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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Urban Design Commission

MEETING MINUTES

A meeting of the City of Newton Urban Design Commission (UDC) was held virtually on
Wednesday, July 9, 2025 at 7:02 p.m. via Zoom
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/83325668433
The Chair, Michael Kaufman, called the meeting to order at 7:02 P.M.

I. RollCall

Those present were Michael Kaufman (Chair), Jim Doolin (Vice Chair), John Downie,
and Bill Winkler. Shubee Sikka, Urban Designer was also present.

Il. Regular Agenda

Sign Permits

1. 49-51 Winchester Street — Sullivan School of Dance
Presentation and Discussion:

Staff informed the Commission that the applicant has requested to defer this item
to the next meeting.

2. 776 Beacon Street - Chase
Applicant: Heather Dudko
Proposed Signs:

1. One wall mounted split principal sign, internally illuminated, with
approximately 21 sq. ft. of sign area on the northern building fagade facing
Beacon Street (sign BO1).

2. One wall mounted secondary sign, internally illuminated, with
approximately 21 sq. ft. of sign area on the western building fagade facing

the driveway (sign B02).

MOTION: Mr. Kaufman made a motion to approve the proposed signs at 776
Beacon Street. Mr. Winkler seconded the motion. All the members present
voted, with a 4-0 vote, Michael Kaufman, Jim Doolin, John Downie, and Bill
Winkler in favor and none opposed.

3. 740 Beacon Street - Formosa
Applicant was not present
Proposed Signs:
1. One free-standing principal sign, internally illuminated, with 25 sq. ft. of

sign area perpendicular to Union Street.
2. One wall mounted secondary sign, internally illuminated, with 49 sq. ft. of
sign area on the northern fagade facing Union Street.
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Presentation and Discussion:

Staff informed the Commission that the applicant has decided to not move forward with the free-
standing sign and has increased the size of the wall mounted sign to 48.55 sq. ft.

MOTION: Mr. Kaufman made a motion to approve the proposed sign at 740 Beacon Street with
a condition. Mr. Winkler seconded the motion. All the members present voted, with a 4-0 vote,
Michael Kaufman, Jim Doolin, John Downie, and Bill Winkler in favor and none opposed. The
Commission made the decision to approve the wall mounted principal sign on the condition that
this precludes the owner to put a free-standing sign in the future. The applicant is also required to
remove the existing illegal free-standing sign.

lll. Old/New Business
1. Approval of Minutes
The Commission reviewed the minutes of June meeting.

MOTION: Mr. Kaufman made a _motion recommending approval of the regular meeting
minutes for June as submitted. Mr. Doolin seconded the motion. All the members present
voted, with a 4-0 vote, Michael Kaufman, Jim Doolin, John Downie, and William Winkler in
favor and none opposed. The decision is hereby incorporated as part of these minutes.

IV. ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Kaufman made a motion to adjourn the meeting and there was general agreement among
the members.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Shubee Sikka.
Approved on August 13, 2025.



