
Public Facilities Committee Report 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

Wednesday, September 3, 2025 

Present: Councilors Albright, Danberg, Gentile, Getz, Kalis, Kelley, Leary, and Laredo 

Also present: Councilors Lobovits, Lucas, and Oliver 

City Staff: Commissioner of Public Works Shawna Sullivan, Construction Coordinator Terry Crowley, 
Chief Operating Officer Jonathan Yeo, Associate City Engineer John Daghlian, Senior Assistant City 
Solicitor Andrew Lee  

All Public Facilities agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link: 
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/public-facilities-committee  

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: https://www.youtube.com/live/xJImDPrYm0M?si=CfOteuHTjpSWTYS5.   

Public Hearing 03-19-2025 
#56-25  

Action: 

Request for a main drain extension at 132 Homer Street 
Betsy Harper, 19 Fairmont Ave, Newton, petitioning for a main drain extension 
that begins at an end of the line drain manhole near #16 & #17 Chapin Road and 
extends approximately 482 feet easterly to the end of Chapin Road. This will 
provide a means for overflow connections to the proposed on-site infiltration 
system that was designed for the new dwellings. The overflow connections will be 
provided to the dwellings along the proposed drain main extension.  PETITIONER 
TO PAY ENTIRE COST 
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/861204 
Public Facilities Held 6-0 on 03-19-25; Public Hearing Continued 
Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 05-07-25; Public Hearing Continued 
Public Facilities Approved 3-2-1 on 07-28-25 (Councilors Kelley and Getz 
Opposed) (Councilor Laredo Abstained); Public Hearing Closed 
City Council Voted to Recommit to Public Facilities Committee 22-0 on 09-02-25
Public Facilities Held 8-0 

Note:                The Chair noted that this item was referred back to the Committee to discuss 
engaging a third-party peer reviewer due to the conflicting engineering reports that the 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/public-facilities-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/public-facilities-committee
https://www.youtube.com/live/xJImDPrYm0M?si=CfOteuHTjpSWTYS5
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/861204
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Committee has received. As the nature of the discussion would be procedural, she added there 
would be no public comment at this meeting.  

Councilor Kelley brought forward the following for discussion: 

“Motion to authorize the City to engage an independent third-party engineer with expertise in 
stormwater management and design, for which the Applicant has agreed to pay the fees, to 
review and provide input on:  

1. The plans submitted by the Applicant for the proposed main drain extension;
2. The memos submitted by Everett Brooks Company and Chessia Consulting Services LLC, 

and their addenda and amendments;
3. The stormwater analysis by the proposed roadway in the subdivision and potential 

development of the lots, including the viability for the lots to comply with the 
requirements of the City’s Stormwater Ordinance;

4. Review the impact of the Applicant’s proposed improvements to Chapin Road related to 
stormwater.”

The Chair asked Commissioner Sullivan to provide details on the selection process. Commissioner 
Sullivan explained that the Department of Public Works (DPW) would meet internally and discuss 
the options, mentioning they have multiple consultants that fit the role. She added that the 
consultants are always impartial, as the DPW only provides their scope and requests 
recommendations, without directing them in any way. 
A councilor suggested that the peer reviewer options be discussed with the neighbors and the 
Petitioner to reach a consensus. The Chair responded that Senior Assistant City Solicitor Andrew 
Lee had let her know it is inappropriate to ask anyone other than the DPW to select the peer 
reviewer.  

Mr. Lee further explained that the process can only be independent and unbiased if the City alone 
selects the reviewer – allowing the Petitioner or opponents of the petition to participate in the 
selection renders the process biased. He added that the reviewer would be chosen following the 
City’s procurement process, based on qualifications, services offered, and bid price. 

A councilor emphasized he would consider this new expert’s review for his decision but would 
not bind himself to it. 

Responding to another councilor’s inquiry, Mr. Lee explained that the Board of Survey’s 
subdivision and the Council’s main drain extension are two separate and distinct processes. The 
Board of Survey’s approval of the subdivision has no bearing on the discretion of the Committee 
in granting a main drain extension or not. 

