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VOTED:

VOTED:

VOTED:

RECORD:

NEWTON RETIREMENT BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, July 29, 2025 9:00 a.m.
Location: Newton City Hall, Room 211

Chairman Thomas Lopez, Antheny Logalbo, Kelly Byrne, Stephen Curley, Lisa Maloney, Esq., Barbara
O'Brien, Scentia Saintcyr, and Assistant City Solicitor/Retirement Board Counsel Jaclyn Zawada

Newton resident, David Helfman

Record in minutes Chairman Lopez announced that the applications for disability retirement {(agenda item #'s
1-5} will be addressed upon the arrival of Attorney Leah Panettiere who is representing Police Officer
Richard Benes (item #4} and Police Officer Malthew Tocci (item #5)

Record in minutes the Board discussed the process leading up to and following a disability retirement
application being docketed. It was agreed that staff and Board Counsel will continue to review the Member's
Appilication, Treating Physician's Statement and Employer’'s Statement for completeness before the Board
voles on acceptance. Staff will continue to request medical records from the member's medical providers
after Board acceptance and will petition PERAC to convene a medical panel upon receipt of all medical
records, The Board will adopt a policy requiring a Department Head, or their representative, to attend Board
meatings at which their involuntary retirement application is discussed. The Board also agreed that a
member who does not contest an involuntary disability retirement application filed on their behalf by their
employer will be asked to provide a list of their medica!l providers consulted for the claimed disability and an
authorization to release the related medical records.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to adopt a policy requiring the Department Head, or
their representalive, to attend the Board meeting at which the involuntary retirement application they filed on
behalf of a member is discussed.

Record in minutes the Board took a recess from 9:37 a.m. to 9:39 a.m. during which time Mr. Helfman left
the meeting and Officer Richard Benes and his counsel, Attorney Leah Panettiere, entered the meeting.
Recoerd in minutes that, at 8:40 a.m., the Board voted, by a roll calf vote of 5-0, tc enter Executive Sessicn,
pursuant to purpose 1 under G.L. ¢.30A s.21 ("To discuss the ... physical condition or mental health...of an
individual...”) to discuss the voluntary disability applications filed by School Custodian Stephen Rogers, Fire
Lieutenant Michael Gentile, Police Officer Francis Scaltreto and Police Officer Matthew Tocci and the
inveluntary disability retirement application filed by Police Chief George McMains on behalf of Police Officer
Richard Benes and to then reconvene in Open Session

Record in minutes that upon the Board's return to Open Session at 16:05 a.m., Chairman Lopez announced i
that the Board, while in Executive Session, voted 5-0, to accept the voluntary disabiiity applications filed by ;
School Custodian Stephen Rogers, Fire Lieutenant Michael Gentile, Police Officer Francis Scaltreto and -
Police Officer Matthew Tocci and the involuntary disability retirement application filed by Police Chief George
McMains on behalf of Police Officer Richard Benss and to request PERAC convene medical pansls

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, Board member Curley voting present, to approve the
regular session minutes of the meeting held June 24, 2025,

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, Board member Curley voting present, to approve the
executive sessiocn minutes of the meeting held June 24, 2025

Record in minutes the Board voted, by vote of 5-0, to approve the monthly financial reporting for month
ending May 2025 (trial balance, related journals, MMDT/Eastern bank statements, MMDT/Eastern Bank
reconciliations, asset allocation, expense budget to actual comparison and cash flow forecast) as prepared
by Director O'Brien.
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Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to approve the acceptance of the following new

members: _
: e Date of
~Last Name | First Name | Group - Membershi& Qartment - Position
Johnston Meghan 1 05/19/25 School Teacher Alde
Roberson Brittany 1 05/19/25 Public Works | Customer Service
Milholm Chloe 1 05/29/25 School Teacher Aide
Uminski Glanna 1 05/30/25 School Teacher Aide
Coscione Michael 4 06/02/25 Police Police Officer
Mazzola Lawrence 1 06/02/25 Building Plumber
Morris Charles 4 06/02/25 Police Police Officer
Portanova Elizabeth 1 06/03/25 School Teacher Aide
_ ‘ Health &
Mahoney Ava 1 06/08/25 Human Serv School Nurse
Floating
Peters Matthew 06/05/25 Building Custodian
Swan Alden 06/12/25 School Teacher Aide
Planning
Berman Sondria 1 06/16/25 Planning Associate
B Network
Louissaint Jonathan 1 07/07/25 LT. Administrator
Human
Mansur Carly 1 07/09/25 Resources HR Coordinator
Network
Njuguna Brandon 1 07/07/25 I.7. Administrator
Velazave lorge 1 07/14/25 Public Works HMEO
Conley Jacqueline 1 07/16/25 Recreation Program Manager

