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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Newton Historical Commission
*Staff Memo*

Meeting Date: August 28, 2025
Location: Zoom
Time: 7:00 PM

This meeting will be a virtual meeting that will take place via Zoom. To view
and participate click https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/85411114269 or
+13126266799,,854111142694.

1. 156 Highland Street
Violation of Demolition Delay Ordinance

Description: This is a ca. 1900 Shingle Style house. Staff approved plans
within a building permit application for modifications to the front facade
and roof that did not meet the threshold to require a Historical Review
Application. The owners exceeded the approved scope of work by
removing portions of the roof as well as a chimney that were not
approved. The commission will first need to vote to confirm that a
violation took place and then will take a second vote to allow the acting
chair to sign a settlement agreement.

2. 19 Highland Avenue
Local Landmark Review
View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1893 Gothic style church. The applicant seeks to
renovate the church building and demolish the parish house for a
residential development.

Description: The Swedenborgian Church is a ca. 1893 Gothic style church
building designed by architect Ralph Adams Cram. The building is
masonry construction with limestone trim. The building features arched
window openings, as well as several unique stained-glass windows. There
is a tower on the southwest corner of the building, and a parish house
connected to the north of the building. The church was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1986 and was designated a Newton
Local Landmark in 2023. The applicant seeks to renovate the church
building for conversion into a multifamily residential building, and to
demolish the parish house to allow for the construction of a new
multifamily residential building behind the church.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtonma-gov.zoom.us%2Fj%2F85411114269&data=05%7C02%7Ckcrocker%40newtonma.gov%7C65855d957f3f4a7d302608dddb36872d%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638907749412344422%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZggMwMT7l6Sdb3oNphEFOXxv%2FI7UgqjGXrexnHnKHA4%3D&reserved=0
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/830963
http://www.newtonma.gov/

3. 116-118 Withington Road

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a well-preserved house dating from 1950 in a well-preserved
neighborhood. NHC found a similar building Preferably Preserved at the April 24, 2025,
hearing. Staff recommend finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This residence was constructed in [DATE] by the Nardone Brothers, Emilio and
Bernardo. The Nardone Brother purchased eight parcels of land on Withington Road in 1950,
upon which they constructed 99-101, 106-108, 107-109, 110-112, 113-115, 116-118, 119-
121, and 122-124. Each two-family residence features a hipped roof, triparte windows, and a
two-level deck on one side. While there have been slight alterations to the buildings
overtime, the Nardone Brothers’ development remains intact and supportive of the two-
family context around them. Most recently, 99-101 Withington Road was found Preferably
Preserved at the NHC meeting on April 24, 2025.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved, two-family residence in a neighborhood
with a strong and intact context. Staff recommend finding this property preferably
preserved.

4. 49 Dalby Street

Total Demolition of House and Garage
House: View Application Here
Garage: View Application Here

Summary: This is an inventoried ca. 1870 vernacular style house on a street with many other
inventoried properties. Staff recommend finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This c. 1870 vernacular home is inventoried on MACRIS as the Phillip Murphy
House. The original owner was a carpenter, and the house remained in the Murphy family
for at least a hundred years following its construction. Character defining features include
the Italianate windows and large front porch. This property was previously found preferably
preserved by the NHC in November 2022 and must be voted on again as the demolition
delay expired and the property has since changed hands. 23 properties on Dalby Street are
individually inventoried on MACRIS, most of which are built in the same era as 49 Dalby and
are still extant, although a few have been demolished.

Staff Recommendation: This is an individually inventoried ca. 1870 house on a street with
many other inventoried houses remaining. Staff recommend finding the property preferably
preserved.


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/881840
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/887597
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/888647

5. 75 Floral Street

Total Demolition of House and Garage
House: View Application Here
Garage: View Application Here

Summary: This residence was constructed c. 1917 and is well-preserved and in a well-
preserved area. Staff recommend finding the house preferably preserved and finding the
garages not preferably preserved.