The Chair asked Betsy Harper, the Petitioner, whether she would be willing to pay for this peer 
review. She responded that she would want to see the scope written out and that she is willing 
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to pay for the peer review up to a sum of $5,000. In the case of a higher amount, she would 
review and likely approve it. 
 
Councilor Kelley moved to approve authorization for a peer review, as detailed above, which 
passed unanimously.  
 
#193-25 Requesting a discussion with the Department of Public Works about standard 

road work procedures 
COUNCILORS OLIVER AND LUCAS requesting a discussion with the Department of 
Public Works about standard procedures for road work. The discussion should 
include procedures from planning, communications with neighbors and impacted 
parties, norms for police details, contractors used, work hours, noise, debris and 
dust mitigation, road closures, and hours of operation. 

Action:  Public Facilities Voted No Action Necessary 8-0 
 
Note:                Commissioner Sullivan and Construction Coordinator Terry Crowley joined the 
Committee to present this item. Commissioner Sullivan explained she had submitted substantial 
information on how the DPW handles road work planning and what standards are used to 
determine what mitigation is needed.  
 
A councilor explained this item stemmed from, though was not limited to, the incident on June 
26th on Adams Street. He understood that the work took place at night due to lessened traffic 
but asked for clarification on the lack of police detail, the road remaining open to traffic, and the 
amount of dust and smoke created from the equipment. He asked how the City would feel about 
instituting a process for neighbors to be notified, acknowledging this would be challenging.  
 
Commissioner Sullivan agreed that communication on this project was not great. She noted the 
DPW had met with the St. Mary of Carmen Society several times previously, though not right 
before the event, and that notice had not been sent. The DPW does all its line painting at night, 
and generally does not notice it as it is a quick process causing limited disruption. She expressed 
they should have done a better job at giving notice for the grinding, however. They used 
equipment integrated with a high-power vacuum that removes dust and debris generated by the 
grinding operation, which is used throughout Massachusetts and is compliant with 
environmental regulations. She lastly noted the DPW requested and was approved for police 
detail, but it got called away. 
 
A councilor asked whether cars would have been driving on the street if the police detail had 
been present. Commissioner Sullivan responded that the police would manage traffic and likely 
allow cars to pass. 
 
Another councilor asked whether it is unusual for a police detail to be called away. Commissioner 
Sullivan replied that it does happen, usually due to another emergency taking precedent. 
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Another councilor suggested that he would follow up with the Newton Police Department (NPD) 
and include Commissioner Sullivan in his communications. 
 
Another councilor noted there had been a failure in communication to the Ward 1 councilors, 
especially given the sensitivity of this project. Commissioner Sullivan agreed and added this 
would not happen moving forward. She noted the DPW has also changed its policy about the 
noise ordinance for line striping, now requesting that all DPW contractors pull noise waivers, 
including for line painting operations. 
 
Another councilor commented that there should be criteria to prevent construction from going 
forward if the police detail does not show up. Commissioner Sullivan responded that there is 
language in the DPW’s contracts for this purpose, outlining the requirements for traffic 
management and police details. The DPW has spoken with the contractors multiple times about 
the topic.  
 
The Committee continued discussing notification for this project. 
 
Responding to a councilor’s inquiry, Commissioner Sullivan noted that a Construction Map exists 
on the City of Newton website under Government > Public Works Projects and Construction 
Information, which shows up-to-date construction information. 
 
Councilor Danberg moved to vote No Action Necessary, which passed unanimously.  
 
Public Hearing 07-16-2025 
#200-25 Request for a grant of location in Washington Street  
 NATIONAL GRID petition for a grant of location to install and maintain gas main in 

Washington Street as follows:  

• Main Extension: Install approximately 46 feet of 6-inch Plastic main from 
Washington St (MNEW WO#1616332) to a new gas main in Kempton Place (a 
private way).  

