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7:45PM, Hybrid 

To be reported on 
                            Monday, September 15, 2025 

The City Council will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting in the City Hall Chambers 
Monday, September 15, 2025, at 7:45 PM. To view this meeting on Zoom use this link: 

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/89604672942  

 

at the above date and time: 

One tap mobile 
US: +13092053325, 829 1739 1028 

 
Land line 

+1 309 205 3325 US  
Webinar ID: 896 0467 2942 

 

You may also: 

1. Watch a live broadcast of the meeting on NewTV’s government channel (Comcast 9, RCN 
13, 614(HD), Verizon 33). 

2. View a live stream on NewTV’s Youtube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ 

1 

City of Newton 

In City Council Items to be Acted Upon 

  

 
1 The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please 
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of 
the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-
1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/89604672942
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
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Referred to Land Use Committee 

09/09/2025 

Present: Councilors Kelley (Chair), Block, Downs, Farrell, Leary, Lucas, Laredo and Lobovits; 
also present: Councilors Humphrey, Getz and Malakie 

#190-25 Request to change from a nonconforming warehouse use to a multi-family 
dwelling, to increase height, to waive certain dimensional requirements 
relative to parking and to allow a free-standing sign at 44 Oak Street 
ROBERT CICCHETTI petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to 
reconfigure the interior to accommodate six residential dwelling units and to 
allow for a free standing sign near the main driveway entrance at 44 Oak 
Street, Ward 5, 27,878 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MR1. Ref: Sec. 3.4.1, 
7.8.2.C.2, 3.2.2.A.3, 9.2.5, 5.1.8.A.2, 5.1.13, 5.1.8.D.1, 5.2.13.A, 5.4.2.B. 1, 
7.3.3, of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

   Land Use Held 8-0 on 07/08/2025 
Land Use Approved 6-0   

  

#216-25 Request to Rezone 2 parcels to Multi Residence 1 
NANCY SAMILJAN/DAVID M SLOVICK 2011 TRUST petition for SPECIAL 
PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to rezone 2 parcels as follows: Dudley Road 
parcel (Single Residence 1) and Brandeis Road Parcel (Single Residence 2), 
Section 81 Block 51 Lot 3A, Section 81 Block 81 Lot 03, Section 81, Block 51, 
Lot 0050R to Multi Residence 1. 
Land Use Held 5-0 (Councilor Downs Not Voting)  
 

#217-25 Request for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to allow 71 single-family 
attached dwellings in 27 buildings total with associated dimensional waivers 
and inclusionary zoning exceptions at 85 Dudley Rd  
NANCY SAMILJAN/DAVID M SLOVICK 2011 TRUST petition for SPECIAL 
PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to construct 70 single family attached 
dwellings in 26 buildings and maintain the existing single-family dwelling for a 
total of 71 units in 27 buildings, Ward 8, Newton , on land known as Section 
81 Block 51 Lot 3A, Section 81 Block 81 Lot 03, Section 81, Block 51, Lot 0R 
containing  approximately 652,519 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SINGLE 
RESIDENCE1 and 2. Ref: Sec. 3.4.1,3.2.4,5.4.2.B.1, 5.11.4, 5.11.5.A.2 of 
Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

   Land Use Held 5-0 (Councilor Downs Not Voting)  
  

#241-25 Class 2 Auto Dealers License 
   ATLANTIC CAR CONNECT LLC 207 River Street, West Newton, MA 02465 

Land Use Approved 6-0   
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#242-25 Class 2 Auto Dealers License 

PRESTIGE AUTO IMPORTS INC 78 Truman Road, Newton Centre, MA 02459 
   Land Use Approved 6-0   

  

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee 

09/08/2025 

Present: Councilors Baker (Chair), Oliver, Albright, Wright, Kalis, Getz, Danberg, and 
Krintzman; also present: Councilor Malakie, Kelley, and Block 

#235-25 Reappointment of Elizabeth Sweet to the Zoning Board of Appeals 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Elizabeth Sweet, 281 Lexington Street, 
Auburndale as a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals for a term of office 
set to expire on September 19, 2028. (60 Days: 10/10/2025) 
Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0   

#236-25 Appointment of Ruth Goldman to the Community Preservation Committee 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Ruth Goldman, 117 Cypress Street, #2, 
Newton as a member of the Community Preservation Committee for a term 
of office set to expire on September 15, 2028. (60 Days: 10/10/2025) 

   Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0   
  

#237-25 Reappointment of Martin Smargiassi to the Community Preservation 
Committee 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Martin Smargiassi, 20 Fern Street, 
Auburndale as a member of the Community Preservation Committee for a 
term of office set to expire on July 10, 2028. (60 Days: 10/10/2025) 

   Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0   

#258-24 Discussion and possible amendments to Zoning Ordinances concerning 
Manufacturing District in Nonantum.  
COUNCILORS GREENBERG, LEARY, AND OLIVER requesting a review, 
discussion and possible changes to the manufacturing (MAN) zone 
immediately adjacent to the Nonantum village center area. The review and 
discussion should leverage the relevant findings from the California St 
Manufacturing zone study conducted in 2022-2023 and augment findings as 
needed. 