Description: This residence was constructed c. 1917 with the smaller single door garage
constructed in 1919, and the two-car garage constructed in 1924. The house is American
Foursquare in style featuring a hipped roof. In 1950, the front and rear dormers were added.
The left side of the house features a two-story bay window.

Staff Recommendation: The building is well preserved and in a well-preserved area. Staff
recommend finding the house preferably preserved. The condition and remaining integrity of
the garages are poor therefore staff recommend not finding those preferably preserved.

6. 21 Waterston Road

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a well-preserved ca. 1900 Queen Anne style house, in a well-preserved
neighborhood.

Description: This is a ca. 1900 Queen Anne style house. The two-story house features a side-
gabled roof, with large gabled dormers on the front and rear of the house. There are two
brick chimneys on the house, and a columned front porch. This property is not inventoried
on MACRIS, nor are any others on Waterston Road, however the neighborhood retains a
sense of historic context, with primarily original homes remaining. Additionally, the house is
located near many National Register listed homes.

Staff Recommendation: This is a ca. 1900 house in a neighborhood with historic context.
Staff recommend finding the property preferably preserved.
7. 10 Nahanton Street

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This 1952 linear ranch style residence was constructed by architect Walter
Greymont, who also played a role in the development of the Selwyn-Truman Roads area. The
area around 10 Nahanton Street is well-preserved and intact. Staff recommend finding the
house preferably preserved.

Description: This residence is a linear ranch house built in 1952 by architect Walter
Greymont and builder/owner Harry Wolk. Walter Greymont was an architect for many
projects across Newton and Brookline, a large number of which are documented on MACRIS.
Many of his projects were focused on the Selwyn - Truman Roads area, with a sprinkling of
buildings elsewhere. The area is well-preserved and intact.


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/886238
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/887867
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/886941
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/887048
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Staff Recommendation: The building is well preserved and in a well-preserved area. Staff
recommend finding the house preferably preserved.
40 Cypress Street

Relocation of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a c. 1886 Stick style Victorian which is intact and in a well-preserved area.
The applicant is proposing relocating the building on the lot.

Description: This is a c. 1886 Stick Victorian with an asymmetric plan featuring a flared
hipped roof with lower cross gables and hipped dormers. The porch features many hallmarks
of the Stick Victorian style including curving supports, turned columns, and patterned railing.
The house features a box-bay window, which emerges diagonally from the main mass. The
building has been enclosed with vinyl siding and decorative roof materials were replaced
with asphalt. The small additions and dormers were primarily added in the 1920s.

Staff Recommendation: Staff generally approve of the plan to preserve the existing structure
by relocating it on the lot.

55 Pine Grove Avenue

Relocation of House and Total Demolition of Garage
View House Application Here
View Garage Application Here

Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1867 Stick Style house. Staff generally approve of the
plan to relocate the house on the lot.

Description: This is a ca 1867 Stick Style house originally owned by Charles F. Crehore. The
Crehore family-owned paper mills in Newton Lower Falls in the 19t Century. The two-story
house features a hipped roof and two brick chimneys. The house features an ornate front
porch that was enclosed at some point. This property is inventoried on MACRIS, both
individually and as part of the Barbara Park / Crehore Estate residential historic area. This is
an application for partial demolition, and the applicant seeks to remove the house from the
existing foundation and relocate it within the lot.

Staff Recommendation: This is an inventoried, ca. 1867 house. Staff recommend finding the
property preferably preserved and generally approve of the plan to preserve the existing
structure by relocating it on the lot.

40 Butts Street

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a National Register listed worker’s cottage constructed in 1896. It is a well-
preserved and intact example of late 19t century and early 20t century worker housing in
the area. The National Register district to which this building contributes is also well-
preserved and intact. Staff recommend finding the property preferably preserved. Staff are


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/888840
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/888556
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/888567
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/869542

11.

12.

concerned regarding the massing of the new addition, making the historic building
subordinate.