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/841965     
  Public Facilities Held 6-0 on 07-16-25; Public Hearing Continued 

Action:  Public Facilities Approved Subject to Second Call 8-0; Public Hearing Closed 
 
Note:               The Chair summarized that the Committee had previously asked the owners 
whether they would be willing to go all electric for this project and held the item to give them 
time to explore the option. The Petitioner has agreed to go all electric but would request a gas 
line for heating in the winter construction season. The pipe would then be capped off.  
 
Mary Mulroney, Permit Representative from National Grid, presented the item. She detailed the 
original request aimed to use gas for commercial cooking. 
 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/841965
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The Chair added that the construction manager and project owner sent emails, attached to this 
report, requesting temporary gas and agreeing to move the project to all-electric afterwards. 
 
A councilor raised the issue that the project’s construction will go on for years over three phases. 
She asked what would happen to the gas line if it were capped off and needed in the future. 
 
Councilor Kalis motioned to approve subject to second call, stating that additional information 
regarding construction phasing, how the gas will be used – specifically confirming that it will be 
used solely for heating the building during construction, whether the gas will be used across all 
three sections of the project, and whether its use will be temporary should be included, which 
passed unanimously.  
 
Peter Barrer, 60 Endicott Street, congratulated the Committee for their work on this item.  
 
The public hearing was closed.  
 
Public Hearing 09-03-2025 
#221-25 Eversource petition for a grant of location in Washington Street 

EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install and maintain 
approximately 30 feet of conduit from manhole #7044 within Washington Street 
(a public way) towards the north and onto Dunstan Street (this portion of Dunstan 
Street is a private way).  
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/882038 

Action:  Public Facilities Approved 8-0; Public Hearing Closed 
 
Note:                Joanne Callender, Eversource Representative, joined the Committee to present 
the item. She noted this request concerns the commercial/residential building at 1185 
Washington Street. 
 
The public hearing was opened and closed. 
 
Councilor Kelley moved to approve the item, which passed unanimously.  
 
Public Hearing 09-03-2025 
#222-25 Eversource petition for a grant of location in Centre Street 

EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install and maintain an 
anchor guy on pole 73/34 approximately 15 feet northwest of pole location, 
approximately 278 feet north of Cotton Street on the westerly side of Centre 
Street. https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/883738 

Action:  Public Facilities Approved 8-0; Public Hearing Closed 
 
Note:                The Chair asked whether the anchor guy would obstruct pedestrians. Mrs. Callender 
answered that it would not, as it would be anchored down on the grassy area behind the pole.   

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/882038
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/883738
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A councilor expressed concerns about the stability of the pole. Mrs. Callender responded that 
she believes a new pole will replace the old one, however, due to the number of wires, it will still 
need an anchor to avoid leaning. The same councilor asked if there was a solution to prevent 
leaning in the first place. Associate City Engineer John Daghlian noted that the anchor guy is being 
put in because there is an angle point in the distribution of the weight of the wires. He confirmed 
an anchor guy is the safest way for the pole to stand straight.  
 
The public hearing was opened and closed.  
 
Councilor Laredo moved to approve the item, which passed unanimously.  
 
Public Hearing 07-16-2025 
#199-25(2)      Request for a grant of location in Colgate Road and Hagar Street  

NATIONAL GRID petition for a grant of location to install and maintain gas main in 
Colgate Road and Hagar Street as follows: 

• Approximately 420 feet of 4-inch, Plastic in Colgate Rd from Grove St to end of 
main at #15 Colgate Rd to replace approximately 420 feet of 4-inch, Bare Steel 
(1948) 

• Approximately 180 feet of 4-inch, Plastic in Hagar St from Grove St to end of 
main at #17 Hagar St to replace approximately 180 feet of 2-inch, Coated Steel 
(1961). 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/878264  
  Public Facilities Held 6-0 on 07-16-25; Public Hearing Continued 
Action:  Public Facilities Voted No Action Necessary 8-0; Public Hearing Closed 
 

Note:                The Chair explained that National Grid had removed Colgate Road and Hagar Street 
from their gas main request (#199-25, discussed at the 07-16-25 Public Facilities meeting), and 
no further action from the Committee is necessary on this item.  
 
