
Outlook

Vinyl fence at 61 Gate House Road

From Dale Holman <daleeholman@gmail.com>
Date Wed 8/13/2025 8:35 PM
To Kimberly Crocker <kcrocker@newtonma.gov>
Cc Margaret Simon <circesimon@icloud.com>; Marina Banuazizi <mbanuazizi@gmail.com>

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

My name is Dale Holman
I live at 25 Nancy Rd
The proposed white vinyl fence will be in direct view of my house.
This type of fence is inappropriate for this community. A wood fence is more visually attractive and
would blend in the surrounding environment.
A white vinyl fence is an eye soar.
To my knowledge, there are no other white vinyl fences in our neighborhood.
I strongly object to such an installation.
I do not wish to look at it from my house!
Thank you
Dale Holman
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Outlook

Vinyl Fencing

From Marina Banuazizi <mbanuazizi@gmail.com>
Date Thu 8/14/2025 9:48 AM
To Kimberly Crocker <kcrocker@newtonma.gov>

4 attachments (27 MB)
#1-View of fence from our yard.jpg; #2-Actual sections of proposed vunyl fencing.jpg; #3-View of fence from our yard and the
Klump residence..jpg; #4-View of the fence from Nancy Road.jpg;
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                                                                          August 14,2025                     
 
 
To the Members of The Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
Re: Proposed installation of Vinyl Fencing at 51 Gate House Road
 

As an abutting neighbor of 51 Gate House Road, I have reviewed Mr. Sinha’s proposal to replace
his badly deteriorated and unsightly 5 ft high stockade fence, a section of which runs over 80 ft. along
our yard and is visible from almost every room of our house (see attached photo #1), with a 6 ft. high
white vinyl one.
 

While I agree with Mr. Sinha that a stockade fence is not compatible with the architectural styles
and aesthetics of the surrounding homes and am very pleased that he is proposing a change, I take
strong exception to the proposed material of the new fence.
 

White, shiny vinyl (see attached photo #2 of the actual proposed product) is not an appropriate
material for our Historic District, and is incompatible with the character of our neighborhood.
 

Long stretches of this type of fencing, visible to the abutting neighbors from every side of his
house and from Nancy Road (see attached photos # 3, 4), would diminish the natural ambience of our
surroundings, have a negative visual impact on our homes and neighborhood, and if approved, set an
undesirable precedent for future fence installation requests.
 

As for Mr. Sinha’s concern regarding the difficulties of maintaining a historically appropriate
wooden fence, I believe that naturally finished cedar would require minimal upkeep, will weather
naturally, and will over time, blend in with the color of the tree barks behind it.
 

I hope that the Commission shares my concerns and will urge Mr. Sinha to install a tongue-and-
groove cedar fence that would not only resemble many wooden fences in the area, but would also
match in style his existing yard gate fencing and, unlike the proposed vinyl fence, would be appropriately
suited to the character and historic integrity of the District.
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Respectfully,
Marina Banuazizi
26 Nancy Road
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
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Outlook

Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission - 51 Gatehouse Road Vinyl Fence Request

From Margaret Simon <circesimon@icloud.com>
Date Fri 8/15/2025 2:57 PM
To Kimberly Crocker <kcrocker@newtonma.gov>

1 attachment (19 KB)
08.15.25 Historic Commission.docx;

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

Hello Kimberly,

We are residents at 18 Nancy Road and plan to attend the August 21st Historic District Commission
meeting to express our opposition to the installation of a white, vinyl fence at 51 Gatehouse Road.

I have attached a letter documenting our reasons for challenging the request.
Our distress is specifically related to the appropriateness of inserting vinyl PVC plastic material into our
naturalistic historic surroundings. 
Please register this letter and distribute it to the commissioners.

Thank you very much!
Margaret
___________________________
Margaret and Michael Simon
18 Nancy Road
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Cell: (617) 686-4619
Email: circesimon@icloud.com
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TO:  Kimberly Crocker, Senior Preservation Planner 
 Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission 

FROM: Nancy Road Neighborhood Association 

RE:  Proposed Vinyl Fence at 51 Gate House Road 

DATE:  August 18, 2025 
 
 
As President of the Nancy Road Neighborhood Association, I am writing to express our 
Association’s disapproval of the proposed installation of vinyl fencing at 51 Gate House Road. 
 
Vinyl is not a historically correct material for our District.  We feel that a shiny white fence of 
this type of material, visible from the street, will negatively impact the intended natural 
environment of our neighborhood, which we cherish and want to protect. 
 
We sincerely hope that the Commission shares our concern and will disapprove the installation 
of a vinyl rather than a wooden fence at 51 Gate House Road. 
 
Dale Holman, President 
Nancy Road Neighborhood Association 
 



To:  Kimberly Crocker, Senior Preservation Planner 
Chestnut Hill Historic Commission 

From: Dr. Margaret Simon 
Dr. Michael Simon 
18 Nancy Road 

Date:  August 15, 2025 

RE:  51 Gatehouse Road - VINYL Fence Request 
 
 
Over the 20+ years we have lived on Nancy Road, we have witnessed the existing cedar stockade fence 
at 51 Gatehouse needlessly fall into a state of disrepair. We agree it has to be replaced. However, as it 
is in clear view of the street and bordering houses, we absolutely oppose the use of VINYL PVC plastic.  
 
The suggested fence’s stark white design and vinyl PVC material undoubtedly are not “aesthetically 
neutral” or of a “clean, visually compatible appearance with the surrounding neighborhood character” 
as stated in the proposal. In reality, a white vinyl fence is unnatural and will be an eyesore, a jarring 
wall of glaring plastic that intrudes on and devalues the quality of our visual surroundings. VINYL PCV is 
not endemic or welcomed in the historic Chestnut Hill district. 
 
Residents have invested heavily, both personally and financially, into maintaining the natural setting. 
Out of respect for neighbors and to ensure the continuation of our long-standing aesthetic, the use of 
real wood is essential for the fence to blend in seamlessly and preserve the existing landscape. 
 
In the proposal, the “required continuous painting and replacement of wood” is given as the only reason 
for choosing white vinyl. We question whether the differential in maintenance (i.e., time, material, labor 
costs) incurred by a naturally weathering wood (e.g., tongue & groove cedar) vs. a plastic vinyl fence will 
result in an “onerous” burden. And, we doubt this differential will justify the spoiling of our highly-valued, 
existing aesthetic. We trust that once the owner has a better grasp of the enduring commitment residents 
have to our naturalistic and historic neighborhood, an appropriate wooden fence will be installed. 
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