Thursday, Aug. 21, 2025

Mayor's Newton Update

The Bullough's Pond Dam Needs to be Repaired

We have an urgent safety issue. We must repair the
Bullough’s Pond Dam to protect Newtonville and its
residents from flooding during a significant rain event that
could cause the dam to fail.

Bullough’s Pond is at the corner of Commonwealth Avenue
and Walnut Street in Newton Centre (kitty- corner to City
Hall). The dam is at the northern end of the pond at Dexter
Road. The dam originates from the 1600s and has not been
renovated or improved since 1926, 99 years ago.

The State’s Office of Dam Safety (ODS), part of the Massachusetts Department
of Conservation and Recreation, and our City’s commitment to the safety of our
community requires urgent action by the City Council to approve a repair that
addresses the unsafe condition of the dam.

The Newton City Council is currently evaluating three options to repair Bullough'’s
Pond Dam.

The Office of Dam Safety issued a “Certificate of Non-Compliance and Dam
Safety Order” to the City seven years ago on July 13, 2018. Following inspections
in May 2017 and June 2018, they deemed the dam to be in “Poor Condition,”
their lowest rating, and a "significant hazard potential structure." Their order
states that the dam does not meet safety standards and poses significant risks to
the public’s safety and to property.

What does the order by
the Office of Dam Safety
mean? Under the current
existing condition of the
dam, flood modeling
indicates an overtopping
event could cause the
structural failure of the
dam, a.k.a, a dam breach,
which would significantly
increase the volume of the
water inundation in areas downstream of the dam. The failure of the dam could
result in not only substantial property and infrastructure damage, such as the loss
of Dexter Road at the dam, but also loss of life.

An overtopping and subsequent failure breach could lead to water inundating and
damaging large areas of Newtonville, including:
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More than 450 homes

Newtonville Village and the commercial districts
Roads and streets, including Dexter Road
Sections of the Mass Pike

Newton North High School

Cabot Elementary School and Cabot Park

Background

The Office of Dam Safety required the City to repair the Bullough’s Pond Dam
and bring it into compliance by Jan.16, 2020. In 2019-2020, the City hired a dam
engineering firm that produced a series of options which were presented to the
City Council’s Public Facilities Committee in September of 2020.

In deference to neighbors and Councilors who came forward with concerns about
those recommendations, we switched to a second dam engineering firm. This
second firm, GEI, with whom we are still working, first presented plans to the
Bullough’s Pond Working Group in December of 2022 as we emerged from the
pandemic. We have met with neighbors and Councilors ever since — providing
more data, analysis, and options and opportunities to ask questions of the staff at
the Office of Dam Safety, our City Engineer and DPW team, and our dam
engineering firm. (To view NewTV's broadcast of the most recent City Council
Public Facilities meeting on Bullough’s Pond, click here.)

On Feb. 28, 2025, ODS issued a formal request for an update, including a
timeline for bringing the dam into compliance. If the City does not provide this
information, ODS has indicated that it may issue a notice of failure to comply,
along with potential fines.

Next Steps

After eight years of exploring potential solutions, we need the City Council’s
leadership to move forward and allow us to make the much-needed repairs.

We are grateful that the full City Council is meeting on Sept. 2 and we are asking
for a vote to proceed. (Watch this meeting on zoom atnewtonma-
gov.zoom.us/j/81156250882#success.)

Bullough’s Pond Dam is a vital piece of Newton’s infrastructure and it is in critical
need of rehabilitation. The City has done its due diligence. The recommended
repair plan— Downstream Erosion Protection (Option 3) — is feasible, effective,
and urgently needed.

Our dam safety experts at GE|l Consultants evaluated a total of nine options to
prevent dam failure. They used a precipitation model of 8.8 inches of rain over 24
hours, called a “design storm,” which is the storm model now used in
Massachusetts for dams. Four of the options ultimately did not meet state
regulations and a fifth involved breaching the dam, thus essentially eliminating
Bullough’s Pond itself, an unattractive option.