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-C, to approve the foliowing application(s) for
superannuation and tarmination retirement pursuant to G.L. ¢, 32, §5 and §10. Retirement Board staff has
verified that the necessary paperwork is in order and has determined all applicants(s) to be eligible for such

benefits:
Position Dept. Date of

Member Retirement
Paul Keegan Signal Maintenance Fire 06/27/2025
Susan Bostrom Teacher Aide School 06/30/2025
Domenica.Clark Teacher Aide School 06/3C/2025
Carolyn Camerato Teacher Aide School 06/30/2025
Stephen Fontano Police Officer Police 07/09/2025
Stephen O'Brien Custedian School 07/31/2025
Ann Garven School Nurse Health & Human Services 08/31/2025
Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to approve the following expense warrants
Warrant # 17-25 |07-28-25 [07-31-2025 Contributory pension payroll 3 4,315,039.72
Warrant # 18-25 |07-30-25 jAdministrative expense/member account disbursements|$ 5385,390.38
Warrant # C06-25 |07-30-25 |Federal Tax $ 4,693.35

Record in minutes Director O'Brien reported that Scott Perella is on track with submitting a payment each
month as agreed upon in his 5-year repayment plan and that the repayment will be complete by May 2029, No
action taken by the Board.
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The Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to fransfer $8,000,000 to the PRIT Core Fund effective 9/1/25, 10/1/25,
11/3/25, and an additional amount, yet to be determined, effective 12/1/25 in order to maintain a modest
year- ent balance. These transfers wil invest the appropriation funds scheduled to be received from the City
on 8/1/25,

Record in minttes that the following items will remain tabled pending resolution of all litigation: issuance of
the refund, with no interest, of the elected official service credit purchase to Ms. Zaleznik and

consideration of Ms. Zaleznik's request to waive the repayment of funds owed to the System pursuant to
M.G.L. c. 32, 5.20(5)(c}(3). No action was taken by the Board.

Record in minutes that the drafting of the Time Off Policy section of the Employee Handhook is ongoing; no
action was taken by the Board.

Record in minutes Chairman Lopez reported that, along with Director O'Brien, he met with Deputy Director of
Human Resources Francoise Charlot and Senior HR Business Partner Mary O’Neil on July 1, 2025 to

“discuss the progress the Human Resources Department has made with regard to post-retirement

employment tracking processes. Chairman Lopez reported that the next meseting with Human Resources is
scheduled for September 2, 2025,

Record in minutes the Board decided it would revisit the issue of insufficient storage space in City Hall and
whether or not to scan the member files located in storage, taking into consideration the additional cost, the
Municipal Records Retention Schedule, disaster recovery process of documents scanned to PTG, and upon
Board Counsel determining whether scanning documents alleviaies the State's requirement to retain paper
files. The Board also discussed potentially inviting the City's Chisf Information Officer, Greg Ansaldi, and a
PTG representative to a future meeting to discuss further,

Record in minutes Board Counse! provided the following pending appeal updates;

+ Edward Murphy- CRAB Decision is pending

¢ Elizabeth Whittum - DALA corrected their decision relating to Ms. Whittum’s creditable service for
2011-2012 schoot year.

s Kimberley Vanaman, Paula Fallon, Elizabeth Whittum and Edith Goethals - Board counsel advised
petitioners’ counsel! that retirement re-calculations wili be reflected in their September 2025
retirement allowances.

+ Dori Zaleznik —Hearing tentatively scheduled for October 8, 2025,

Record in minutes Director O'Brien announced that PERAC's Emerging issues Forum is scheduied for
September 17, 2025.

Upon motion duly made and seconded it was voted, by a vote of 5-0, to adjourn at 10,58 a.m.

Signed: /,, / //

Thomgs1 Lopez, Chairman/Elected Member

o T ol

An)d”ny T. Logalbo‘*’(hcéJChawman!Mayoral Appointee
; ,/ F

Kelly Byrné Ieg:técii“l\/liéﬁwber
o Stephen Curley, Efomcuo Member
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Regular Session Documents

07/29/2025 agenda
06/24/2025 draft regular session minutes
06/24/2025 draft executive session minutes
May 2025 Financial Packet
Newton Retirement System Membership Register as of 07/25/2025
PRIT Redemption and Deposit Informaticn Sheets
Commonwealth of MA Records Retention Schedule
Newtor: Retirement System July 2025 Expense Warrant
PERAC Memo #18 2025 Tobacco Company List
. PERAG Memo #17 2025 Revised Language for Benefit Calculation Approval Letters
. PERAC Memo #18 2025 Cyber Attack .
. PERAC Memo #19 2025 Updated Member & Beneficlary Refund Forms and IRS Special Tax Notice
. PERAC Memo #20 2025 Mandatory Retirement Board Member Training-3™ Quarter 2025
. PERAC Memo #21 2025 FY2026 Budget & the Definition of Wages in Chapter 32
. PERAC Memo #22 2025 Fraud Alert
. PERAC Memo #23 2025 Cost of Living Increase for Supplemental Dependent Allowance Paid to Accidental
Disability Retirees and Accidental Death Survivors
. PERAC Memo #24 2025 Reinstatement to Service under G.L. ¢.32, S, 105
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