
  
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city 
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

Zoning & Planning Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 

Monday, September 29, 2025 
 
 

7:00 pm Room 204 
 
The Zoning and Planning Committee will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting 
on Monday, September 29, 2025 at 7:00 PM that the public may access in-person 
or virtually via Zoom. To attend this meeting via Zoom use this link: 
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/87995869855 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use 
the following Meeting ID: 879 9586 9855. 
 

 
Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 
Chair’s Note: For the discussion of items #181-24, #80-25, and #295-24, following a brief staff 
overview of the items, the Chair has invited the Charles River Chamber of Commerce and the 
Newton Economic Development Commission to offer their thoughts on the above docket items. 
The Chamber and the EDC will each have 10 minutes apiece to present. The Chair will then 
provide 3 minutes each for members of the public wishing to comment on the docket items.   
 
#181-24 Request for discussion and possible amendments to remove or reduce parking 

minimums for commercial uses in commercial centers 
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, KRINTZMAN, AND LEARY requesting 
discussion and possible amendments to Newton's zoning ordinance to remove or 
reduce the parking minimums for first-floor commercial uses in commercial 
centers.  
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 02/10/2025 
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 06/23/2025 
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 07/09/2025 

 
#80-25  Requesting discussion on the current state of Newton’s commercial office 

space 
COUNCILORS LUCAS, OLIVER, WRIGHT, MALAKIE, GETZ, LAREDO, KALIS, 
LOBOVITS, and FARRELL requesting a discussion with the Director of Planning & 
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Development and the Economic Development Director focused on, but not 
limited to, new commercial office leases signed within the past three years, the 
current commercial office space that is available to lease, office tenants that 
have left Newton or have downsized, and strategies to recruit new commercial 
office tenants to Newton.  
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 07/09/2025 
 

#295-24 Discussion on Parking in Village Centers 
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, LAREDO, OLIVER, GETZ, FARRELL, LUCAS, GREENBERG, 
KELLEY, HUMPHREY, MALAKIE, DOWNS, LOBOVITS, KRINTZMAN, AND MICLEY 
requesting a discussion on the parking needs in our commercial village centers 
with the Planning Director, the Commissioner of Public Works, and appropriate 
staff from both departments. This discussion should focus on (a) the perceived 
parking needs in our commercial village centers; (b) a review of past parking 
studies in Newton's commercial village centers, subsequent implementation 
efforts, and the results of those efforts; (c) parking studies in neighboring cities 
or towns to provide appropriate parking in commercial village or town centers, 
and d) best practices in parking provision as defined by parking professionals. 
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 07/09/2025 

 
#252-25 Appointment of David Boronkay to the Newton Upper Falls Historic District 

Commission 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing David Boronkay, 187 Melrose Street, 
Auburndale as a member of the Newton Upper Falls Historic District Commission 
for a term of office set to expire on October 6, 2028. (60 Days: 11/01/2025) 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
R. Lisle Baker, Chair 
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