
NEWTON UPPER FALLS AREA COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Newton Upper Falls Area Council: May 2025 

Location: Emerson Community Meeting Room (Hybrid meeting) 

Participation Details: Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/714158912 

       Date: Thursday, May 15, 2025 

Time: 7:00 PM 

A G E N D A D E T A I L S 

I. ADMINISTRATIVE 
   Meeting commenced at 7:07pm 
  Members of the Area Council  in attendance 
Julie Irish (President) 
Kathaleen Brearley (Secretary) 
Jay Werb (Treasurer) 
Paula Kelleher 
Jack Neville 
Marie Jackson 
Matt Lai 
Members of the public: Betsy Hewett  

a. Approval of Minutes from April Meeting 
    Paula K. motioned, and Jay W. seconded the motion to approve the minutes as 
submitted. All voted in favor to approve the minutes. 

b. Treasurer’s Report 
   Jay Werb stated that there was no spending to report  
  Julie Irish mentioned that the Ken Newcomb award has been on pause. 
  A discussion continued about adjusting the award with optional oral history projects 
Marie J. agreed to contact Historic Newton to see who could help connected the Area 
Council with programming at Newton South 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT /QUESTIONS 

III. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Northland’s Special Permit Addendum Approval 
    Was voted in a few weeks back by the City Council with a few amendments to limit the 



loading dock deliveries to the back of Building 1 o_ Oak Street. Jay Werb reported that the 
Splash Park opening is expected by the end of June. Per Kent Gonzalez (Jay) and Nicole 
Banks (Julie). The first permit for Northland buildings should be pulled by November. 

b. Pettee Square Improvement Project/Banners Update 
   Julie reported that Ned Codd is having conversations with the contractors to see what 
went wrong with the pavement stamping. It’s unclear when the fix will be on the calendar.  
There was a discussion about plantings and water source for caring for the plants. The 
ribbon cutting might be an opportunity to communicate it as part of our asks for planting 
beds in Pettee Square, i.e. a watering plan/schedule.  
Julie Irish will find out who is responsible for caring for city plants in Pettee Square 
Garry Miller asked whether a volunteer group could help care for them if Parks and 
Recreation is not reliable. Julie Irish and Jay W. motioned to find out what Parks and Rec will 
do to maintain plantings. Once they find out what Parks and Rec will do, the area council 
will consider a plan for Garden Club volunteers if necessary.  
Nicole Banks reported to Julie Irish there will be a portable toilet installed at the Splash 
Park. The picnic benches near the Greenway should be returned to where they were prior to 
the Pettee Square renovation project.  
Jay Werb reported that the standard set up for Banners in Pettee Square at this point is 
2’x4’. There was discussion how to identify a reasonable location to put the banners. There 
was a discussion about the possibility for small pedestrian level banners. Jay W. asked Julie 
I. to check with Nicole Banks for a budget estimate for the regular standard city banners.  

c. Little Luke’s re-opening 
    Julie Irish reached out to Phil E. but has not heard back from him yet this month. Last she 
spoke to him he was still waiting for sta_ and inspections. 

d. Echo Bridge O_ice Park – BC Student Real Estate Field Project 
     Julie Irish reported that she did receive a copy of the presentation about this project from 
Planning and Economic Commission/ John Sisson. Discussion tabled until next month. 

e. Historic Walking Tour of Upper Falls 
     Jay W. reported that the sidewalk/road resurfacing expected in Pettee Square has 
created too much disruption to plan for an event like this in 2025.  

f. Elliot Street Tra_ic Improvement Project 
     The City has a contractor but there seems to be a pause due to the current utility(gas) 
work on Elliot Street. Julie Irish will review the design plan with Jay W. now that a contractor 
has been selected. 
A further discussion about status updates regarding improvements at both Braceland and 



Emerson Playground. The rebuilding of the bridge over the river to Needham was also 
discussed with limited information on any feasibility or funding at this point.  

g. Newton Serves recap 
    Participants reported that there was still a surprising amount of trash was cleaned up, 
especially considering that Stop and Shop is no longer on the Nexus spur.   

IV. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Village Day- September 15 will arrive before long and a plan for logistics should be 
discussed. 

b. Storage Closets in Emerson Community Center- Paula Kelleher reported that she 
doesn’t know how to resolve the issue of being able to access a few chairs for her Bingo 
Group (O_icial activity through Newton Parks and Rec). Apparently, the chairs are buried in 
a mountain of sports equipment with no shelving. 

V. GENERAL UPPER FALLS NEWS 
    Je_ Reported on Chestnut Street projects before Upper Falls Historic Commission. 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 
   Julie Irish reported John Sisson that there was no updates yet on the possible Trader Joe’s 
on the Nexus property.  
 No report on any Feast of the Falls but Marie Jackson reported directly from Seana Gaherin 
that there will be an Oktoberfest  event planned for the last week in September.  
Julie Irish and Garry Miller will both be running for Ward 5 at Large seat.  

Marie J. moved and Jay W. seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting.  

VII. ADJOURN 9pm 

The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will 
be provided to persons with 

disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please 
contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec. 

504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. 
For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

 


