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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  August 21st, 2025 
     

DATE:  August 15th, 2025 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Kimberly Crocker, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process 
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill 
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the review of the Local Historic District Review applications. 
 
137 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This significant property is one of the oldest in Newton and is individually listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. The circa 1700 First Period Georgian house was probably built by the 
Honorable Ebenezer Stone who was a prominent member of the community. The property remained in the 
Stone family until the property was sold in 1817 to farmer John Kingsbury. The house was moved to its present 
location circa 1904 by tenant Charles H. Burrage to save it from demolition. 
 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace electric box. The 
new will be slightly larger, but located in the same area. The generator is not part of this application since it is 
not visible from a public way therefore not within the commission’s purview. The applicant also requests input 
on an Electrical Vehicle (EV) outlet.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 

Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/880935  

Compiled file 
Assessors database map  
Photos of building  
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Photos of installation site 
Example photos  
MHC Form B 
 

53 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Development on Reservoir Avenue, named for the Chestnut Hill Reservoir, began in 
the early teens. 19, 87, and 92 Reservoir Avenue were built in 1911, 1912, and 1915. The rest of the houses on 
the west side were built in the 1920s, including the circa 1927 Craftsman style house whose first residents were 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hallahan. Mr. Hallahan worked in insurance. The opposite side of Reservoir Avenue was 
developed from the late 1930s onwards. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to install new curbs where 
none currently exist. The neighbors on each side do not have curbs, but the abutter directly across the street 
does have concrete curbs.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/871450   

Photos of property and abutters 
MHC Form B 

 

256 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

Notes: The commission has full jurisdiction over demolition and new structures. Commission can only 
make non-binding recommendations for changes to existing structures UNLESS changes would be 
visible from a public way.  

Exterior features of properties located on Nos. 147 through 256 Chestnut Hill Road that are only 
visible from a private way are subject to limited review per Newton Ordinance Sec. 22-42(c). The 
commission has authority to regulate exterior features of these properties that are visible from a 
public way per Newton Ordinance Sec. 22-42(e) 

The side and rear of the building are visible from Middlesex Road across the field of Brimmer & May 
School. The remainder of the building is not visible from a public way. 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: In 1822 Captain Joseph Lee left Salem, MA to leave his seafaring work for that of a 
farmer. He bought the central portion of Chestnut Hill in 1822 from Henry Hovey. Joseph Lee’s grandniece 
married Leverett Saltonstall, who came into ownership of the property upon which 256 Chestnut Hill Road was 
constructed along with other ancillary structures. The largest of those ancillary structures includes the building 
in this application, which appears on early maps following the construction of the main house. It is a side gambrel 
structure with a gabled entrance. The rear extension features a gable-on-hip roof.   

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to strip the roof. A new ice 
and shield barrier to be applied six feet from the roofline up. Synthetic paper will be applied above the ice and 
water shield to cover the remaining exposed wood. The roof will be re-shingled. Also included in the application 
is the installation of aluminum drip edge along eaves, aluminum rake, copper gutter, composite soffit and fascia 
board, select new downspouts, and primed cedar clapboards.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/878018  

Compiled File  
Assessors database map 
Inspection docs. 
Scope of work 
MHC Form B 
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51 Gate House Road- Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house at 51 Gate House Road may have been built around 1917 as part 
of the estate of Isabella Firth, who owned much of the land that would become Nancy Road. At the 
time of construction, Gatehouse Road was called Norfolk Road. The house has undergone several 
modifications including an ell added in 1999 alongside new formers, and general cosmetic updates. 
This is also the time the pool was installed in the rear of the house.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the 
existing six foot wood fence with a six foot white vinyl fence. The Newton regulations regarding 
swimming pools are §5-19(b): “Every outdoor private swimming pool shall be enclosed at all times, 
whether or not filled with water, by a fence or wall not less than five feet in height, except that fences 
and walls of not less than four feet in height in existence prior to August 25, 1964 shall satisfy this 
height requirement as to outdoor private swimming pools in existence prior to January 1, 1975. Such 
fence or wall shall be firmly secured at ground level and be so constructed and maintained as not to 
have openings, holes or gaps larger than four inches in any dimension, except for doors and gates, and 
except for picket fences in which case, however, the gaps between pickets shall not exceed four 
inches.”  The City of Newton Historic Preservation Design Guidelines encourage, “Using traditional 
materials for walls, fences, gates, and other boundary markers in an appropriate manner.” The 
Guidelines discourage, “Use of non-traditional fencing materials such as vinyl.”  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/883504  
Compiled File 51 Gate House Road 
Assessors database map 
Photos of existing conditions 
Fence contract with diagram 
Illustrative example 

 

35 Longwood Road- Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The Albert Lincoln house is two-stories with a slate hipped roof. It is a brick-
clad Colonial Revival featuring a recessed door with a transom and pedimented door surround. The 
House was built in 1937, designed by architect J. Radford Abbot and built by William Greenwood.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to install an 
outdoor kitchen adjacent to the existing dining terrace at the rear of the property. The kitchen will 
include a seasonal sink, grill, pizza oven, and wood storage. The proposed materials for the island are 
Massachusetts fieldstone and Roxbury Puddingstone, matching what exists on the site in front of the 
house. The pizza oven is proposed to have a stucco finish which will be painted to match the light trim 
on the house. An irregular bluestone pattern is proposed as a walking surface. The proposed kitchen 
would be screened by existing vegetation.   