Interestingly, all the remaining three options prevent dam failure and the most
catastrophic flooding, but all three options expect rainwater to overtop the dam so
some flooding occurs. Why would we do a repair that still allows some flooding
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via overtopping? If we get 8.8 inches of rain in 24 hours, all the low-lying areas in
Newton will have some flooding. (More on this below — keep reading.)

We strongly recommend Downstream Erosion Protection (Option 3) as the
preferred repair approach. This solution armors the downstream slope of the dam
to allow overtopping water flows to pass with minimal erosion, thereby preventing
a failure. It is a proven and widely adopted method for preventing dam
failure/breach, particularly in earthen dams like the Bullough’s Pond Dam. In
addition, this option minimizes disruption to nearby residents by avoiding major
utility relocations with the accompanying lengthy road closures. Importantly, this
option has a faster construction timeline, so we improve safety more quickly.

While two other options — Steel Sheet Pile Wall (Option 1) and Raised CoreWall
(Option 2) — comply with the state requirements, both have significant
drawbacks. Option 1 involves driving a steel sheet pile wall to bedrock, which
may be challenging due to the shallow bedrock and concerns about achieving a
stable bond between the new wall and the dam. Option 2 involves extending
upwards the existing core wall, which is aged and currently not a structural
element of the dam, and the extension may not be structurally sound.
Additionally, both Options 1 and 2 would require more extensive construction, and
utility relocations. Both have increased risk for changes to the design during
construction due to the potential for encountering unexpected conditions under
the surface of the dam causing substantial disruptions and delays for nearby
neighbors and increasing costs. Both options allow the backside of the dam to
erode fully during an overtopping event, sending large amounts of sediment
downstream through Laundry Brook into Newtonville.

Tree removal is a consideration with all three options. All options must comply
with ODS regulations which prohibit large vegetation on dam structures due to
root damage risks. Both Options 1 and 2 would result in the removal of at least
172 trees, slightly fewer than the 199 trees required under the recommended
Option 3.

As part of the proposed dam repair, the City will replace the trees removed from
the dam and improve the Bullough’'s Pond park area. More specifically, the
Bullough’s Pond Dam project will include 25-35 new trees around the pond and
250-300 new street trees in the surrounding neighborhood. The project will
improve sidewalks by Bullough’s Pond, reduce pond bank erosion, install seating
and view improvements, create a small pocket park on the dam itself, and
replace invasive plants with native species. This project, in combination with the
dam strengthening work, will create a wonderful and structurally safe dam and
Bullough’s Pond.

After years of study and preparation, the City’s Public Works team is ready to
move forward. What’'s needed now is City Council approval.

Interested in learning more about the Bullough’s Pond dam project? Clickhere.

Flooding

We have flooding risks across the City of Newton. In fact, our flooding risk has
increased over the centuries due to an increase in impervious surfaces (more
roads and buildings), more homes built in low-lying areas, areas with high ground
water, and the rising frequency of high-intensity rain events that we've seen
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throughout the country and across the globe as well as here in the Northeast.
These factors contribute to the real possibility, even likelihood, of flooding and
property damage.

Newton has low-lying areas and streams that flood during larger rainstorms. (We
watch the weather forecasts closely and when more than 1”7 of rain in 2 hours or
more than 5” in 24 hours are forecasted, we clean stormdrains and pre-position
DPW personnel.) Recent examples of flooding include the Cheesecake Brook
incident that resulted in a car floating into a pedestrian bridge in 2021 and the
Newton Free Library parking lot in 2023. Leominster Massachusetts had
extensive damage from a September 2023 rainstorm of 9”-11” which fell in just a
few hours. Vermont has seen multiple major flooding events over the past five
years, as has Portland, Maine.