   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0   

#28-25  Request for addition of maximum residential facade build out ratio to 
Chapter 30, Zoning 
ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEE requesting addition of a maximum 
residential facade build out ratio to Chapter 30, Zoning to aid in new 
development being contextual to the surrounding neighborhood.  
Zoning & Planning Held; Public Hearing Set for 03/24/25 6-0 (Councilor Kalis 
Not Voting) on 02/26/2025 
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   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 03/24/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 04/14/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 05/12/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 6-0-1 (Councilor Oliver Abstained) on 06/09/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held; Public Hearing Set for 10/14/25 8-0 
  

#302-24 Aligning zoning to proposed use in new development 
COUNCILORS OLIVER, WRIGHT, LUCAS, MALAKIE, KALIS, FARRELL, 
GREENBERG, GETZ, AND LOBOVITS requesting discussion and possible zoning 
ordinance changes to align zoning to the proposed use for by right or special 
permit projects for new build or major renovations. The goal would be to 
further improve consistency in lot utilization (eg., setbacks, open space) and 
structure (eg., massing, height, FAR) within a neighborhood. 

   Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 10/10/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 05/12/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0   
  

#41-24  Amend the setbacks in the MR zones to encourage preservation of existing 
buildings 
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, KRINTZMAN, AND LEARY seeking a 
discussion with the Planning Department to consider ordinance amendments 
that would revise the metrics in the multi-residence (MR1, MR2 and MR3) 
zones, to regulate the size of new buildings better, enable a wider range of 
housing options close to public transit, and better incentivize preservation 
and renovation of existing housing stock. 
Zoning & Planning Held on 02/15/2024, 03/11/2024, 04/08/2024, 
05/13/2024, 07/22/2024, 09/09/2024 

   Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 10/10/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 10/28/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 11/14/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 12/19/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/27/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 6-0 (Councilor Kalis Not Voting) on 02/26/2025 
  Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 03/24/2025 
  Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 04/14/2025 
  Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 05/12/2025 

Zoning & Planning Held 6-0-1 (Councilor Oliver Abstaining) on 06/09/2025 
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0   

  

#85-24  Request for discussion and possible amendments to enhance the 
preservation of existing homes.   
COUNCILORS BAKER, OLIVER, MALAKIE, KALIS, GETZ, LUCAS, LOBOVITS, 
WRIGHT, BLOCK, AND FARRELL requesting a discussion and possible 
amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning or other City Ordinances to enhance the 
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preservation of existing homes over their replacement by larger and more 
expensive structures. 
Zoning & Planning Held on 02/15/24, 03/11/24, 04/08/24, 05/13/24, 
07/22/24, 09/09/24, 10/10/24, 10/28/24 

   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 11/14/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 12/19/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/27/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 6-0 (Councilor Kalis Not Voting) on 02/26/2025 
  Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 03/24/2025 
  Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 04/14/2025 
  Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 05/12/2025 
  Zoning & Planning Held 6-0-1 (Councilor Oliver Abstaining) on 06/09/2025 
  Zoning & Planning Held 8-0   
  

Referred to Programs & Services Committee 

09/03/2025 

Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Humphrey, Malakie, Oliver, Baker, and Farrell; 
absent: Councilors Micley and Lobovits; also present: Councilor Bixby 

#214-25 Reappointment of Jane Brown to the Commission on Disability  
HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Jane Brown, 104 Atwood Avenue, 
Newtonville, as a member of the Commission on Disability for a term of office 
set to expire on July 31, 2028. (60 Days: 10/10/2025) 

   Programs & Services Approved 5-0 (Councilor Oliver Not Voting)  

#229-25 Reappointment of Sheila Butts to the Parks & Recreation Commission 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Sheila Butts, 112 Spiers Road, Newton 
as a member of the Parks & Recreation Commission for a term of office set to 
expire on September 18, 2028. (60 Days: 10/10/2025) 

   Programs & Services Approved 5-0 (Councilor Oliver Not Voting)  
 
#231-25 Appointment of Elijah Lavin to the Human Rights Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Elijah Lavin, 274 Newtonville Avenue, 
Newtonville as a member of the Human Rights Commission for a term of 
office set to expire on September 15, 2028. (60 Days: 10/10/2025) 

