
MINUTES OF THE NEWTON UPPER FALLS AREA COUNCIL 

JUNE 2025 

Location: Online only  
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/714158912 

Date: Thursday, June 26, 2025 

Time: 7:00 PM 

A G E N D A D E T A I L S 
 

Area Councilors in attendance 
Jack Neville 

Julie Irish (President) 
JeZ Riklin (Vice President)  

Jay Werb (Treasurer) 
Kathaleen Brearley (Secretary) 

Paula Kelleher 
Matt Lai  

Patricia Connolly 
Marie Jackson 

 

I. ADMINISTRATIVE 

a. Approval of Minutes from May Meeting 
     Julie Irish motioned and Paula Kelleher seconded her motion to approve the minutes as 
submitted.   
     

b. Treasurer’s Report – A question arose from the Treasurer as to why NUFAC is running 
two bank accounts for both the CDC and NUFAC . There is a steady balance of ~$6375.00. 
Revenue from Village Day should cover the expenses for Village Day. As Treasurer, he 
expects the account balance should break even following Village Day in September.  

II. PUBLIC COMMENT /QUESTIONS none 

III. OLD BUSINESS 



a. Pettee Square Improvement Project 
     Replacement of the decaying stamping in Pettee Square is still unresolved. Ned Codd 
has not responded yet, but Julie Irish asked him when this would be scheduled. Benches 
and Bollards are also expected to be installed after they replace the stamping. The City will 
need to communicate so that the Area Council can make sure that businesses in and near 
Pettee Square are not negatively impacted as they were when it was first installed. Jack 
Neville suggested that  Councilor Getz could help set up for a few members of the Area 
Council with Ned Codd to discuss the timing of this project completion. There was a 
discussion about whether the MBTA or the City are responsible for the circular bench and 
tree in front of The Depot.      

b. Little Luke’s re-opening 
        Julie Irish is in frequent contact with Phil E. and reports that he hopes to open in July.  
Jay Werb made a motion to sponsor $500 in support of Little Luke’s re-opening. All in 
attendance voted in favor of this support to Little’s Luke’s.  

c. Echo Bridge ORice Park – BC Student Real Estate Field Project 
     John Sisson (Economic Development Director, Planning) solicited this study to generate 
ideas about the future housing at the Echo Bridge (Silk Mills) property.  

d. Eliot Street TraRic Improvement Project 
     Ned Codd (Director, Transportation Division) reported that they are still not sure when 
the project will begin due to the utility and other work currently in progress.  

e. Storage Cabinets- Julie Irish reached out to Ricky Paglia and didn’t hear back, although 
Paula Kelleher reported that chairs are now somewhat accessible to other scheduled 
groups in the Emerson Community Center at this point.  

IV. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Splash Park opening-  
      Seemed to be a big success. Jay Werb heard a lot of people asking about the length of 
time that the mist turns on. Most likely, the mist is set to match the mechanics of the 
equipment and therefore on a timer. There were also some comments about the artificial 
grass under the climbing equipment could be better. Northland installed all the 
components.  
Jay Werb also continued that the Northland TraZic Mitigation Fund (2.5 million) should be 
available in about six months’ time.  He suggested that we update the google sheet of 
suggested uses, discuss at our July meeting, then circulate to the candidates for the Ward 5 
City Council seat. JeZ Riklin shared a few suggestions to adjust for safety at the Splash 
Park.  



b. Village Day 14 September 2025 
     The magician has been contacted along with some musicians. Julie Irish would like to 
reach out to Newton Community Pride and will also reach out to Highlands Area Council to 
find out about some of the entertainers that performed there. Patty Connolly will reach out 
to the same Dancers and Face Painter from last year to see if they are available, as well as 
the Newton South Jazz ensemble.  

c. Area Council elections-  
    Julie Irish said that the four area council presidents met with the City Clerk to discuss 
legal ways to help improve and facilitate the process of voting for Area Councils on election 
day.   

d. Promoting Upper Falls businesses- Owners of The Biltmore- fast casual restaurants on 
Needham St  are taking away business from them and other sit-in restaurants. The group 
decided that the Kiosks on the Greenway would be a great tool for advertising   local 
businesses on a rotating basis.  

e. New neighbors welcome 
     There was a general discussion about ways to welcome new members of the community. 
(pehaps flyers or packets) The return of an annual soup social was tentatively tagged for the 
first weekend in March 2026. 

V. GENERAL UPPER FALLS NEWS 
JeZ Riklin reported on some of the proposed property renovations that are coming before 
the Upper Falls Historic Commission 
Pettee House (277 Elliot St) They are currently interested in creating U shaped structure  
981 Chestnut St- Owners hired a new architect with a new design. The new design has 6000 
square ft, which indicates that they still haven’t understood that this scale is too big for the 
square footage of the property) 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 
      Julie Irish spoke thanking Paula Kelleher for her tenure on the Area Council. Paula 
reported that she doesn’t plan to continue her position on the Area Council for the next 
term.  

VII. ADJOURN 

The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will 
be provided to persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable 
accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec.504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, 
at least two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-
1253. 