Description: This National Register listed residence is part of an enclave of worker housing in
the Newton Upper Falls area. Built in 1896, 40 Butts is typically of wood frame worker’s
housing built during the factory boom brought forward by Otis Pettee and the Pettee
Machine Works in 1831. Pettee’s company was the largest employer in the 1890s for
Newton and allowed for expansions and mergers with other manufacturing powers. 40 Butts
Street is a vernacular worker’s cottage featuring a three-bay facade and front-gable roof. It
maintains turned wood posts supporting the shed porch roof. The porch extends the whole
front facade. The application for partial demolition puts forward the plans to add an addition
to the rear of the existing house which is larger than the existing house.

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved since it
belongs to a National Register of Historic Places District and is an example of earlier housing
in the area for workers. It is well preserved and surrounded by well-preserved buildings. Staff
are concerned regarding the massing of the new portion, making the historic portion
subordinate.

464 Dudley Road

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1955 Ranch style house. Staff welcomes discussion of the proposed
addition.

Description: This is a 1955 Ranch style house, built by Louis L. Gordon and designed by
architect Roy Cicchetti. The one-story house features a cross-gabled roof, with a brick
chimney and attached garage. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are there any
others along Dudley Road, however there are a handful of other similar one-story ranch style
homes along this stretch of the street. This is an application for partial demolition, and the
application seeks to remove the roof and sections of the walls to construct an addition.

Staff Recommendation: Staff welcomes discussion of the historical significance of this
property and the proposed addition.
859 Beacon Street

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a c. 1874 vernacular Italianate style house in a well-preserved
neighborhood.

Description: This c. 1874 vernacular ltalianate style house was first owned by George P.
Clark, a ship captain and broker in Boston, before becoming a rental property, and again
returning to single ownership in the hands of a bookkeeper working in Boston. The 2 % story
house features a main entrance on its east facade covered by the porch. Along the cornice
are scrolled brackets, typical of the Italianate style. This house was individually inventoried
which states “This house is a good example of a villa Italianate.” (NWT.2870). The applicants
propose removing the existing entry and building a 2 % addition set back of the main mass.


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/886925
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/888895

13.

14.

Additionally, adding an addition to the rear ell, extending it beyond the forward addition into
what is currently the driveway. Both additions are proposed to feature garages.

Staff Recommendation: Staff welcomes discussion of the proposed addition to this
property.
15 Clinton Place

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1941 Bungalow that is well-preserved with an addition to the rear in
2013. The area is well-preserved as well. Staff recommend finding the property preferably
preserved and welcomes discussion on the proposed design.

Description: This 1941 bungalow features a saltbox roof, exterior gable end chimneys, and a
symmetric 3-bay facade. The original attached single-car garage also features a saltbox roof.
A rear addition for the kitchen and bathroom was added in 2013. The residence was owned,
designed, and built by Charles D. Train. Train was a local home builder and four of his homes
were surveyed on MACRIS at the following addresses: 17, 20, 23 Ascenta Terrace and 121
Temple Street. Along Clinton Place, Train also owned and built 44 and 52. Train was a
contemporary of, and worked alongside, architect Stanley Myers on projects like 180 Allen
Avenue. Throughout Newton, Train’s work is present in individual buildings or small pockets
of development such as the case with Clinton Place. This application for partial demolition
proposes to increase height from 2 stories to 3 stories. The design features a large window
on the second floor above the central door, which extends into a flat roof dormer, as well as
skylights on the front roof and the rear right addition. Both wings will increase in height.

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommend finding the property preferably preserved. The
house is well preserved and in a well-preserved area. Staff welcomes discussion on proposed
design.

74 High Rock Terrace

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1950 Colonial style house. Staff welcomes discussion of the significance
of the property and generally approves of the proposed partial demolition plans.