A climate risk analysis firm, First Street, has an interesting database that is
available to the public for free. It shows that 5,383 properties in Newton are at risk
of flooding over the next 30 years. The firm analyzes heavy storms in which rain
accumulates too quickly for the ground to soak it up and thus the water collects in
lower elevation areas; this leads to basements flooding and/or water pooling in
areas around buildings/homes. Interested in seeing First Street’s risk analysis of
your home? Click here and enter your address to find the firm’s analysis of flood,
fire, wind, air and heat risks at your property.

In parallel with the Bullough’s Pond dam repairs, Newton is taking comprehensive
steps to reduce flooding and improve water quality through our Stormwater
Improvement Plan. The SIP includes:

Upgrading stormwater infrastructure

Cleaning and maintaining catch basins, culverts, and streams
Identifying and eliminating illegal stormwater connections
Reviewing and updating floodplain and stormwater regulations
Building more pervious surfaces and rain gardens

Enhancing phosphorus control to protect local water quality

We are also almost due to update the City of Newton Climate Vulnerability
Assessment and Adaptation and Resiliency Action Plan. We completed our first
ever such Plan in April 2018. (Click here to read it.) An update every 10 years is a
good practice for building Newton’s resilience to climate change and protecting
people and property.

Crystal Lake Update

After being closed due to an
observed algae bloom on
August 6, Newton Health and
Human Services (HHS), in
consultation with the
Massachusetts Department
of Public Health (MDPH),
followed standard water
safety protocols.

The water in Crystal Lake
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was tested two times, one
week apart, to determine
whether cyanobacteria and
cyanotoxin were at
acceptable levels to be open
for swimming. (Two tests are
required because
cyanobacteria cells can
release cyanotoxins into the
water when they die. In other
words, algal toxins may be
present when a visible scum
or mat is no longer evident.)

The samples collected on
August 19 showed a cyanobacteria level of 12,000 cells/mL at Cronin’s Cove
(below the MDPH guideline level of 70,000 cells/ml) and 14,000 cells/mL at
Crystal Lake Beach The microcystin level was <1ppb at both locations (below the
guideline level of 8ppb).

While the City of Newton Parks, Recreation and Culture swimming program with
lifeguards and access to the bathhouse has concluded for the season, visitors are
free to resume recreational enjoyment of the lake and surrounding park spaces.

For questions, please contact the Newton Health and Human Services
Department staff at 617-796-1420.

Newton Tests High Risk for West Nile Virus

Newton’s risk level for the mosquito-borne West
Nile virus (WNV) has been elevated to high. The
new “high” risk level comes after testing earlier
this month by the Massachusetts Department of
Public Health.

According to the CDC, most people (80%)
infected with West Nile virus do not develop '

symptoms. About 20% of people who are

infected develop mild flu-like symptoms, such as a fever with headache, body
aches, joint pains, vomiting, diarrhea, or rash. Less than 1% of people infected
with WNV develop severe iliness that affects the central nervous system.

The risk for Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE), another mosquito-borne iliness,
remains remote in Newton.

On hot, humid summer days when mosquitoes are most active, try these steps to
help keep you and your family safe from mosquito bites and the diseases they
can spread:

e Use an EPA-reqistered insect repellent when outdoors

¢ \Wear long-sleeved clothing

e Schedule outdoor activities to avoid the hours from dusk to dawn, peak
mosquito times
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e Repair damaged window and door screens
¢ Remove standing water around your residence since mosquitoes can breed
in even small amounts of water.

Find more information about mosquito-borne diseases from the Massachusetts
Department of Public Health here.

For a risk map of both WNV and EEE, clickhere.

Look Out for Home Improvement Scams

An older Newton home owner recently reported to the Newton Police Department
(NPD) that a person claiming to be from "SOS Roofing & Masonry" rang their
doorbell saying they had a broken chimney cap. The roofer said they could
replace it for $800. The crew later dismantled the chimney and inflated the repair
cost to $25,000. This is unfortunately not the only resident who has been
scammed.

Taking the form of a paving, roofing, masonry or driveway repair person, the
scammer will often start with a “small project.” They will then pressure people into
additional repairs — frequently caused by the scammers — and add on additional
costs.

