
 NEWTON UPPER FALLS AREA COUNCIL 
JULY 2025 MEE TING MINUTES 

 
Location: 

 
Emerson Community Meeting Room (Hybrid meeting) 
Participation Details: Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/714158912 

Date: Thursday, July 17, 2025 

Time: 7:00 PM 

 
A G E N D A D E T A I L S 
 
I. ADMINISTRATIVE 

a. Approval of Minutes from June Meeting 
Jack Neville motioned Jeff Riklin seconded the motion to accept the minutes from June as submitted. 

b. Treasurer’s Report  
Jay Werb (Treasurer) reported that there were no changes in the balance of the account. 

 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT /QUESTIONS 

 
III. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Pettee Square Improvement Project 
Julie Irish has been in touch with the City Planning Department about when the sidewalk stamping will be 
redone. 
Councilor Getz reported that she has been told they are still waiting to hear from the contractor who is 
assessing why the material failed.  
Julie Irish did some investigation talking with community members at the Splash Park 
She reported their comments and feedback to Parks and Rec.  ( including the slippery bridge for children,  spay 
intensity, and splintered benches) 

b. Little Luke’s re-opening 
Phil Emmanuel reported 8am-4pm hours- Julie Irish reported that NUFAC and CDC will sponsor $500 to 
support free ice cream at Little Lukes on the day of his re-opening.    

c. Elliot Street Traffic Improvement Project letter- Rena reported that Shauna Sullivan is the new Newton 
Traffic Planner. The Traffic Dept is waiting for utility work to be completed before moving forward with the 
project. Julie Irish is waiting for Brice to approve suggested edits to the plan to send off to Shauna Sullivan. 
(adjusting the crosswalk location, etc.) Julie Irish motioned to approve her letter to Traffic with the details that 
were not addressed in their plan. Kathaleen Brearley seconded this motion and all in attendance unanimously 
approved support for the letter.  

d. Echo Bridge Pizza Keno application- Proprietors from the Echo Bridge Restaurant (Paul Virgilio, etc) were 
present to advocate their success with The licensing Board approval for their petition (6 in favor and 2 voted 
against). Councilor Getz reported that there are two types of Keno (Keno Go vs Regular Keno).  Paul Virgilio 
reported also that the special permit requires them to place the Keno totally separate from the restaurant area. 
Councilor Getz reported other info about Keno machines. Generally, the Area Councilors were in support of the 
proposal, particularly for an Upper Falls establishment that has respectably served the community for over 35 



years.  
The Licensing Board has already approved- 100% Planning 100% approved. Licensing was 6 in favor/2 not.  
Paul Virgilio (Son of founder John) reported that the state law prohibits city employees from advocating on their 
behalf and that clause should be changed in the code. Several members of the community spoke at length in 
support of Mr. Virgilio’s restaurant. All Area Councilors voted to support whatever the Echo Bridge Restaurant 
proprietors reasonably propose.   

e. Area Council elections 
Papers will be available around August 1.  

f. Promoting Upper Falls businesses- 
Previous discussion about putting posters for our local businesses in the kiosks on the Greenway. 

g. Village Day Planning: 11am-2pm Sunday Sept 14. We anticipate more political booths as it is an 
election year. Julie has invited a new magician and some of the other vendors from last year. 
Patty Connolly is working on the Dancers and Music from Newton South.  Julie Irish thought we 
should ask if we can have the Splash Park stay open until Village Day. Julie will also contact 
petting zoo and bouncy house since those were both popular with the community last year.  

 
IV. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Area Council sponsored debates 
Perhaps Oct 18-19 at Zervus and Angier. 4 Area Councilors to volunteer to participate in the Committee to 
discuss the planning for this event.  Counselor Getz reported that these in person debates are important for the 
candidates to have some exposure.  

b. 93-103 Thurston Rd property proposal (Lupien properties) 
Re: Developers – There was an extensive discussion about the feasibility of any projects on 
Thurston/Rockland Pl because there are some unresolved questions related to Land Use concern 
(Historic, Land, historic wetlands, easements) 

c. Newton Housing Trust properties- Julie Irish reported- to find developable properties that are city properties.  
(ex. Behind the Echo Ridge housing complex on Thurston Rd and 1200 Chestnut St.  

d. UFAC promotion materials- 
Northland’s 2.5 million Transportation Mitigation Funds – Jay Werb will commit to revise his letter by July 31st 
and share the list with all the candidates prior to the election. Jeff Riklin made a motion to support and send the 
revised letter. Marie J. seconded this motion, and all voted to approve this motion.  

 
V. GENERAL UPPER FALLS NEWS 

Jeff Riklin mentioned that the owner 928 Chestnut St,  still had no proposal that could be approved by The Historic 
Commission. 

 
VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
VII. ADJOURN



 


