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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  September 18th, 2025 
     
DATE:  September 12th, 2025 
 
TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   
FROM:   Kimberly Crocker, Senior Preservation Planner 
     
SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process 
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill 
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 
 
 
Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the review of the Local Historic District Review applications. 
 
256 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

Notes: The commission has full jurisdiction over demolition and new structures. Commission can only 
make non-binding recommendations for changes to existing structures UNLESS changes would be 
visible from a public way.  

Exterior features of properties located on Nos. 147 through 256 Chestnut Hill Road that are only 
visible from a private way are subject to limited review per Newton Ordinance Sec. 22-42(c). The 
commission has authority to regulate exterior features of these properties that are visible from a 
public way per Newton Ordinance Sec. 22-42(e) 

The side and rear of the building are visible from Middlesex Road across the field of Brimmer & May 
School.  

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: In 1822 Captain Joseph Lee left Salem, MA to leave his seafaring work for that of a 
farmer. He bought the central portion of Chestnut Hill in 1822 from Henry Hovey. Joseph Lee’s grandniece 
married Leverett Saltonstall, who came into ownership of the property upon which 256 Chestnut Hill Road was 
constructed along with other ancillary structures. The largest of those ancillary structures includes the building 
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in this application, which appears on early maps following the construction of the main house. It is a side gambrel 
structure with a gabled entrance. The rear extension features a gable-on-hip roof.   

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to strip the roof. A new ice 
and shield barrier to be applied six feet from the roofline up. Synthetic paper will be applied above the ice and 
water shield to cover the remaining exposed wood. The roof will be re-shingled. Also included in the application 
is the installation of aluminum drip edge along eaves, aluminum rake, copper gutter, composite soffit and fascia 
board, select new downspouts, and primed cedar clapboards.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/878018  
Compiled File  
Assessors database map 
Inspection docs. 
Scope of work 
MHC Form B 
 
65 Old England Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house is a reconstruction. The garden shed is a small ancillary structure on the 
rear of the lot. Visible from the road, and surrounded by green space. It features a side gable roof with a 
pedimented gable above the entry. The three-bay shed features 6/6 windows flanking the double barn doors. 
There is a chimney on the left side of the structure.  
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to install new siding, roof, 
and replace windows and doors. The existing windows are 6/6 wood, while the proposed windows are white 
double hung vinyl 1/1. The siding is currently wood painted white, while the proposed siding is red cedar finger 
jointed bevel siding. The trim will be a softwood board. All materials will be painted to match the existing. The 
shingles will be replaced matching the existing.  

Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/888887  
Compiled file 
Assessors database map  
Photos of the building 
Close up photos of the windows 
Examples of materials 
MHC Form B 
 
17 Old England Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1907 Colonial Revival style house was first occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Edwin 
Garsia. There is no information in the records on who the architect was, but Arthur G. Rotch designed the 1912 
garage. Suzanne Lipsky designed the addition and deck. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to revise previously 
approved plans from July 21, 2024. The approved garage doors featured three divided lites at the top and two 
sections of vertical board for each set of three lites. The requested change is a garage door featuring 6 lites on 
top with three sections of vertical board. Additionally, the windows on the addition were initially proposed to 
remain. However, the applicant is seeking to make the four windows on the first-floor rear of the addition match 
those on the second-floor and front of the addition for design consistency. Finally, they are proposing to match 
the side doors on the addition to match the front patio doors, also for design consistency.  

Note: garage fascia work is an in-kind replacement and approved by staff. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED:,  
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/891718  
Photos of property and abutters 
Photos of existing garage doors 
Proposed design and previous approval 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/878018
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/888887
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/891718
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Photos of existing front door 
Proposal for replacement 
Previously approved design of original addition 
Proposal of changes 
MHC Form B 
 
Administrative discussion 

Approval of Minutes 
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