Peter Barrer, 60 Endicott Street, requested clarification and congratulated the Committee.  
 
The public hearing was closed. 
 
Councilor Kelley moved to vote No Action Necessary, which passed unanimously.  
 
The Committee adjourned at 8:31PM. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Susan Albright, Chair of the Public Facilities Committee 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/878264
https://www.newtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/131048/638902478297870000
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CITY OF NEWTON 

Department of Public Works 

ENGINEERING DIVISION 

Memorandum 

To: Councilor Susan Albright, Facilities Committee Chair. 

From: John Daghlian, Associate City Engineer 

Re: Chapin Road Drain Main Extension 

Date: September 3, 2025 

CC: Shawna Sullivan, Commissioner 
Alfredo Vargas, PE City Engineer  
Thomas Fitzgerald, Director of Utilities 
Lisa Pennel, Committee Clerk  

________________________________________________________________________ 

The chair of the Public Facilities Committee has requested that the Engineering Departments 
clarify the process for the proposed main drain extension for 132 Homer Street and the 
applicability of the Stormwater Ordinance1 to the project. I have consulted with Senior Assistant 
City Solicitor, Andrew Lee, in preparing this memorandum.132 Homer Street has been 
subdivided and includes two building lots and a private way, all currently unbuilt. The petition 
before the City Council requests authorization to extend the existing main drain in Chapin Road 
to service the subdivision. The Council may authorize the extension if they determine that it is 
necessary for the public convenience or the public health.2 If the City Council authorizes the 
main drain extension, the applicant will be required to construct the extension, restore portions of 
Chapin Road disturbed by the installation of the extension, and apply to the Engineering 
Department for any connections to the main drain.  

Separate and apart from the main drain extension process, the property owner must apply 
to and receive from the Engineering Department a stormwater permit under the provisions of the 
Stormwater Ordinance prior to commencing any work that alters the land. This is usually done at 
the building permit stage of a project. A separate permit will be required for the private way and 

1 Article VIII of the Chapter 29 of the City’s Ordinances. 
2 M.G.L. c. 83, §1.  

#56-25
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each separate building lot. The building lots will have to fully comply with the requirements of a 
Major Stormwater Permit. Here are answers to specific questions asked regarding the 
Stormwater Ordinance: 

 

1. What type of stormwater permit is required for the private way in the subdivision? 
 

The construction of the private way will require a Major Stormwater Permit. However, 
pursuant to Section 1(D) of the City’s Stormwater Management and Erosion Control Rules & 
Regulations, the City Engineer may waive strict compliance with the requirements of the 
Regulations if he finds that strict application is unnecessary or impracticable because of the size 
or character of the development project or because of the natural conditions at the site. Through 
the subdivision review process, the City Engineer determined that the on-site infiltration for the 
private way was not practicable or feasible due to the high groundwater elevation at the site. The 
City Engineer determined that he would grant a waiver from the strict requirements of the Major 
Stormwater Permit for the private way if the applicant received City Council approval to extend 
the main drain, constructed the main drain to capture the storm water from the private way, and 
installed a phosphorous treatment system. No stormwater from the private way will be permitted 
to discharge onto the land outside of the limits of the private way. 

 

2. Does the MassDEP Stormwater Handbook apply to single family home projects in the 
City that require a Major Stormwater Permit? 

 

No. The MassDEP Stormwater Handbook explicitly provides that the Stormwater 
Management Standards contained in the Handbook shall not apply to a single-family house.  

 

3. Are overflow connections from sump pumps to the City’s main drain permitted? 
 

Yes. While sump pumps may not directly connect to the City’s main drain, a sump pump 
from a home may connect to a drain manhole installed on the private property from which a 
gravity connection is made directly to the main drain. 

 

 

 

#56-25
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4. May stormwater management systems be placed in the front yard of a property? 
 