Victims (who may be targeted because they are older or have a disability) are left
with unfinished work, additional damage or poor repair work and with their wallets
left without significant amounts of money.

What to look for in scam artists:

¢ Many of these scammers will come door-to-door or print flyers with generic
business names.

¢ The businesses have brand new websites or social media pages.

e They have no permits, no business certificates, or their business certificate
was recently registered.

¢ They offer significant discounts for so-called “left over” materials from jobs
in the area.

e They only accept cash or checks made out to an individual (rather than to a
business).

What to do:

e Ask if the contractor holds a registered Home Improvement Contractor
license. You can check the license here:
mass.gov/checkyourcontractorslicense.

e Check that the door-to-door solicitor has a solicitor permit by looking at the
Newton MA Police Department Facebook page or call our Detective Bureau
617-796-2104.

If you believe a scammer is soliciting in your neighborhood or if you feel
intimidated or threatened by an individual at your door or on your property,
contact the Newton Police. The NPD non-emergency line is 617-796-2123. In an
emergency, always call 911.
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Shuttle Buses To Replace Green Line Trains Sept. 3 to 11

The Green Line will be using buses for all service
between Riverside to Kenmore for nine days early
in September.

More specifically, shuttle buses will replace MBTA
Green Line D Branch train service between
Wednesday, Sept. 3 and Thursday, Sept. 11 along
the entire Green Line from Riverside to Kenmore
Stations while work is done on the tracks to improve service.

Two shuttle routes will operate:

e One shuttle route will operate frequently between Riverside Station and
Kenmore Station (stopping at all Green Line stations in between except for
Beaconsfield Station in Brookline).

¢ A second shuttle route will operate frequently between Riverside and
Newton Highlands Station (stopping at all Green Line stations in
between). After Newton Highlands Station the shuttle will operate as an
express service to Copley via the MassPike. The shuttle route is the same
in the reverse direction.

During the shuttle bus period six metered parking spaces in Newton Highlands on
Walnut Street between Lincoln and Floral Streets will be temporarily unavailable
to accommodate the bus shuttle stops.

The MBTA will provide additional express service on Sept. 3 from 4 p.m. — 12
a.m. between Riverside and Kenmore for the Red Sox game.

To help provide an alternative to the shuttles, Bluebikes is offering five free rides
during the period from Sept. 3 to 11 with code MBTAGREEN925 and then link to
the Newton Bluebikes page: newtonma.gov/bluebikes.

Combatting Black Swallow-Wort Vine

Black swallow-wort (pictured below) is an invasive perennial vine. Originally from
Europe, this nasty vine can easily be identified by its glossy greenish/bluish
leaves in pairs opposite to each other, and little purple flowers which form long
seed pods this time of year. It's invading Newton, spreading rapidly and
displacing native species which provide food and habitat to pollinators, songbirds
and other wildlife.

Please help us contain this invasive
species by removing it — or at least
cutting it back and getting all the seed
pods off — before it spreads

further. The best technique to prevent
further spread is to dig up the plant,
roots and all. If that isn’t feasible,
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continually cutting it back will
eventually exhaust and kill the plant.
Alternatively, just removing the seed
pods before they burst will help stop
the spread. Put everything into a bag
and then into your trash, not into your
yard waste.

Huge thanks to the Newton
Conservators for tracking invasives
and providing information to us. Find
more detailed information about this
and Newton’s other major invasive plant invaders at the Newton Conservators
Invasive Plant site: newtonconservators.org/invasive-plants.

Coming Together on Sept. 11

On Thursday, September 11, we invite you to join
us in remembering the lives lost 24 years ago —
including eight Newtonians — on a day that forever
changed our nation. This solemn gathering will
take place at 6:00 p.m. on the front lawn of the
Newton Centre Fire Department Headquarters,
1164 Centre Street.

