
 
      CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
          Newton Historical Commission 

*Staff Memo* 
Meeting Date:  September 25th, 2025 
Location:   Zoom 
Time:    7:00 PM 
 
This meeting will be a virtual meeting that will take place via Zoom. To view and 
participate click https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/83415057192 or 
+13052241968,,83415057192#. 
 

1. 78 Manchester Road  
Waiver of Demolition Delay  
View Application Here  
View Original Application Here  
 
Summary: This is a 1930 Colonial Revival Style house in a well-preserved, 

  inventoried neighborhood.  
 
Description: This is a 1930 Colonial Revival style house built by developed 

  Hans Christensen. The two-story, three-bay-wide house features a side 
  gabled roof with two chimneys. There is a one-story bump-out that  

extends from the right side of the rear of the home. The garage was  
constructed on the property in 1951. No major alterations to the house 

  were recorded in Inspectional Services Department (ISD) files. This  
property is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Lakewood Park    
residential area, a subdivision of primarily Colonial Revival and Tudor 

 Revival style houses built in the 1930s and 1940s. The neighborhood 
 retains a good sense of historic context, with primarily original homes 
 remaining.  
 

2. 9 Carter Street  
Waiver of Demolition Delay  
View Application Here  
 
Summary: This is a c. 1900 vernacular Victorian in a well-preserved 

 neighborhood.  
 
Description: This c. 1900 vernacular Victorian is minimalistic in  

 appearance but includes the hallmark bay window and gable roof. The 
house is rotated on the lot, giving clear view of the bay window. The 

 property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others on the street. 
 However, the neighborhood retains a sense of historic context with 
 primarily original homes remaining. This is an application for partial 
 demolition, and the application seeks to demolish portions of the rear of 
 the home, to construct a two-story addition.  
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3. 65 Levbert Road  
Waiver of Demolition Delay  
View Application Here  
View Original Application Here   
 
Summary: This is a 1963 split-level ranch in a neighborhood that retains a sense of historic 
context.  
 
Description: This is a 1963 split-level ranch, built by Morel Construction Co. and designed by 
architect C. Crowell. Crowell was a local architect, who designed a number of homes in New-
ton. This brick house features a hipped roof and brick chimney. The right side of the home 
projects forward, with a two-car garage and a room above. There is a bump out extending 
from the left side of the rear elevation. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are 
any others on Levbert Road, however the neighborhood does retain a sense of historic con-
text with many original split-level homes similar to this one remaining.  
 
 

4. 132-136 Adams Street (Columbus Hall)  
Local Landmark Nomination- Vote to Designate Property a Local  
Landmark 
See Supplemental Materials 
 
Description: This is a ca. 1925 Commercial Block designed by James Cardarelli for original

 owner Amato E. Pescosolido. The two-story building has elements of the Classical Revival 
 design style. This building has been nominated to be a Newton Local Landmark. The NHC will
 vote on whether to designate 132-136 Adams Street (Columbus Hall) as a Newton Local 
  Landmark.  

 
5. 55 Pine Grove Avenue 

Local Landmark Nomination- Vote to Accept Nomination for Further  
Study 
See Supplemental Materials 
 
Description: This is a ca 1867 Stick Style house originally owned by Charles F. Crehore. The 
Crehore family-owned paper mills in Newton Lower Falls in the 19th Century. The two-story 
house features a hipped roof and two brick chimneys. The house features an ornate front 
porch that was enclosed at some point. This property is inventoried on MACRIS, both indi-
vidually and as part of the Barbara Park / Crehore Estate residential historic area. Newton 
Historical Association found the house preferably preserved at the August 28, 2025, hearing. 
This building has been nominated as a Newton Local Landmark. The NHC will vote only on 
whether to accept the nomination and conduct further study. No official designation will 
take place at this initial meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/879383
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/861473


 
6. 19 Highland Avenue 

Local Landmark Review   
View Application Here 

 
Summary: This is a ca. 1893 Gothic style church. The applicant seeks to renovate the church 
building and demolish the parish house for a residential development.  
 
Description: The Swedenborgian Church is a ca. 1893 Gothic style church building designed 
by architect Ralph Adams Cram. The building is masonry construction with limestone trim. 
The building features arched window openings, as well as several unique stained-glass win-
dows. There is a tower on the southwest corner of the building, and a parish house connect-
ed to the north of the building. The church was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1986, and was designated a Newton Local Landmark in 2023. The applicant seeks to 
renovate the church building for conversion into a multifamily residential building, and to 
demolish the parish house to allow for the construction of a new multifamily residential 
building behind the church.  

 
   

7. 395 Lexington Street 
Total Demolition of House  
View Application Here 
 
Summary: This is a c. 1880 vernacular Italianate house that was moved to Lexington Street in 
1895 to make way for the construction of Commonwealth Avenue. It is individually invento-
ried on MACRIS and is in a well-preserved area. Staff recommend finding the property pref-
erably preserved.   
 
Description: This is a c. 1880 vernacular Italianate house rising from a granite slab founda-
tion. The house features a three-bay fenestration along Lexington Street, and deep side ele-
vations. The wrap around porch is supported by wood turned columns. The house was origi-
nally located on the north side of Seaverns Avenue, and was moved to its current site in 1895 
when its old location was taken for Commonwealth Avenue construction. The house was 
built on Seaverns Avenue between 1880 and 1883 by Methodist Reverend Americus K. How-
ard and his wife Jane Howard. Rev. Howard died shortly after the house was built, and Jane 
Howard along with her three daughters continued to reside there. Mrs. Howard paid for the 
relocation to Lexington using her own income. The house was subdivided to a two-family in 
1956.  
 
 Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved, two-family residence in a neighborhood 
with a strong and intact context. Staff recommend finding this property preferably pre-
served.  
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/830963
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/887551


8. 339 Lowell Avenue 
Total Demolition of House  

 View Application Here  
 

Summary: This is a c. 1985 vernacular Victorian that is well preserved and in an inventoried 
area with intact context. Staff recommend finding the property   
 
Description: This is a c. 1895 vernacular Victoria style house featuring a front gable roof and 
gabled entry. The house has three structural bays and an arched window in the gable end. 
The house, originally built for a single family, was internally subdivided into a two-family in 
1940. A rear addition was added to accommodate bedrooms in 1956.   
 
Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved, two-family residence in an inventoried area 
with a strong and intact context. Staff recommend finding this property preferably pre-
served.  

 
 
Administrative Items 

9. Approval of Minutes  

10. Adjournment 

 
The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the 
city of Newton’s ADA/Sec.504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City 
Hall’s TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089. 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/890695
mailto:jlojek@newtonma.gov

