
NEWTON UPPER FALLS AREA COUNCIL 

MARCH MEETING MINUTES 

Location: Emerson Community Meeting Room (Hybrid meeting) 

Participation Details: Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/714158912 

 

Date: Thursday, March 20, 2025 

Time: 7:00 PM 

A G E N D A D E T A I L S 

Councilors in attendance  
Jay Werb (Treasurer) 
Julie Irish (President) 
Jack Neville 
Paula Kelleher 
Kathaleen Brearley (Secretary) 
Patty Connolly (on Zoom) 

 

I. ADMINISTRATIVE 

a. Approval of Minutes from February Meeting 
    Paula Kelleher motioned Jack Neville and Jay Werb seconded this motion to approve the 
minutes from February 2025 as submitted. 

b. Treasurer’s Report : Jay Werb reported that there is still ~$6,400 in the account 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT /QUESTIONS 

III. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Pettee Square Improvement Project Update 
Julie Irish heard back from Ned Codd regarding the crumbling stamping will take up to 6-8 
weeks to repair and they aim to do that by Mid-June. Patty Connolly made the point that 
while this work will be going on, it will impact access to businesses in Pettee Square and it 
would be preferrable to give them advance notice. Julie Irish also asked Codd about the 
street furniture which will not be installed until the pavement is repaired. Newton Parks and 



Recreation have installed some planters near the bus stops (59MBTA/School). The 
discussion continued about The State Access Board because currently students are 
waiting for the bus are standing on the edge of the planters which is not 100% up to code or 
safe. The ornamental grass was planted right where middle and high school students wait 
for the bus. Julie will ask Phil Emmanuel where he would like the Big Belly trash cans to be 
located.  
Concrete pad for blue bikes.  Julie said Ned Codd reported that he will check to see the 
future of any Blue Bikes station in Pettee Square. Julie Irish (via Ned Codd) reported that the  
letter requesting to remove the no right turn on red signs was rejected. Ned also reported 
that the request was rejected because it was one day beyond the 10 days window to 
appeal. Relatedly, Jay Werb reported that if all things move forward without a delay, the 
Splash Park will open in June or July. The surface connection from the Greenway to the 
Splash park will then be covered with stone dust.  

b. Little Luke’s re-opening /MBTA lease 
Little Luke’s (Phil Emmanuel) now has an independent 3-year lease directly with the MBTA 
for the Depot. Jay Werb will share details related to the agreement with land the MBTA/City 
is responsible for on the Greenway land behind the Depot. Generally, a discussion 
considered where the Greenway would go if an extension were granted beyond National 
Lumber to Winchester St. Julie Irish contacted Phil Emmanuel and he reported that he has 
sold his other business (Grape Leaf) and hopes to open Little Luke’s again in a few weeks 
once he has hired/trained some stai.  
 

c. Hemlock Gorge Cleanup (and Newton Serves (May 4th) Patty Connolly registered the 
Greenway cleanup as a site for Newton Serves. 9-Noon and The Martin Poetry Path cleanup 
is the same day. This way,  residents can still do both if they wish. 

d. Soup Social 
     Julie Irish reported that responsibilities have shifted in Parks and Rec and as she 
reported in February there was no answer from them. Carol Stapleton suggested that we 
set and request the date for any of these type of events for the Spring well in advance ( the 
previous  September.)  

e. Elliot St Traiic Calming Project – The members will schedule  a special meeting to review 
the plans in tabloid paper as they are diiicult to review online. 

f. Letter to Northland- Jay Werb would like to walk back the details of our letter of objection 
to the revised Special Permit application although he would like to resend the two letters 



submitted by NUFAC.  In advance of the upcoming Land Use Committee meeting on March 
25th. Julie will send the previous letters to the City Council. 

    

IV. NEW BUSINESS 

a. UFAC response to Northland’s Special Permit Addendum 
Councilor Getz shared the compiled documents for the upcoming Land Use Mtg 
https://vpc3uploadedfiles.blob.core.windows.net/vpc3-
files/newtonma/Compiled_Northland_Working_Session_Memo_March_25_2025_Fi
nal_Thu_Mar_20_2025_16-53-17.pdf?sp=r&sv=2017-11-09&sr=b&st=2025-03-
20T23%3A15%3A31Z&se=2025-03-
21T00%3A15%3A31Z&sig=ZhF0Mvb8aeF3ayPft6vhsBGizPVEbKe4GYENfYnFYt4%3
D 
There was a long discussion about the drafted letter. Julie Irish will revise to address 
the main concerns related to Oak Street 
Jay Werb will ask Kent G. whether there will be no other vehicular access to Building 
1 other than on Oak St.  
Julie Irish will revise the most recent Letter (March 20, 2025) to reflect the 
discussion about sticking to the main points of consensus.  
Lupien Property was discussed, particularly about the potential loss of the walking 
connector path from Rockland Place to Thurston Rd/Emerson Playground. 
Jay Werb highlighted some information about a Paper Street between Rockland Pl 
and Pettee St, which could be a potential alternative access point to the public path 
on Lupien’s property.  Julie Irish will contact Councilor Getz to ask her if she can 
check on the easement there that is drawn (in blue dotted lines) on the Assessor’s 
database and whether it will be protected when Lupien sells the parcel.  

b. Letter to City oiicials re: ACs role in election process 
Julie will follow up with the Area Council about this. 

V. GENERAL UPPER FALLS NEWS 
Jay Werb reported that he and Jerry Reilly plan to do a “Walk through Time” event again in 
June 2025 
The Boston Industrial Museum in Waltham was mentioned as a model.  

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Regarding the Letter to Northland: Jay Werb emphasized that he would not support the 
previous letter.  



VII. ADJOURN 

The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will 
be provided to persons with 

disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please 
contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec. 

504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796- 

1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the Telecommunications Relay 
Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

 