   Programs & Services Approved 6-0   
  
#232-25 Appointment of Jesse King to the Commission on Disability 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Jesse King, 566 Sawmill Brook Parkway, 
Newton Centre as a member of the Commission on Disability for a term of 
office set to expire on September 15, 2028. (60 Days: 10/10/2025) 
Programs & Services Approved 6-0   
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#233-25 Reappointment of Thomas Elkind to the Newton Commonwealth 

Foundation 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Thomas Elkind, 29 Wamesit Road, 
Waban as a member of the Newton Commonwealth Foundation for a term of 
office set to expire on September 18, 2028. (60 Days: 10/10/2025) 
Programs & Services Approved 5-0 (Councilor Oliver Not Voting)  

  

#234-25 Appointment of Susan Lyon to the Urban Tree Commission 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Susan Lyon, 367 Woodward Street, 
Waban as a member of the Urban Tree Commission for a term of office set to 
expire on September 15, 2028. (60 Days: 10/10/2025) 

   Programs & Services Approved 5-0-1 (Councilor Farrell Abstained)  
  

#259-25 Request to set Early Voting Hours for the November 4 Municipal Election 
THE CITY CLERK requesting to set early voting hours for the November 4, 2025 
Municipal Election on the following dates, location, and times recommended 
by the Election Commission: A total of five days; Saturday October 25, 2025 
11a-5p, Sunday October 26, 2025 11a-5p, Monday October 27, 2025 8:30a-
8p, Tuesday October 28, 2025 8:30a-5p, and Wednesday October 29 8:30a-5p 
at Newton City Hall, 1000 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton MA 02459.  
Programs & Services Approved 6-0   

  

#373-24 Requesting a discussion with Parks, Recreation and Culture about restroom 
facilities at city fields 
COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN, LUCAS, FARRELL, LOBOVITS, DOWNS, HUMPHREY, 
LAREDO, AND BIXBY requesting a discussion with the Parks, Recreation and 
Culture Department about the restroom facilities, or lack thereof, at our city 
parks. The discussion should include information about what restroom 
facilities are currently available, and which fields lack any restroom options. 
The discussion should also include an estimate for what resources would be 
necessary to upgrade those options at fields across the city.  
Programs & Services Held 7-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting) on 11/20/2024 
Programs & Services Held 6-0 (Councilor Lobovits Not Voting) on 
06/18/2025 
Programs & Services Voted No Action Necessary 5-0 (Councilor Oliver Not 
Voting)  

 

Referred to Programs & Services Committee 
09/11/2025 

  
Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Humphrey, Malakie, Oliver, Baker, and Farrell; 
absent: Councilors Micley and Lobovits; also present: Councilors Grossman, Bixby, Kelley, 
Laredo, Kalis, Gentile, and Albright 
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#192-25 Public Meeting with City Clerk/Clerk of the Council candidates 

CITY CLERK PRELIMINARY SCREENING COMMITTEE submitting recommended 
candidates for the City Clerk/Clerk of the Council position for review by the 
Programs & Services Committee and recommendation to the City Council.  
Programs & Services Voted to recommend Andrew Willison as the City 
Clerk/Clerk of the Council 6-0 

 

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee 

09/03/2025 

Present: Councilors Grossman (Chair), Lucas, Block, Bixby, Wright and Greenberg; absent: 
Councilors Downs, and Lipof 

 

#228-25 Requesting authorization to accept Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, 
Section 71 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 40, Section 71 to authorize the installation and 
operation of cameras on school buses to enforce violations when a vehicle 
illegally passes a bus that has stopped to allow students to get on or off the 
bus.  
Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0  

  

Referred to Public Facilities Committee 

09/03/2025 

Present: Councilors Albright, Danberg, Gentile, Getz, Kalis, Kelley, Leary, and Laredo; also 
present: Councilors Lobovits, Lucas, and Oliver 

#193-25 Requesting a discussion with the Department of Public Works about 
standard procedures for road work  
COUNCILORS OLIVER, LUCAS, MALAKIE, WRIGHT, MICLEY, BLOCK, and 
FARRELL requesting a discussion with the Department of Public Works about 
standard procedures for road work. The discussion should include procedures 
from planning, communications with neighbors and impacted parties, norms 
for police details, contractors used, work hours, noise, debris and dust 
mitigation, road closures, and hours of operation. 
Public Facilities Voted No Action Necessary 8-0   

  

#199-25(2) Request for a grant of location in Colgate Road and Hagar Street  
NATIONAL GRID petition for a grant of location to install and maintain gas 
main in Colgate Road and Hagar Street as follows:  
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Approximately 420 feet of 4-inch, Plastic in Colgate Rd from Grove St 
to end of main at #15 Colgate Rd to replace approximately 420 feet of 4-inch, 
Bare Steel (1948)  