Description: This is a 1950 Colonial style house built by Anthony Cibene and designed by
architect Ralph I. Williams for owner Harry Prager. Williams designed a number of homes in
the Boston suburbs, including many in Newton and Brookline. The two-story house features
a brick front facade, with an end-gabled roof and brick chimney. There is an attached garage
on the right side of the house, and a one-story bump-out on the rear of the building. This
property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others on High Rock Terrace, although
there are other original homes remaining. This is an application for partial demolition, and
the applicant seeks to remove portions of the rear of the home to construct a two-story
addition.

Staff Recommendation: Staff welcomes discussion of the historical significance of this house
and generally approve of the proposed partial demolition plans.


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/862307
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/881393
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16.
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57 Bontempo Road

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1948 Ranch house located in the Oak Hill Park area. Staff recommend
finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This traditional Ranch style home was constructed in 1948 as part of the post-
WWII development of Oak Hill Park area. The property was developed by the Joseph F. Kelley
Corporation. The house features a three-bay main mass, and a second single bay section. It is
a single-story house with a brick chimney and wood shingles. This application for partial
demolition seeks to add a shed clerestory to the secondary roof mass. It also proposes
altering the exterior materials to cement board and batten and accents of wood siding.

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommend finding the property preferably preserved and
generally approve of the proposed partial demolition plans.
45 Waverley Avenue

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1860 vernacular style house. Staff recommend finding
the property preferably preserved and welcomes discussion of the proposed addition.

Description: This is a ca. 1860 vernacular style house, owned in the mid-19t" century by
Nancy W. Pope. The two-story house features a symmetrical front facade, side gabled roof,
and a brick chimney. There is a one-story bump-out on the rear of the home, and historic
photographs suggest there was once a full-width front porch that has been removed at some
point. The property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, as are many other houses along
Waverley Avenue and Tremont Street. This is an application for partial demolition, and the
applicant seeks to remove the roof to construct a new roof with a steeper pitch and dormers
on the front and rear.

Staff Recommendation: This is a mid-19t" Century, inventoried house. Staff recommend
finding the property preferably preserved and welcomes discussion of the proposed
addition.

78 Manchester Road

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a 1930 Colonial Revival style house in a well-preserved, inventoried
neighborhood.

Description: This is a 1930 Colonial Revival style house build by developer Hans Christensen.
The two-story, three-bay-wide house features a side-gabled roof with two chimneys. There is
a one-story bump-out that extends from the right side of the rear of the home. The garage


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/887562
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/886394
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/887567
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/858885

was constructed on the property in 1951. No major alterations to the house are recorded in
ISD files. This property is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Lakewood Park residential
area, a subdivision of primarily Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival style houses built in the
1930s and 1940s. The neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with primarily
original homes remaining.

18. 9 Carter Street

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1900 vernacular Victorian in a well-preserved neighborhood.

Description: This ca. 1900 vernacular Victorian is minimalistic in its appearance but includes
the hallmark bay window and gable roof. The house is rotated on the lot, giving a clear view
of the bay window. The property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are there any others on
the street, however the neighborhood retains a sense of historic context with primarily
original homes remaining. This is an application for partial demolition, and the applicant
seeks to demolish portions of the rear of the home, to construct a two-story addition.

19. 65 Levbert Road

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a 1963 split-level ranch in a neighborhood that retains a sense of historic
context.

Description: This is a 1963 split-level ranch, built by Morel Construction Co. and designed by
architect C. Crowell. Crowell was a local architect, who designed a number of homes in
Newton. This brick house features a hipped roof and brick chimney. The right side of the
home projects forward, with a two-car garage and a room above. There is a bump out
extending from the left side of the rear elevation. This property is not inventoried on
MACRIS, nor are any others on Levbert Road, however the neighborhood does retain a sense
of historic context with many original split-level homes similar to this one remaining.

Administrative ltems
20. Approval of Minutes

21. Adjournment

The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will
be provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a reasonable
accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec.504 Coordinator, Jini
Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or
(617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City Hall’s
TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089.



https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/871488
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/879383
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/861473
mailto:jlojek@newtonma.gov

