity. Preservation Planners recommend finding the property preferably
preserved, and generally approve of the proposed design.

Description: This is a 1941 Colonial Revival with a built in garage. It was designed by architect
A. Kreider and built by William H. Martin. Kreider also designed 88 Parker Avenue, which is of
similar architecture just a single story but maintains an attached garage that is set back of
the main mass. It was originally built with a one-story bump-out on the left side, mimicking
the garage. However, this bump out was replaced and added onto in 1958, 2001, and again
in 2003. The main mass is well preserved, and the surrounding neighborhood is also well-
preserved. The house is in an inventoried district (Albemarle Village #2), but does not have
an individual inventory. This is an application for partial demolition in which the applicant is
seeking to demolish the attached garage to build a two-story addition and a new front porti-
co.

Staff Recommendation: Preservation Planners recommend finding the property preferably
preserved, and generally approve of the proposed design.

7. 88 Parker Avenue
Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1940 Colonial Revival style house that is well-preserved and in a well-
preserved area. Preservation Planners recommend finding the property preferably pre-
served. Preservation Planners welcome discussion on the proposal.

Description: This is a 1940 one-story, three-bay, Colonial Revival style house designed by Al-
bert M. Kreider and built by Newton E. Jones. Kreider also designed 19 Fessenden Street
which is of similar architecture including the attached garage set back of the main mass. The
roof is a side gable and features two front gable dormers. The chimney is center in the roof
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mass. This is an application for partial demolition in which the applicant is seeking to add an
addition to the rear, add rear dormers, and alter the front dormers.

Staff Recommendation: Preservation Planners recommend finding the property preferably pre-
served. Preservation Planners welcome discussion on the proposal.

8. 40 Butts Street
Waiver of Partial Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a National Register listed worker’s cottage constructed in 1896. It is a well-
preserved and intact example of late 19th century and early 20th century worker housing in
the area. The National Register district to which this building contributes is also well-
preserved and intact. Staff are concerned regarding the massing of the new addition, making
the historic building subordinate.

Description: This National Register listed residence is part of an enclave of worker housing in
the Newton Upper Falls area. Built in 1896, 40 Butts is typically of wood frame worker’s
housing built during the factory boom brought forward by Otis Pettee and the Pettee Ma-
chine Works in 1831. Pettee’s company was the largest employer in the 1890s for Newton
and allowed for expansions and mergers with other manufacturing powers. 40 Butts Street is
a vernacular worker’s cottage featuring a three-bay facade and front-gable roof. It maintains
turned wood posts supporting the shed porch roof. The porch extends the whole front fa-
cade. The application for partial demolition puts forward the plans to add an addition to the
rear of the existing house which is larger than the existing house.

9. 45 Waverly Avenue
Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1860 vernacular style house. Preservation Planners wel-
come discussion of the proposed addition.

Description: This is a ca. 1860 vernacular style house, owned in the mid-19th century by
Nancy W. Pope. The two-story house features a symmetrical front facade, side gabled roof,
and a brick chimney. There is a one-story bump-out on the rear of the home, and historic
photographs suggest there was once a full-width front porch that has been removed at some
point. The property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, as are many other houses along
Waverley Avenue and Tremont Street. This is an application for partial demolition, and the
applicant seeks to remove the roof to construct a new roof with a steeper pitch and dormers
on the front and rear.
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10. 126 Russell Road
Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a well-preserved Cape Cod style residence constructed in 1946 in a well-
preserved neighborhood exhibiting consistent building typology.

Description: This 1 % story Cape Cod style residence built in 1946 by Theodore Silvester.
Theodore Silvester alongside Arthur Silvestri developed the area of Russell Road, Sylvester
Road, a couple of houses on Cherry Street between 1946- 1949. The house is a center entry
side gable house with two wings on each side. The wide chimney is on the left side of the
main mass. The house is well-preserved in a well-preserved Postwar neighborhood with con-
sistent building styles.

11. 51 Davis Avenue
Wavier of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a 1914 Victorian eclectic style house in a well-preserved neighborhood.

Description: This is a 1914 Victorian eclectic style house, constructed by builders Loomer &
Allen on land owned by A.C. Furbush. The two-and-a-half story house features a front-gabled
roof, with a brick chimney and a gabled dormer on the right side of the roof. There is a two-
story, one-bay, gable roofed ell that extends from the left side of the rear elevation, and a
one story, flat-roofed bump-out extending from the right side of the rear elevation. The
house also features a hipped-roof, full-width front porch, and a one-story bay window on the
left elevation. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others on Davis Ave,
however the neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with predominately
original homes remaining.

Administrative Items

12. Approval of Minutes

13. Adjournment

The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to
persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the
city of Newton’s ADA/Sec.504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City
Hall’s TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089.
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