Approximately 180 feet of 4-inch, Plastic in Hagar St from Grove St to 
end of main at #17 Hagar St to replace approximately 180 feet of 2-inch, 
Coated Steel (1961).  
Public Facilities Held 6-0 on 07/16/2025  
Public Facilities Voted No Action Necessary 8-0; Public Hearing Closed   

 

#200-25 Request for a grant of location in Washington Street  
NATIONAL GRID petition for a grant of location to install and maintain gas 
main in Washington Street as follows:   

Main Extension: Install approximately 46 feet of 6-inch Plastic main 
from Washington St (MNEW WO#1616332) to a new gas main in Kempton 
Place (a private way).   
Public Facilities Held 6-0 on 07/16/2025 
Public Facilities Approved Subject to Second Call 8-0; Public Hearing Closed   

  

#221-25 Eversource petition for a grant of location in Washington Street 
EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install and 
maintain approximately 30 feet of conduit from manhole #7044 within 
Washington Street (a public way) towards the north and onto Dunstan Street 
(this portion of Dunstan Street is a private way).   
Public Facilities Approved 8-0; Public Hearing Closed   

  
#222-25 Eversource petition for a grant of location in Centre Street 

EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install and 
maintain an anchor guy on pole 73/34 approximately 15 feet northwest of 
pole location, approximately 278 feet north of Cotton Street on the westerly 
side of Centre Street.    
Public Facilities Approved 8-0; Public Hearing Closed   

  

#56-25  Request for a main drain extension at 132 Homer Street 
BETSY HARPER, 19 Fairmont Ave, Newton, petitioning for a main drain 
extension that begins at an end of the line drain manhole near #16 & #17 
Chapin Road and extends approximately 482 feet easterly to the end of 
Chapin Road. This will provide a means for overflow connections to the 
proposed on-site infiltration system that was designed for the new dwellings. 
The overflow connections will be provided to the dwellings along the 
proposed drain main extension.  PETITIONER TO PAY ENTIRE COST  
Public Facilities Held 6-0 on 03/19/2025 

   Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 05/07/2025 
Public Facilities Approved 3-2-1 (Councilors Kelley, Getz Opposed) 
(Councilor Laredo Abstained) on 07/28/2025 



Reports Docket, Monday, September 15, 2025 
Continued 

Page 206 
 

City Council Voted to Recommit to Public Facilities Committee 22-0 on 
09/02/2025  
Public Facilities Held 8-0   

  

Referred to Finance Committee 

09/08/2025 

Present: Councilors Gentile (Chair), Malakie, Greenberg, Bixby, Humphrey, Lipof and 
Grossman; absent: Councilor Micley 

#253-25 Acceptance of a $23,400 grant from the Executive Office of Public Safety & 
Security for Emergency Dispatch  
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting to accept and expend a grant for the 
sum of twenty-three thousand four hundred dollars ($23,400) from the 
Executive Office of Public Safety and Security's Office of Grants and Research 
for covering the cost of expert case review and reporting of Emergency 
Medical Dispatch calls.  
Finance Approved 6-0 (Councilor Lipof Not Voting)  

  

#254-25 Acceptance of a $249,295 grant for Newton Bluebikes from MassDot Shared 
Streets and Spaces 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting the authorization to accept and expend a 
grant of the sum of two hundred forty-nine thousand two hundred ninety-five 
dollars ($249,295) from MassDOT Shared Streets and Spaces program for the 
installation of four new stations, piloting winter operations, and optimizing 
locations by relocating under performing stations to higher priority locations.  
Finance Approved 6-0 (Councilor Lipof Not Voting)  

  

#255-25 Acceptance of a $378,505.60 grant from the Boston Metropolitan 
Organization  
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting the acceptance and expenditure of a 
grant in the sum of three hundred seventy-eight thousand five hundred five 
dollars and sixty cents ($378,505.60) from the Boston Metropolitan 
Organization's Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2026 Community Connections 
Program to purchase bicycle racks, bike shelters, and the installation of 
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons.  
Finance Approved 6-0 (Councilor Lipof Not Voting)  
 

#257-25 Acceptance of a grant of Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting the acceptance of a grant of Rectangular 
Rapid Flashing Beacons from the Vulnerable Road User Assessment Program 
of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation.  
Finance Approved 6-0 (Councilor Lipof Not Voting)  

  
#258-25 Authorization to enter into a contract greater than three years 
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HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to enter into a contract for 
the Greater Boston bike share system for a term of five (5) years and an 
option to renew for two additional two-year terms.  
Finance Approved 7-0   

  

 