Yes. Stormwater management systems or portions of a system are routinely located in the 
front yard of a property. In certain circumstances, the Fire Department may determine that the 
configuration of a property could require a firetruck or firefighting apparatus to go over a 
property’s lawn. If there is such a determination, the location of the stormwater management 
system can be adjusted or the system can be designed for an H20 loading that will allow a 
firetruck to be driven over the system.     

 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please call me at 617-796-1023. 

#56-25
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Lisa Pennel

From: Susan Albright
Sent: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 2:18 PM
To: Lisa Pennel
Subject: FW: Need to talk

We should distribute this letter to the committee and one more coming momentarily – regarding NG grant of 
location on Washington st 

Susan Albright 
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2 
Chair, Public Facilities Committee 

From: Paul Shea <pauls@gardenhomes.com> 
Date: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 at 1:56 PM 
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> 
Cc: James Scannell <JamesS@gardenhomes.com>, Eli Pechthold <EliP@gardenhomes.com> 
Subject: RE: Need to talk 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Susan,
Your understanding is correct.  Please see below:

1. Temporary gas line to provide heat to construction site during this winter – this will save $400,000 rather
than Diesel

2. We have talked to Eversource, and they have the capacity to help you and don’t require that you purchase
new equipment

3. Your goal is to use the gas during construction then ask NG to cap the line and move to electricity. (The gas
will not be connected to our building. Only to the temp heating units outside the building.)

Thank You 
Paul

Paul Shea . Garden Homes Development 
   Mobile . 617.755.4204 

 Dunstan East Developers, LLC 
  AKA  Newton Crossing 
 1155-1175 Washington Street 

 Newton, MA 

From: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 1:21 PM 
To: Paul Shea <pauls@gardenhomes.com> 
Subject: Need to talk 

#200-25
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Can you either call me or write another email for my meeting tonight.   I think you need to be explicit in what you 
want – here is what I understand from what you have told me 
  

1. Temporary gas line to provide heat to construction site during this winter – this will save $400,000 rather 
than Diesel 

2. You have talked to Eversource, and they have the capacity to help you and don’t require that you purchase 
new equipment 

3. Your goal is to use the gas during construction then ask NG to cap the line and move to electricity. 
  
This should be documented in an email to make the committee understand the situation. 
  
Susan Albright 
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2 
Chair, Public Facilities Committee 
 
When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that most 
email is public record and therefore cannot be kept confidential.  
 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and 
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or 
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email 
security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand protection, security awareness training, web security, 
compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human 
error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website. 
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Lisa Pennel

From: Susan Albright
Sent: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 2:55 PM
To: Lisa Pennel
Subject: FW: All electric Newton Crossing.
Attachments: image001_emz was removed from this message

Here is the 2nd  email from the project owner 

Susan Albright 
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 2 
Chair, Public Facilities Committee 

From: Eli Pechthold <elip@gardenhomes.com> 
Date: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 at 2:29 PM 
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> 
Subject: All electric Newton Crossing. 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Dear Susan, 
I am proud to convert Newton Crossing to all electric project per your and the committee recommendation! 
I would appreciate a support for a temporary gas service during the coming winter for construction purposes. 
All the best! 

Eli Pechthold  
Development Partner Newton Crossing. 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and 
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or 
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email 
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security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand protection, security awareness training, web security, 
compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human 
error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website. 
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Lisa Pennel

From: Susan Albright
Sent: Monday, September 8, 2025 7:11 PM
To: Lisa Pennel
Subject: Fw: temp gas line

please add to packet and send to the committee  

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Paul Shea <PaulS@gardenhomes.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 8, 2025 5:51:46 PM 
To: Susan Albright <salbright@newtonma.gov> 
Cc: Eli Pechthold <EliP@gardenhomes.com>; James Scannell <JamesS@GardenHomes.com> 
Subject: temp gas line  

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Susan, 
Per our conversation, we will only be using the temp gas line for one heating season and will have it 
disconnected and capped . 
Thanks Paul  

Get Outlook for iOS 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and 
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or 
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email 
security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand protection, security awareness training, web security, 
compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human 
error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website. 

#200-25