Together, we will honor the lives lost in New York
City, Washington, D.C., and Shanksville,
Pennsylvania, and reflect on the resilience,
patriotism and unity that followed. We will also pay
tribute to the selfless heroes of that day —
firefighters, police officers, emergency medical
personnel, and countless ordinary people — who
ran toward danger to save others, risking their own lives in the process.

This gathering brings us together in remembrance, reflection, and gratitude.
Warmly,

Ruthanne

P.S. Boston College and Lasell University Move In Days

¢ Move In Day at BC for first year students is today from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00
p.m. — and along with all the excitement comes some traffic disruptions for
people who live and travel through the Chestnut Hill and Centre Street
campus area. Expect more traffic than usual along Centre, Beacon and
Hammond Streets, Tudor and College Roads, and Comm Ave. In addition,
two-way traffic along Tudor Road will be temporarily changed to one way
southbound from Hammond Street to Beacon Street, and Hammond Street
will temporarily become one-way from Comm Ave to College Road. Newton
Police Details will be assigned to key intersections. Upperclass and transfer
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students will move-in on Friday and Saturday, Aug. 22nd and 23rd, 8:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Questions? Call B.C.’s Office of Government and
Community Affairs at 617-552-4787. Read Boston College’s letter to
neighbors here.

¢ Move In Day at Lasell for new students and graduate students is Saturday,
Aug. 30 from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (Each residence hall has a specific
move-in time.) Returning students move in on Labor Day, Monday, Sept.
1st. Click here for temporary traffic changes.

P.P.S. Opening the new Cooper Center for Active Livingin Newtonville:

e Hear about a myriad of volunteer
opportunities at the new Cooper Center for % COOPER CENTER
Active Living at a virtual Volunteer / | \ FOR ACTIVE LIVING
Information Session on Tuesday, Aug. 26th, clTv oF NEwTON
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. on zoom. Join the
zoom meeting at: https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/863927998337
pwd=GHUFaQSza0Gk22MpS9GpORINBsxLQr.1, Meeting ID: 863 9279
9833, Passcode: 495426.

¢ Director of Older Adult Services Mignonne Murray’s next listening session
to hear your ideas for services and activities at the new Cooper Center for
Active Living opening in Newtonville this fall is on Wednesday, Aug. 27th at
the Newton Free Library, 330 Homer St. The discussion begins at 6:00 p.m.
Older adults, relatives, caregivers and community members of all ages are
invited to join the conversation as the Cooper Center will be open for
activities for people of all ages weeknights and weekends with weekdays
focused on older adults.

P.P.P.S. Newton Health and Mobile Blood Drive

Human Services is partnering Thursday, August 28" 8:30 am - 2:00 pm
with the Massachusetts Newton City Hall, 1000 Commonwealth Avenue
General Hospital Blood
Donor Center to host a :
mobile blood drive on To make an appointment, go to https://bit.lyyMGHNewton3 & :. L
Thursday, Aug. 28th from SIEERRES QR E008
8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Blood

donations will take place in the MGH Bloodmobile bus parked in the War
Memorial Circle at City Hall, 1000 Commonwealth Ave. Click here to register. For
more information, see frequently asked questions, eligibility criteria, and tips for a
successful donation.

WEEES P.P.P.P.S. Join the Friends of the Newton Free
Library for a night of baseball at Fenway Park
watching the Red Sox take on the Cleveland
Guardians on Tuesday, Sept. 2nd. Gametime is 6:45
p.m. The deadline to order game tickets in the left
field grandstand is Thursday, Aug. 28th. A portion of
the proceeds will benefit the Newton Free Library.
Click here for more information and to order tickets.