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/886695  
Compiled File 35 Longwood Road 
Assessors database map 
Site Plan 
Proposal drawings 
Product information 
MHC Form B 
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12 Chestnut Hill Terrace- Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house is a five-bay Colonial featuring a slate gable roof and three dormer 
windows on the front. Dentils and small paired modillions are found on the cornice. The center 
entrance is framed by side lights and covered by a gabled porch with dentil molding and square 
supports. The sash is 6/6 and the first-floor windows are topped with a half round detail in brick with 
a diamond motif in the center. An enclosed sun porch and deck is located on the chimney side toward 
the north-east, over a cellar-level garage. Chestnut Hill Terrace was laid out as Newton Street in 1928, 
and in 1930 its name was changed to Chestnut Hill Terrace. The street was developed in stages, with 
12 Chestnut Hill built in the initial development stage between 1928 and 1931.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for work on the 
gutters, soffit, fascia, and possibly the flat rubber roof depending on damage. The applicant is 
proposing replacing the wood gutter with fiberglass, replicating the existing profile. Any rotted fascia 
or soffit components which are rotted is proposed for replacement using composite board. While 
included in the application, the sunroom roof is flat and not visible from the public way, thus not 
reviewable by the Chestnut Hill HDC.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application:  https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/886612  
Compiled 12 Chestnut Hill Terrace 
Assessors database map  
Photos of elevations 
Detail photos 
Installation manual 
Wood Replacement Gutter- about Fiberglass 
MHC Form B 

 

30 Kingsbury Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Built on a rubblestone foundation, the two-story dwelling with a gambrel roof exhibits 
Queen Anne characteristics. The plan is unique with a central two-story projecting polygonal bay with the 
entrance door set on a diagonal in the corner formed by the main mass and bay. Other elements are oriels and 
dormers, the Palladian window, and short columns on the front porch. The main gambrel roof block with front 
projecting bay also has a two-story side ell, two-story rear ell, and a greenhouse projecting from the Suffolk Road 
gable end. The house was built in 1891 as one of the earliest subdivisions of Isaac Kingsbury’s land.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for various alterations to 
the house. On the North side of the house, the applicant is proposing a small single-story addition between the 
existing garage and house to create a mud room. Visibility is limited through vegetation.  

On the East side of the house, the applicant is requesting to remove the greenhouse to accommodate a bay for 
the kitchen and an extended deck. The bay windows are proposed to be Marvin Wood Ultimate French 
Casements. The door and window schedule will be reorganized. The new French door onto the deck will be a 
Marbin Wood Ultimate in-swing French Door. The deck extension will have painted rails, pickets, and caps. The 
decking will be stained mahogany. The porch skirt will have painted trim and lattice. The stair risers will also be 
painted with stair tread will be stained mahogany. The applicant is proposing to extend the dormer in alignment 
with the new bay window. The two small windows in the gable end will be replaced with one single window to 
be consistent with the other gable window.  

On the South side, the applicant is proposing to remove the second greenhouse. The second story of the 
projecting polygonal bay, the applicant is requesting to match the footprint of the first-floor projecting bay 
section. To differentiate the two levels, flared siding and band trim at the base of the second-floor bay is 
proposed. Decorative pilasters are proposed between curved glass windows with a continuous sill to emulate a 
sleeping porch or loggia. The bay will be topped with a decorative curved railing. There is a small jog in the 
chimney, which the applicants are requesting to remove.  

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/886612


5 

The applicants are requesting to remove and infill the existing pool to accommodate the expansion of the deck 
and patio. Asphalt roof shingles will remain, and any repairs or additions will match the existing. All existing 
clapboards will remain, and any repairs or new clapboards will match the existing dimensions, exposure, and 
treatments. All work on trim will also match the existing dimensions and profiles. The whole house will be 
repainted to match the existing by using paint samples. Replacement of existing windows will match in sizing 
and muntin patterns using Marvin Wood Ultimate Double-Hung units or Marvin Magnum Double-hung for larger 
windows. The new and replaced curved windows on the front projecting bay will be custom made by Boston 
Sash or other equal. The muntin patterns will match the existing.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/886589  

Compiled 30 Kingsbury Road 
Assessors database map  
Photos of existing conditions 
Existing building elevations 
Existing site plan 
Project Narrative and Project/Material Specifications 
Proposed site plan 
Demolition plans 
Proposed roof plan 
Proposed elevations 
Proposed sections 
MHC Form B 

 
 
Administrative discussion 

Approval of Minutes 

Election of Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/886589

