Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report

City of Newton
In City Council

Present: Councilors Grossman (Chair), Lucas, Block, Bixby, Wright and Greenberg

Absent: Councilors Downs, and Lipof

City Staff: Captain Dan Devine

All agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link:
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/public-safety-transportation-committee

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following
link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95EzU0gj4dM&list=PLqJiDbsvfNjVWX8R9k0Ox5M OQURb-
iS39

#228-25 Requesting authorization to accept Massachusetts General Laws
Chapter 40, Section 71
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept Massachusetts
General Laws Chapter 40, Section 71 to authorize the installation and
operation of cameras on school buses to enforce violations when a vehicle
illegally passes a bus that has stopped to allow students to get on or off the

bus.
Action: Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0
Note: Captain Dan Devine of the Newton Police Department joined the committee to

discuss the request to accept Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 71. A copy of the
statue is attached. Captain Devine explained that this is a new State law that would allow for
the installation of cameras on school buses. This will give the Police Department the ability to
issue $250 tickets to vehicles that pass the school buses when the flashing lights are on. Captain
Devine noted that this is currently being used in other states. The Bus Patrol will be the ones to
validate and send the citations to the Newton Police Department. Then the violations will be
sent to the owner of the vehicle, with no points added to the driver’s license. The program aims
to improve safety and reduce violations, with potential for future expansions to other types of
violations.
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A councilor raised concerns regarding privacy and potential unintended consequences of the
camera program. Captain Devine explained that there will be someone from the Police
Department examining the footage to determine if it is truly a violation and the recordings are
discarded within 30 days if it is not needed for court purposes.

A councilor asked about the financial aspects of the program. Captain Devine explained that the
programs aim to be self-sustaining and explained that the cameras can be removed from the
bus if the City were to enter into a new five-year contract with a different bus company.

A councilor questioned where the cameras will be installed and if bikes will also be included.
Captain Devine explained that since the ticket will be sent to the owner of the vehicle they
wouldn’t be able to determine this with a bike. The cameras will be installed on the side of the
bus and only capturing images outside of the bus.

A councilor asked how the public will be notified of the new program and what will be the lag
time between the violation and the issuing of the ticket. Captain Devine explained that they will
use their resources to advertise the program, this can include signs, social media and
potentially the mayors newsletter. He also noted that the program will start with a warning
period and then they will issue tickets. The lag time will be within two weeks, which is required
by law.

Councilor Lucas made a motioned to approve which passed unanimously.

The Committee adjourned at 8:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Becky Grossman, Chair
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August 4, 2025

Honorable City Council
Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton Centre, MA 02459

-Councilors:

I respectfully submit a docket item to your Honorable Council requesting authorization for the City of
Newton to accept Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, § 71. The statute is part of a bill that was
approved by the Massachusetts legislature and the Governor earlier this year which authorizes the
installation and operation of cameras on school buses to enforce violations when a vehicle illegally passes
a bus that has stopped to allow students to get on or off the bus.

Under the new law, if a violation is captured by a camera installed on a school bus, the vehicle operator
can be issued fines for the infraction.

The City must accept the statute in order for the Newton Police Department — working with the Newton
Public Schools and Eastern Bus (our school bus contractor) — to implement such a school bus violation

detection monitoring system. We believe such a system will improve safety for our students.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

E, - hannt. Fuller

Mayor Ruthanne Fuller
City of Newton

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459

www.newtonma.gov



§ 71. School bus violation detection monitoring systems; installation..., MA ST 40 § 71

Massachusetts General Laws Annotated
Part I. Administration of the Government (Ch. 1-182)
Title VII. Cities, Towns and Districts (Ch. 39-49a)
Chapter 40. Powers and Duties of Cities and Towns (Refs & Annos)

M.G.L.A. 40§ 71
§ 71. School bus violation detection monitoring systems; installation and operation

Currentness

<[ Text of section added by 2024, 399, Sec. | effective January 10, 2025.]>

(a) As used in this section, the following words shall, unless the context clearly requires otherwise, have the following meanings:
“District”, as defined in section 2 of chapter 70.
“School bus violation detection monitoring system” or “system”, as defined in section 14C of chapter 90.

“Violation”, as defined in section 14C of chapter 90.

(b) A city or town that accepts this section may install and operate a school bus violation detection monitoring system on a
school bus to enforce violations pursuant to sections 14 and 14C of chapter 90. Any such system shall be used solely to monitor
and detect violations of motor vehicle operators who overtake or fail to stop for a school bus in violation of said section 14
of said chapter 90.

(c)(1) A city or town that accepts this section may enter into an agreement with a private vendor or manufacturer to provide
a school bus violation detection monitoring system, including the installation, operation and maintenance of such systems, on
each bus within its fleet whether the school bus is owned or leased.

(2) Any money paid to the manufacturer or vendor of a school bus violation detection monitoring system, including, but not
limited to, equipment, shall be based upon the value of the system and equipment installed and the recurring services provided
in support of the school bus violation detection monitoring system, including the processing of evidence files, cost of the
technology provided and maintenance of such technology, and shall not be based upon the revenue generated by the use of
the system.

(3) An agreement to provide a school bus violation detection monitoring system under this section shall only become effective
after consent by the applicable district, through a vote of a majority of its governing school committee.

Credits
Added by St.2024, ¢. 399, § 1, eff. Jan. 10, 2025.
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M.G.L.A.40 § 71, MA ST 40 § 71
Current through the 2024 2nd Annual Session. Some sections may be more current, see credits for details.
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