& RED SOX GROUPS
FRIENDS OF THE
NEWTON FREE
LIBRARY NIGHT AT
FENWAY PARK

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 @ 6:45PM
| CLEVELAND GUARDIANS VS. BOSTON RED SOX

% LEFT FIELD $35 PER PERSON*
: GRANDSTAND 29 = ‘“toomonaurssarny

TAWI

P.P.P.P.P.S. We welcome community members to
Newton’s Community Police Academy which begins
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on Oct. 1, 2025. The Academy will run from Oct. 1st Gﬂmmuniw
through Nov. 19th on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 to Police Academy
8:30 p.m. Community members must be at least 18 I
years old and a current Newton resident or business &
owner. Request an application by emailing Justin at e
jlau@newtonma.gov. (Space is limited. Please request nilgust st
and return your applications quickly.)

P.P.P.P.P.P.S. Are you a Newton student passionate about making a difference?
Apply now to join the2025-2026 Newton Youth Commission Advisory Board
We’re looking for 10 new youth members (rising 8th—12th graders) to serve a
two-year term working with peers, City leaders, and Newton organizations to
foster youth leadership and improve youth access to resources. Applications
must be submitted by Sunday, Sept. 7 at 11:59 p.m. Click here to learn more or
to apply. Questions? Email Meri atmhaas@newtonma.gov.

~7%¢ P.P.P.P.P.P.P.S. Learn about the Monarch butterfly, see
live monarchs at various stages and enjoy crafts, a
milkweed exchange, and more at the Monarch Festival on
Saturday, Sept. 13, from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. at Wellington
Park on Henshaw Place off Kilburn Road in West Newton.
Click here for more information about the free festival co-
sponsored by the Newton Conservators, Newton Parks,
Recreation & Culture, Friends of Wellington Park and Green
Newton.

P.P.P.P.P.P.P.P.S.Green Newton in partnership with the City of Newton is
working with Mass Save Sponsors, Eversource and National Grid to provide
energy efficiency solutions to residents and small businesses. Learn more about
the Community First Partnership (CFP) here and get started with Mass Save
on Newton's CFP webpage.

P.P.P.P.P.P.P.P.P.S. Newton Community Pride’s
Fall Village Concert Series is back, bringing free
live music to villages across Newton. Stop by on:

e Sunday, September 14th, 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.: Jazz Barracudas at Trio
Newton, 845 Washington Street.

e Sunday, September 21st, 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.: Christopher Steele at
Upper Fall Depot, 90 Oak Street.

e Sunday, September 28th, 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.: Jim & Nick at the Newton
Centre Plaza at the Newton Centre Triangle parking lot.

Click here for more information.

Past P.S.s Happening Soon:

P.S. Applications for Newton Community Pride’s fall round of community
micro grants are being accepted through Monday, Aug. 25th. Grants are

provided for arts and culture, public art, and beautification in Newton and range
from $500 - $1,000. Click here for more information.
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Free P.P.S. Enjoy free sweets and ice cream,
Ice Cream! . . . .
classic and exotic cars, and live music

at NewTVs 5" Annual Cones ‘N Cars which
has been postponed a week. The fun is now
on Wednesday, Aug. 27th from 5:00 to 8:00
p.m. outside the NewTV studio at 23 Needham
Street. It's free and registration is not required
but would help with planning. Get more information and register here.

P.P.P.S. Register for the 2025 Garden

City Tennis Series. The five-tournament,

300-player co-ed tournament is hosted at 2025 ﬁnnnE“ c"v
Newton South High School and is TE""IS GHHMPWHSHWS
recognized by the USTA as one of the NEWTON SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL
largest community tournament series in

New England while supporting repairs and m £ le
improvements to Newton’s 62 public - N
courts and new backboards. Events e .‘
include co-ed high performance doubles

on Saturday, Sept. 6th, advanced co-ed

doubles and the new women’s doubles open on Sunday, Sept. 7th, and
novice/intermediate co-ed doubles on Saturday, Sept. 13th. Click here for more
information and to register. Questions? Contact Tournament Director Tom
Friedman of The Friends of Newton Tennis (who works closely with staff from the

Newton Parks, Recreation and Culture Department) at
info@gardencitytennisseries.com or text/call (617) 259-0989.

Mayor Ruthanne Fuller | 1000 Commonwealth Avenue | Newton, MA 02459 US
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