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 Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission (SMMC) 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, June 26, 2025, 7:00 p.m. 

Remote Meeting via Zoom 

 

Members in Attendance: Alan Gordon, Chair, Meryl Kessler, Vice Chair, Carl Valente, 

Secretary, Sunwoo Kahng, Alexander Lee, Dan Manning, Vince McKay, Miles Smith and Marian 

Rambelle. 

 

Members Absent: Shawna Sullivan, Commissioner, DPW, Ex-Officio.   
 

Other Participants: Julia Malakie, City Counselor, Alison Leary, City Counselor, Waneta 

Trabert, Director, DPW Sustainable Materials Management Division (SMMD), Ronna Krozy and 

Andrew Thompson. 

  

Approval of May 22, 2025 Meeting Minutes: 

On the motion by Alex Lee, seconded by Meryl Kessler, the Meeting Minutes of May 22 were 

approved on a roll-call vote, 7-0-2.  Dan Manning, Carl Valente, Marian Rambelle, Vince McKay, 

Alan Gordon, Alexander Lee and Sunwoo Kahng, voting yes, Meryl Kessler and Miles Smith 

abstaining.  

 

Update – Green Captains Program (not on posted agenda): 

Andrew Thompson, Newton South teacher and Co-Coordinator of the Green Captains program 

provided the following update: 

• This has been the first year of the program 

• There is one ‘green captain’ in each elementary school, two in the Middle Schools and four 

in the High Schools 

• This year’s projects include Earth Day programs, green transportation and waste 

management 

• The success of the program in each school depends on the support of the school custodians 

• In year two of the program, the Green Captains hope to increase connections with parents. 

Waneta will provide training for custodial staff. 

 

Review and Discuss 2025 SMMC Goals: 

Alan Gordon reviewed the status of the 2025 SMMC Goals. Regarding the goal to update the 2021 

SMMC report, Setting the Path to Solid Waste, Mr. Gordon asked if any SMMC members would 

review the report and identify sections that may need to be updated. Mr. Smith, Mr. McKay and 

Mr. Manning volunteered to do so and report back at the July meeting. 

 

Letter to Mayor and City Council re: Residential Trash, Recycling and Composting: 

Mr. Gordon reviewed the draft letter. The SMMC offered a variety of comments.  

Composting v. Anaerobic Digestion of Organics (food): 

Mr. Lee is interested in whether the SMMC had a recommendation for the School Department 

regarding the processing of food waste (composting v. anaerobic digestion). Ms. Trabert explained 
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that SMMD’s goal is to divert food waste out of the cafeteria waste stream at the schools. At this 

time, there are some schools that are diverting cafeteria food waste and sending it to a co-digestion 

facility because this type of facility has a higher threshold for contamination, where a composting 

facility may reject a load of food waste that is contaminated with non-food items.  

 

Mr. Gordon, Ms. Kahng and Mr. Lee agreed to draft a letter to candidates running for School 

Committee to learn their position on composting in the schools. 

 

Updated Data Graphs: 

This item was deferred to a subsequent meeting. 

 

SMMD Update: 

This item was deferred to a subsequent meeting. 

 

Public Comments and Open Announcements:  

This item was deferred to a subsequent meeting. 

 

Next Meeting: The next meeting of the SMMC is scheduled for July 24th at 7 p.m., to be held via 

Zoom. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

Documents Provided/Discussed at Meeting: 

1. May 22, 2025 Meeting Minutes. 

2. Draft letter to the Mayor and City Council regarding possible comprehensive changes to 

residential solid waste services. 

3. June 2025 SMMD Update, dated 6/23/2025. 


